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Activity: Some Gave All

Guiding question:

How did American families cope with the loss of loved ones in
the Battle of the Bulge?

DEVELOPED BY JULIE K. HEINTZ

Grade Level(s): 9-12

Subject(s): Social Studies, English / Language Arts

Cemetery Connection: Ardennes American Cemetery

Fallen Hero Connection: Captain Charles Dunbar Lancaster Hewes
Private First Class James H. Vrtatko
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Overview

In this lesson, students will study the profiles of two men
killed in the Battle of the Bulge, Captain Charles Dunbar
Lancaster Hewes and Private First Class James H. Vrtatko.
The lesson will allow students to understand the aftermath
and meaning of this pivotal military campaign.

Historical Context

After D-Day, Allied forces recaptured most of France within
a matter of months. The Battle of the Bulge was a major
German counter-offensive campaign launched through
the densely forested Ardennes region in Belgium, France,
and Luxembourg. The battle began December 16, 1944
and ended on January 25, 1945. German forces pushed
back part of the Allied line — the “bulge” in the front line
that gave the battle its name. More than 800,000 Allied
soldiers fought in the battle, the great majority of them
American, and there were 90,000 American casualties
(including 23,000 taken prisoner).
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Heintz is a teacher at The Mississippi
School for Math and Science in
Columbus, Mississippi.

Captain Charles Hewes and Private First Class James Vrtatko were both killed during or

after the Battle of the Bulge. After the war, the U.S. military set up an identification lab near
Ardennes, Belgium to identify remains and bring closure to as many families as possible. Both
Hewes and Vrtatko are buried today at Ardennes American Cemetery, along with more than

5,000 of their comrades in arms.

Objectives

At the conclusion of this lesson, students will be able to

* Understand how the Battle of the Bulge impacted American families at home;

* Consider the choices individual families had in regards to their loved ones; and

* Predict and explain why they think families made the choices they did after the war.
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Standards Connections

Connections to Common Core:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.1 Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary
and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the information.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the develop-
ment, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Connections to C3 Framework:

D2.His.1.9-12. Evaluate how historical events and developments were shaped by unique
circumstances of time and place as well as broader historical contexts.

D2.His.3.9-12. Use questions generated about individuals and groups to assess how the sig-
nificance of their actions changes over time and is shaped by the historical context.

D4.2.9-12. Construct explanations using sound reasoning, correct sequence (linear or non-
linear), examples, and details with significant and pertinent information and data, while
acknowledging the strengths and weaknesses of the explanation given its purpose (e.g.,
cause and effect, chronological, procedural, and technical).

Documents Used x indicates an ABMC source

Primary Sources

Disposition of World War Il Armed Forces Dead, 1946
United States Department of War

Individual Deceased Personnel File, Captain Charles Hewes
United States Department of the Army

Individual Deceased Personnel File, Private First Class James Vrtatko
United States Department of the Army
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Newsreel, German Drive Rolled Back by Allies, January 1, 1945
Universal Theater Newsreel
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yqbURE5a3TE

Request for Disposition of Remains, Captain Charles Hewes
Individual Deceased Personnel File, United States Department of the Army

Request for Disposition of Remains, Private First Class James Vrtatko
Individual Deceased Personnel File, United States Department of the Army

Secondary Sources

Ardennes American Cemetery Visitor Brochure %
American Battle Monuments Commission
https://www.abmc.gov/sites/default/files/publications/Ardennes%20508_7-9-2014_0.pdf

Ardennes American Cemetery Website %
American Battle Monuments Commission
http://www.abmc.gov/cemeteries-memorials/europe/ardennes-american-cemetery

Captain Charles Dunbar Lancaster Hewes, Fallen Hero profile %
American Battle Monuments Commission
http://abmceducation.org/understandingsacrifice/soldier/charles-hewes

Map, From Ardennes-Alsace to the Rhine and Beyond *
American Battle Monuments Commission
https://www.abmc.gov/sites/default/files/publications/Ardennes%20508_7-9-2014_0.pdf

Private First Class James H. Vrtatko, Fallen Hero profile %
American Battle Monuments Commission
http://abmceducation.org/understandingsacrifice/soldier/james-vrtatko

World War Il Interactive Timeline Y
American Battle Monuments Commission
https://www.abmc.gov/sites/default/files/interactive/interactive_files/WW2/index.html
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Materials

