UNDERSTANDING
SACRIFICE

Activity: History and Journalism: Examining the
Events of World War Il Through a Journalistic Lens

- Guiding question:
How can we reconcile the larger events of World War Il

in Northern Europe with the more personal stories and
experiences of those who reported on it firsthand?

Grade Level(s): 9-12

Subject(s): English/Language Arts, Journalism,
Social Studies

Cemetery Connection: Normandy American Cemetery
Lorraine American Cemetery
Henri-Chapelle American Cemetery
Ardennes American Cemetery

Fallen Hero Connection: No specific connection
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Activity: History and Journalism: Examining the Events of World War Il Through a Journalistic Lens

Overview ) 4

In this lesson students will use ABMC and other available
resources to research and gather information regarding
World War Il news correspondents who made significant con-
tributions to the field of journalism during the war. Students
will read and listen to historical news items (articles, cartoons,
photographs, radio broadcasts, etc.) from the time period and
analyze and interpret them. Following this research, students
will write a multi-genre research paper, based on the histori-
cal facts of their correspondent’s experience. Follow up will
include a written editorial, wherein students will take a posi-
tion on a current war, and write commentary for publication
in the school newspaper’s op/ed page regarding the risks
undertaken by journalists who cover war.

Chow teaches at the Mid-Pacific Institute

Historical Context in Honoluly, Hawai

War correspondents have existed as long as journalism.

However, as World War Il began, new technology made it possible for news of the war to be
communicated in increasingly modern ways, for the time. War correspondents of World War
Il were courageous, often controversial men and women who communicated the chaos and
brutality of the battlefield to their fellow citizens on the homefront. Their experiences offer
a fresh and compelling perspective on World War Il, and raise questions about the rights
and responsibilities of a free press in times of war. This lesson will delve into the history of
those who served their country in a journalistic capacity during the war. There are 11 civilian
war correspondents buried in American Battle Monuments Commission cemeteries abroad,
including Brittany American Cemetery, Cambridge American Cemetery, Epinal American
Cemetery, Florence American Cemetery, Henri-Chapelle American Cemetery, Manila
American Cemetery, Normandy American Cemetery, and Rome-Sicily American Cemetery.

Objectives

At the conclusion of this lesson, students will be able to

* Understand, interpret, and synthesize information about the role of journalism in World War I;
* Write in a variety of genres on the topic; and

* Make conscious decisions about what information should be presented to the reader.
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Standards Connections

Connections to Common Core

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.2.A Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and
information so that each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified
whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia
when useful to aiding comprehension.

CCSS.ELA- Literacy.W.11-12.2.B Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most signifi-
cant and relevant facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other informa-
tion and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.

CCSS.ELA- Literacy.W.11-12.2.C Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link
the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex
ideas and concepts.

CCSS.ELA- Literacy.W.11-12.2.D Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and
techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or second-
ary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.

Connections to C3 Framework
D2.His.1.6-8 Analyze connections among events and developments in broader historical contexts.

D2.His.6.6-8 Analyze how people’s perspectives influenced what information is available in
the historical sources they created.

D2.His.6.9-12 Analyze the ways in which the perspectives of those writing history shaped
the history that they produced.

D2.His.4.9-12 Analyze complex and interacting factors that influenced the perspectives of
people during different historical eras.

D2.His.11.9-12 Critique the usefulness of historical sources for a specific historical inquiry
based on their maker, date, place of origin, intended audience, and purpose.
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Documents Used x indicates an ABMC source

Primary Sources

Art and editorial cartoons by Ugo Giannini and Bill Mauldin
PBS
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/photo-gallery/warletters-cartoons/

Assorted World War Il Radio Broadcasts
Old Radio World
http://www.oldradioworld.com/shows/World_War_ll_News_Broadcasts.php

Bill Mauldin: Beyond Willie and Joe
Library of Congress
http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/swann/mauldin/mauldin-atwar.html

“I Can Hear it Now” with Edward R. Murrow
YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d7ge1S1syNY

Radio Broadcasts by Edward R. Murrow
Internet Archive
https://archive.org/details/EdwardR.Murrow-LondonBlitz1940

Richard C. Hottelet on D-Day Radio Broadcast
YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I8xkQ0O5VT_k

Robert Trout and others on D-Day Radio Broadcast
YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1PcZ1qO8DsE

World War Il Cartoons
http://ww2cartoons.org

Secondary Sources

About America: Edward R. Murrow
U.S. Department of State, Bureau of International Information Programs
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/media/pdf/books/murrow.pdf
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Cloud, Stanley and Lynne Olson. The Murrow Boys, Pioneers on the Front Lines of Broadcast
Journalism. New York: Mariner Books, 1997.