Introducing the Fallen Heroes

* (Captain Charles Dunbar Lancaster Hewes Fallen Hero profile
* Private First Class James H. Vrtatko Fallen Hero profile

* Map, From Ardennes-Alsace to the Rhine and Beyond

Some Gave All

¢ Correspondence Organizer

¢ Letters File, Captain Charles Hewes

* Letters File, Private First Class James Vrtatko
* Decision File, Captain Charles Hewes

e Decision File, Private First Class James Vrtatko

Decision

* Request for Disposition of Remains, Captain Charles Hewes

* Request for Disposition of Remains, Private First Class James Vrtatko

Lesson Preparation

Introducing the Fallen Heroes

¢ Divide the class into two groups.

©  Print (or make available electronically) one copy of the Private First Class James H. Vrtatko
Fallen Hero profile for one half of the class.

©  Print (or make available electronically) one copy of the Captain Charles Dunbar Lancaster
Hewes Fallen Hero profile for the other half of the class.

* Project (or print copies of) the map, From Ardennes-Alsace to the Rhine and Beyond.

Some Gave All

* Print one copy of the Correspondence Organizer for each student.

* Divide the two larger groups into subgroups of three to four students each.
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©  Print (or make available electronically) one copy of the Letters File for Captain Charles
Hewes for one half of the subgroups.

©  Print (or make available electronically) one copy of the Letters File for Private First Class
James Vrtatko for the other half of the subgroups.

©  Print (or make available electronically) one copy of the Decision File for Captain Charles
Hewes for one half of the subgroups.

©  Print (or make available electronically) one copy of the Decision File for Private First Class
James Vrtatko for the other half of the subgroups.

Decision
* Project (or print a copy) the Request for Disposition of Remains for Hewes and Vrtatko.

Procedure

Introducing the Fallen Heroes (15 minutes)

* To help students understand the context of the Battle of the Bulge, show them the Universal
Theater newsreel from January 1, 1945, German Drive Rolled Back by Allies.

* Distribute the Fallen Hero profile for Captain Charles Dunbar Lancaster Hewes to half of the
class and the profile for Private First Class James H. Vrtatko to the other half of the class.

* Project for the class a copy of the map, From Ardennes-Alsace to the Rhine and Beyond. Point out
“The Bulge”and the location of Ardennes American Cemetery.

* Ask students to read their Fallen Hero profile and underline or highlight five to ten details that
stood out to them.

Some Gave All (45 minutes)

* Break students into smaller groups (three or four students each) with those who read the
same profile.

* Distribute the Letters Files for Captain Charles Hewes and Private First Class James Vrtatko

* Tell students, When a family member died in World War I, it often took weeks for their loved ones
at home to receive the news. For those who were missing in action, the wait could have been even
longer. You have in front of you the actual series of letters that were sent between the Hewes and
Vrtatko families and the U.S. federal government. You also have investigative reports that military
officials would have that would not have been released to the families. While you read these letters,
consider the following questions:
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©  What were the challenges faced by the family?
©  What did the family members want to know?
©  What answers were the family given?

Give student groups time to read and discuss these letters in their smaller groups. Ask them to
complete the Correspondence Organizer as they read and discuss.

© Teacher Tip: Observe and listen to student discussions. You may want to consider sharing
answers with the whole class or asking one student to summarize their group’s findings with
the class and have the whole class discuss the similarities and differences between each
family’s experiences.

© Teacher Tip: Because the Hewes documents do contain one letter written in cursive, assis-
tance might be needed for some students.

Distribute one copy (paper or electronic) of the Decisions File for Captain Charles Hewes or
Private First Class James Vrtatko to each group.

Explain, Now you will be presented with the same choices that the families had. In January 1948,
Mrs. Mabel Elders and Mrs. Barbara Vrtatko received letters from the federal government asking
them to decide what they would like happen to their sons’ remains. Once your group has a chance to
read the file, discuss what decision you think these families would have made.

©  Teacher Tip: This task could be assigned as homework if desired.

Encourage each student group to discuss the options and predict what decision they think the
Hewes and Vrtatko families would have made.

Assessment

Decision (45 minutes)

Now it is time to make a decision. Each student or group (at teacher discretion) will now take
on the role of Mrs. Mabel Elder or Mrs. Barbara Vrtatko. Using the address for The Office of

The Quartermaster General (on page 17 of Disposition of World War Il Armed Forces Dead), each
individual student or group will write a letter explaining the choice that they would have made
for their son.