Letters Film Y
American Battle Monuments Commission
https://www.abmc.gov/multimedia/videos/letters

Mauldin, Bill. Up Front. New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 2000.

National World War Il Museum, New Orleans, Louisiana
http://nationalww2museum.org

Normandy American Cemetery Visitors Brochure %
American Battle Monuments Commission
http://www.abmc.gov/sites/default/files/publications/Normandy_Booklet_4-8-2014_508.pdf

The Normandy Campaign Interactive %
American Battle Monuments Commission
http://www.abmc.gov/sites/default/files/interactive/interactive_files/normandy/index.html

OK, Let’s Go Film %
American Battle Monuments Commission
https://www.abmc.gov/multimedia/videos/ok-lets-go

Pyle, Ernie. Brave Men. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2001.
Reporting World War Il: American Journalism 1938-1946. New York: Library of America, 2001.

Romano, Tom. 2000. Blending Genre, Altering Style: Writing Multigenre Papers. Portsmouth, NH:
Heinemann.

Search ABMC Burials and Memorializations %
American Battle Monuments Commission
https://www.abmc.gov/search-abmc-burials-and-memorializations

World War Il Interactive Timeline Y
American Battle Monuments Commission
http://www.abmc.gov/sites/default/files/interactive/interactive_files/WW2/index.html
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Materials

* Murrow’s Boys Handout
* Multi-Genre Research Paper Handout
* Multi-Genre Research Paper Rubric

* Paper, pens, colored pencils, etc., to create art projects in the multi-genre form

* |nternet access for student research

Lesson Preparation

* Copy the list of reporters in the “Murrow’s Boys” group. Share information with class as an
introduction to this lesson.

* (Collect audio recording of World War Il radio broadcast to play for class.

* Print one copy of the Multi-Genre Explanation Handout and Rubric for each student.

Procedure

Activity One: Introduce the concept of embedded journalism (45-60 minutes)

* Embedded journalism is the practice of placing journalists within and under the control of one
side’s military during an armed conflict. Embedded reporters and photographers are attached

to a specific military unit and permitted to accompany troops into combat zones.
* Discuss the “Murrow’s Boys” with students

©  Play recordings of radio broadcasts created by the “Murrow’s Boys”

© Richard C. Hottelet on D-Day

© Robert Trout and others on D-Day

Activity Two: Multi-Genre Project Introduction (45-60 minutes)

* A multi-genre research paper is a collection of pieces written in a variety of genres, informed

by a student’s research on a particular subject that presents one or more perspectives on a

research question. A primary goal of such a paper is to “experiment” with genres to represent

key learnings and understandings.

* Inthe multi-genre research project, the student completes research as if completing a

9

traditional research paper: collecting information and recording it, synthesizing the information

and then presenting it through writing. Instead of the single, extended prose piece of the
traditional research paper, however, the multi-genre paper consists of a number of creative
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pieces—poetry, journal entries, news articles, lists, artwork, graphics, one-act plays, comic
books, and etc. It is imaginative writing based on fact.

* Unlike the research conducted for a traditional paper, research for a multi-genre paper often
does not begin with a working thesis. Rather, the multi-genre researcher begins with an interest
and discovers a unifying element along the way. This emergent theme often suggests a thread
with which the writer may create cohesion among the separate pieces of writing.

¢ Students will complete a multi-genre project with information regarding one of the journalists
in the “Murrow’s Boys” group.

Assessment Materials

* Following completion of the multi-genre project (which can be completed inside or outside of
class at teacher’s discretion), students will write an editorial piece for publication in the school
newspaper. This written piece will encourage students to take a stand on a current or historical
conflict, commenting on a correspondent’s responsibility to report from the field, actions of
valor, and risks undertaken.

¢ Students can assess themselves and teachers can evaluate the project using this rubric.

¢ Teachers can check multi-genre projects and observe and note student participation and
accomplishment in group discussion.

Methods for Extension

* Older or advanced students may choose to include more genres, or more in-depth information
about the conflicts discussed.

* Students can pair a print journalist with a radio journalist and compare how the two covered
the same event.

* The American Battle Monuments Commission maintains U.S. military cemeteries
overseas. These cemeteries are permanent memorials to the fallen, but it is important
that students know the stories of those who rest here. To learn more about
the stories of some of the men and women who made the ultimate sacrifice, visit
www.abmceducation.org/understandingsacrifice/abmc-sites.

Adaptations

* Teachers can simplify the requirements of this project to make it more accessible to younger
learners. Younger students can be assigned genres (such as one poem, one news article and
one graphic element), rather than being allowed to choose their own genres.
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“Murrow’s Boys”

e Edward R. Murrow - covered the Blitzin London and the European Theater during World War I
for CBS News; hired a team of foreign correspondents for CBS News who became known as
“Murrow’s Boys”

e William L. Shirer - hired in August 1937, working from Berlin, Vienna, and Geneva
® Thomas Grandin - hired spring 1939 to cover Paris

® LarryLeSueur - hired late in the summer of 1939 to cover Rheims, France

® Eric Sevareid - hired in the summer of 1939 to cover Paris

® Mary Marvin Breckinridge - hired in fall 1939 covering Northern Europe

® Cecil Brown - hired February 1940 to cover Italy

® Winston Burdett - hired by Betty Wason in spring 1940 to replace Wason and to cover
Scandinavia

®* Howard K. Smith - hired in spring of 1941
® Charles Collingwood - hired in the winter 1941 to replace Eric Sevareid in Paris
® William Downs - hired in September 1942 to cover Moscow

® Richard C. Hottelet - the last of the Murrow Boys, hired in 1944 to cover the invasion of
Normandy
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The Reporters of World War II: A Multi-Genre Research Paper

A multi-genre research paper is a collection of pieces written in a variety of genres that is
based on research and presents one or more perspectives on a research question. A pri-
mary goal of such a paper is to “experiment” with genres to represent key learnings and
understandings.

Multi-genre writing promotes active learning on the part of the student for several reasons:

¢ Students make conscious decisions about the genres they choose;

¢ Students explain why they chose a particular genre; and
* Students incorporate research findings and information in a creative way.

In the multi-genre research project, you will complete the research as if completing a tradi-
tional research paper: collecting information and recording it, synthesizing the information
and then presenting it through writing. Instead of the single, extended prose piece of the
traditional research paper, however, the multi-genre paper consists of a number of creative
pieces—poetry, journal entries, news articles, lists, artwork, graphics, one-act plays, comic
books, etc. It is imaginative writing based on fact.

Unlike the research conducted for a traditional paper, research for a multi-genre paper
often does not begin with a working thesis. Rather, the multi-genre researcher begins
with an interest and discovers a unifying element along the way. This emergent theme
often suggests a thread with which the writer may create cohesion among the separate
pieces of writing.

Project Specifics

You will complete a multi-genre project with information regarding one of the journal-
ists in the “Murrow’s Boys” group or a journalist who covered the events of the Normandy
Invasion. This project will contain the following:

* atitle page with the war correspondent’s name, date of birth/death, dates of his/her life, and
photograph of the correspondent.

* atable of contents
* amap delineating war zone and general location where the correspondent was assigned

* acollage page of five headlines (with dates and sources identified) from this specific time
period
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* atwo-page factual summary of war correspondent’s contributions to the field of journalism,
describing the particular risks undertaken in this specific assignment, the dedication and
accuracy the correspondent showed, and the outcome of his/her efforts (if the information
was accurately relayed; where or in what publication the dispatches were published, edited,
withheld or censored).

* three examples of multi-genre writing of the student’s choice. This could include creative
journaling, poetry, reports from the field, interviews with soldiers, editorial cartoons, etc.

* abrief one-page biography or timeline indicating major events in the war correspondent’s
journalistic career.

* aone-page self-assessment that addresses the following:

o

[¢]

[¢]

What surprised you during the process of writing your Multi-Genre paper?
What aspect of this paper would you like advice on?

What did you learn about writing in different genres as a way of inquiring into your topic
and communicating what you know?

Describe the strongest and weakest parts of your paper and explain why you categorize
those parts as strongest/weakest.

What grade do you feel you deserve on this paper and why?

Wrap-Up

Following completion of the multi-genre project, you will each write an editorial piece, for
publication in the school newspaper. This written piece will encourage you to take a stand
on a current or historical conflict, commenting on a correspondent’s responsibility to report
from the field, actions of valor and risks undertaken.
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Multi-Genre Research Paper Rubric

Holistic impact of the paper

Advanced Knocks me off my feet, bowls me over, so informative and emotionally moving is the paper. There is evidence
of original thinking, depth, specificity of detail, delights of language or insight. This multi-genre paper has
excellent writing that includes attention to a pleasing visage of the page, action verbs, varied sentence length,
effective word choice, skilled placement of information, strong leads and endings, visual and other sensory
imagery. Research is interesting, surprising, and cleverly and creatively incorporated into the paper with
properly formatted in-text citations (multiple sources are used for the informational pieces). Paper is at least

2000 words.
Highly A good paper. | am upbeat because of some of the solid moves the writer pays attention to that are
proficient mentioned above. | learn things about the topic. While the paper didn’t blow me away, | am happy with its

competent execution. Research is good; there may be some problems with in-text citations.