Letters may be submitted or presented to the class as time permits.

After all students have made predictions, project for the class the Request for Disposition
of Remains Forms signed by Mabel Elders and Barbara Vrtatko (both chose interment in an
overseas cemetery).

Show the eulogies given for Hewes and Vrtatko at Ardennes American Cemetery in 2015.
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* Lead aclass discussion. Prompts may include:

©  Were you surprised at the families’ decisions? Why or why not?

©  Why do you think the families made this decision? Can you infer any of their intentions from the
letters?

©  Why did approximately one-third of American families make a similar decision? What factors do
you think influenced this decision?

©  What would you say to Mabel Elders or Barbara Vrtatko if she were standing here today.

©  Teacher tip: Approximately 60% of families chose to have their loved one’s remains returned
to the United States and only about 40% of those killed rest in U.S. military cemeteries
abroad. Today Vrtatko and Hewes rest with 5,323 of our military dead at the Ardennes
American Cemetery in Belgium.

Methods for Extension

Students could write journal entries describing the different days’events from their soldier’s
viewpoint comparing the experience of a medic and the experience of a pilot.

* Students could use the Ardennes American Cemetery Website to learn more about their
soldier’s final resting place.

¢ Students could create and answer a Most Often Asked Question sheet for visitors at the
Ardennes American Cemetery.

* Students could design a plaque for a visitor’s center at the cemetery to honor the sacrifice of
their fallen hero.

* The American Battle Monuments Commission maintains U.S. military cemeteries overseas.
These cemeteries are permanent memorials to the fallen, but it is important that students
know the stories of those who rest here. To learn more about the stories of some of
the men and women who made the ultimate sacrifice, visit www.abmceducation.org/
understandingsacrifice/abmc-sites.

Adaptations

* |f students need more background on the campaign, encourage them to visit the World War Il
Interactive Timeline. Click “enter,’ click“1944,” and then click “Ardennes-Alsace Campaign.”’

* Students could work in mixed-ability groups to assist those who are English-language learners.

* Teachers could record audio versions of letters as needed to assist struggling readers.
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Fallen Hero Profile: Captain Charles Dunbar Lancaster Hewes

Name: Charles Dunbar Lancaster Hewes

Born: March 10, 1921

Died: February 13, 1945

Hometown: Biloxi, Mississippi

Entered the Military: October 1939

Branch of Service: U.S. Army Air Forces

Org Unit: 335th Fighter Squadron, 4th Fighter Group

Rank: Captain

Award(s): Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster,
Purple Heart

Before the War

Charles Dunbar“Dunny” Lancaster Hewes was born to Charles and
Mabel Hewes in Biloxi, Mississippi on March 10, 1921. Hewes gradu-
ated from Biloxi High School on May 31, 1939. After graduation, he
worked at the local FW. Woolworth store.

Military Experience

Pilot Training

Hewes enlisted October 1939 in the Army Air Corps and studied meteorology. Even though he did not have the
required two years minimum of college, he was allowed to sit for the flying cadet exam. Hewes'initial ten-week flying
training program took place at Rankin Field in January 1942. In order to join flight training, Hewes had to start over
and elected to be reduced to the rank of private, but soon rose through the ranks to become Aviation Cadet First
Sergeant of Company B. He graduated on March 26, 1942.

Next, Hewes moved to the Merced Army Flying School in California and then completed advanced training in Phoenix,
Arizona. He was commissioned at Luke Field, Arizona on July 26, 1942. Stationed in Sarasota, Florida, he flew a P-39
Airacobra.

Hewes'sister, Lela, was a First Lieutenant in the Army Nursing Corps. According to a news clipping from the family
scrapbook, it is believed that Dunny and Lela were the only brother-sister commissioned officers from Biloxi.

Pacific Theater

Hewes was transferred to New Guinea and served with the 13th Bomber Command, known as the Devil's Own Grim
Reapers. Here he fought in the Battle of the Bismarck Sea, where Allied Air Forces sent wave after wave of Allied planes
to bomb the Japanese. After three days, the Japanese had lost eight transports, four destroyers, and 20 aircraft. Allied
losses totaled four aircraft.

In April 1943, Hewes switched from flying a pursuit plane to piloting a “Jimmy Doolittle” B-25 Bomber.