Proficient This paper is complete but the writing did not make use of those qualities that make writing sing. There is a
feeling of middle of the road about it. There are likely problems with in-text citations.

Basic This is a below average paper. The writing shows almost few of the skills mentioned above. Some pieces
seem careless, as if written hastily and never revised. Content shows little depth or insight. More telling than
showing. In-text citations are incorrect or not present

Emerging Project seems careless. Some or all pieces contain plagiarized information. No resources are cited in the paper.
An insult to turn in, an insult to the teacher, to the disciplined, creative act of writing, and to your own mind.

*Rubric adapted from Tom Romano’s work
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Required Elements

Advanced Proficient Basic Emerging Not present
The paper Original, Functional, some Title simply names | Title dull, Title missing
contains surprising, piques imagination the subject something like
an original, a reader’s interest, “WWII Multi-Genre
illustrative title imaginative, maybe Paper”
and Table of a subtitle
Contents
Paper contains Map is clear and Functional map Map simply shows | Map unclear Map missing
map delineating definitive, outlines general area
war zone and areas well
general location
correspondent
was assigned
Collage of Headlines are Functional, some Headlines are Headlines dull Headlines missing
headlines from thoughtful imagination unrelated to time or completely
time period and thought- period, seem unrelated to
provoking, clear cobbled together | project

research invested
in finding them

Two-page factual

Reader wants

Discusses the

Provides useful

Provides little

Absent or so brief

summary of war to read on, so importance of information, not useful information, | thatit may as well
correspondent’s compelling and your topic, how it | too brief or too is too long or too be absent
contributions interesting is was chosen, and long. May be brief
to the field of the relevant includes a thesis missing some of
journalism information and statement that the elements

voice. Sets the gives the paper

reader up well for direction

what is ahead.
Copy Editing Contains few Contains more Contains enough Contains errors Contains many

errors in grammar,

than a few errors

errors to make

to the point of

errors to the point

punctuation, but meaning is not | reader wonder confusion of distraction
spelling seriously affected | if the writer
proofread
carefully.
Fact-based genre | Vivid, interesting Interesting, though | Little interesting Rambling, Absent or
#1 (at least 400 information. Adds | not particularly information. unfocused, fuzzy plagiarized (some
words) insight and depth | vivid writing. More | Writing could be focus, ho-hum or all of the
to the overall research needed tightened and writing piece obviously
paper, is sharpened plagiarized from

well written with
active verbs,
specificity, and
few wasted
words. Several
resources are
cited throughout
the text so the
information flows
naturally

No in-text citations
present.

one or more
sources)
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Advanced Proficient Basic Emerging Not present
Fact-based genre | Vivid, interesting Interesting, though | Little interesting Rambling, Absent or
#2 (at least 400 information. Adds | not particularly information. unfocused, fuzzy plagiarized (some
words) insight and depth | vivid writing. More | Writing could be focus, ho-hum or all of the
to the overall research needed tightened and writing piece obviously
paper, is well sharpened plagiarized from
written with aFtive No in-text citations | ©Ne or more
verbs, specificity, present. sources)
and few wasted
words. Several
resources are
cited throughout
the text so the
information flows
naturally
Fact-based genre | Vivid, interesting Interesting, though | Little interesting Rambling, Absent or
#3 (at least 400 information. Adds | not particularly information. unfocused, fuzzy plagiarized (some
words) insight and depth | vivid writing. More | Writing could be focus, ho-hum or all of the
to the overall research needed tightened and writing piece obviously
paper, is well sharpened plagiarized from
written with aFtive No in-text citations | ©Ne or more
verbs, specificity, present. sources)
and few wasted
words. Several
resources are
cited throughout
the text so the
information flows
naturally
Works Cited Complete with May contain seven | May contain five May contain three | not submitted

at least eight
properly formatted
sources, listed in
alphabetical order

sources. Possibly
one or two
minor errors with
formatting

or six sources.
Brief, incomplete,
bibliographic style
inconsistent

or four sources.
Brief, incomplete,
bibliographic style
inconsistent

Self-assessment

Thorough, detailed
answers to all of
the questions

Thorough, detailed
answers to all of
the questions

Self-assessment
needs to be more
detailed

Self-assessment
rambles or is
off-task

not submitted
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