On September 12, 1943, Hewes’ bomber dropped a 500 pound bomb sinking a 350 ton freighter in Muschu Harbor, in
Papua New Guinea. On December 21, 1943, Lieutenant General George Kenny presented Hewes with the Air Medal.
The citation read, “The bombing run was particularly difficult and dangerous because the vessel was anchored close to
a larger vessel which was being attacked at the same time by another aircraft”
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Battle of Rabaul

In the fall of 1943, as part of Operation Cartwheel, the U.S. Fifth Air Force began a bombing campaign on New Britain,
a key port that the Japanese held in New Guinea. Hewes took part in the bombing raid where he was credited with
destroying a Japanese Zero.

Back Home
In April 1944, Hewes returned from 17 months in the Pacific Theater, having completed 65 combat missions as a B-25
and A-20 pilot and assistant operations officer. He was assigned to be an instructor pilot in Florence, South Carolina.

On to Europe

In August 1944, Hewes volunteered for foreign duty and was assigned to the European Theater operating out of
England. He joined the 335th Fighter Squadron, 4th Fighter Group. Throughout November and December 1944,
Hewes flew a series of missions and was promoted to Captain.

Battle of the Bulge

The Battle of the Bulge was a major German offensive campaign launched through the densely forested Ardennes
region in Belgium, France, and Luxembourg on the Western Front. Adolf Hitler guaranteed his ground commanders
strong air support. During the first three days of the offensive, the Allied air forces and the Luftwaffe met in the skies
over the cloud-covered battlefield as the Luftwaffe attempted to get under the low ceilings to support its ground
offensives.

In late December 1944, Mabel Hewes received a letter from her son, informing her that his squadron was going to be
engaged “on a big push.” Hewes would be part of that “big push” when he flew his last mission on December 18, 1944,

Captain McKennon led 17 pilots that day to the Kassel-Frankfurt area. Hewes and the other pilots ran into difficulties
due to heavy cloud layers and enemy aircraft. When the squadron returned that evening, Hewes was not with them.
According to the Army Air Forces' records, “He did not call in or report any trouble. He was last seen at 4000 feet at or
near Giessen at approx. 1430 hours.”

According to Missing Air Crew Report 11312, “His Mustang was seen to spiral out of formation while climbing through
a cloud bank. Crashed in a moor in Tinholt, Germany suffering a fractured spine. Captured and sent to a hospital.” His
P-51D Mustang was forced down over Germany, and Hewes had to bail.

The principal doctor at the hospital in Lingen, Germany, reported that Hewes had a “compression-fracture of his verte-
bral column with following palsy of his bladder and cystis.”

Hewes was reported missing in action on December 18, 1944. Short-wave radio listeners had relayed messages to his
mother, Mabel Hewes Elder, that Hewes had been taken prisoner.
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Fallen Hero Profile: Private First Class James H. Vrtatko

Name: James H. Vrtatko

Born: August 1, 1908

Died: January 22, 1945

Hometown: Chicago, lllinois

Entered the Military: March 20, 1942

Branch of Service: U.S. Army

Org Unit: 326th Medical Company, 101st Airborne Division
Rank: Private First Class

Award(s): Purple Heart

"
JIAMES L VRIATKO
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Life Before the War

James H. Vrtatko was born in Chicago, Illinois on August 1, 1908. His
parents immigrated to the United States in 1904 and owned a home in
a predominantly Czechoslovakian immigrant neighborhood known as
Little Village.

His mother, Barbara Vrtatko, was widowed sometime before 1930

and had two other children, Olga and Charles. Vrtatko, the oldest child in the family, did not continue his education
beyond grammar school, most likely so he could work and support his family. At the age of 21, he worked as a laborer
at a soda fountain and by the time he enlisted in the Army in 1942 at age 33, he was working as a stock clerk.

Military Experience
After his enlistment, he was trained as a glider combat medic in the 326th Medical Company of the 101st Airborne
Division. He was with the division from their activation in August 1942,

D-Day

Vrtatko was a part of the D-Day invasion and entered Normandy on a glider to support the regiment in their elimina-
tion of German beach defenses. They secured beach exits for infantry troops followed by the capture of Carentan.
After Normandy, the company moved to Cherbourg to support the operations there. Due to heavy personnel and
equipment losses that the division experienced in Normandy, the 326™ was shipped back to England in July where
they prepared for Operation Market Garden.

Operation Market Garden

Vrtatko entered Holland on September 17, 1944 by glider and supported the 101st Airborne Division’s assault on two
German Panzer Divisions in Belgium and the liberation of several Dutch towns from German control. The unit dealt
with strong German counter attacks and brutal, close-quarter fighting.

The division was relieved and sent back to France on November 28, 1944 for rest. On December 17, the 326th Medical
Company moved by motor convoy to Bastogne, Belgium in order to provide medical care to the 101st Airborne
Division in their defense of the Ardennes Forest.

Defense of Bastogne

During the early part of the Allied defense of Bastogne, a German force mistakenly attacked the 326th Medical
Division Clearing Station for a short period of 15 minutes. Once given the opportunity, the division commander
surrendered the facility on December 19, 1944, and Vrtatko was initially classified missing in action until after the war
when more detail was uncovered regarding his capture.
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Vrtatko was taken prisoner and transferred to Gerolstein Prison Camp where conditions were abhorrent and disease

was common. There he contracted bronchial pneumonia and was transferred to Nettersheim, Germany. On January
22,1945 his heart failed, and he died.

As a medic, Vrtatko had a very unusual war experience that required an incredible amount of courage not only to be a
part of major battles in the European Theater but also to face death and human suffering more intimately than many
other soldiers. As a medic, rather than soldering on to advance mission objectives, he was always running to help
others who were wounded. When Vrtatko heard the cry of “medic!” he knew he was heading into the depths of human
carnage left in the wake of battle.

ABMCEDUCATION.ORG
American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day | Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media


http://abmceducation.org

Some Gave All | Handouts

Activity

Map, From Ardennes-Alsace to the Rhine and Beyond

Ission

American Battle Monuments Comm

A0S 2Wge MMM
JISIA 9sea|d ‘sa}is dAIjeIOWRAWIWOd DWEY
419430 pue 3}is Ssiy} uo uoljewiojul aiow 104

X

: \ \
7 \ \ =S
DANOIWIXM 420 vanag )»1\/
._. INIT LNOZ4 \ k| M

Sy

&U?.ws.m\; |
3

9L'6L'L0Ly L(0) e+ 131
2Ue14 ‘SaYIRD 0BET6 i
J3IAUE[ G NP 3N ‘89
23140 suonesado seasiano IWaY /

AYILEIWI) =
- NvoRawy =
D¥NOAWIXNT

SPL'8T §3 €LS'TE OSN 42 = ¥ SI0Was

H *(0) RETS [

i 18T 1Ly (0) Te+ i ST AUVANYT

wni3|2g ‘Z01pu0)-Ua-3||IAN3N LZLy-8 s io, 3INI LNO -

+91 ‘Z01puo) np Anoy ) =
K131pwia) uedBWIY SIULIPIY

vsn N\, J
10222 VA ‘uojuljy \ e
005 24ns - GE s
pien3|nOg UOPUBIE] 00EZ b Y EES 5 s
UOISSIWILIOD SIUBLUNUOW 3[3jeg Uedsuawy - \ 2 LNVNIG #] ELALEL LERED
1 X INITINOYS
' P ¥ aypng,
Jeznaeon /
-ty j
- g AILWD
Lz Haavw N, =l \iuawy
3NIT INOYd \ c SINNIC¥Y 2
’SP33p J13y3 4o K108 Y3 WIp J0U [|IM W3, 3Ry} abpug = oW
P it TR e
% y ” \ { = __—~N3-3aTIAMIN mhs = y
3y} JO J3pUBRWIWIO? ‘BUIYsIad "BUIYSIAd T UYOS SAIWIY Y3} AYILIWID NVORIIWY (3597 ®
40 [BI2USD ‘UBWIIEBYD }SIY S} 4O UOISIA Y} [|LN} O} SHIOM AY. Sl Lty / AN

WIWI0) 9y 'Sa1IUN0d gL Ul sislew pue sjuswnuow
WaW 9Z pue $3149}3WID ULdIBWY ST Ssulejulew pue
sajesado JuawiuIaN0S sa1e1s payiun ay3 Jo Aouade siyL
UOISSIWIWOY SJUSWINUOW 3[3}eg UBdLIWY

s1assnaa’
149,

‘uoijexey 4o adieyd ynoypm Aynyadiad uy 22104 41 434613 ‘(H) n-_ew
UBUIPIDGUIOG Y16LE 43 Jo MaIID D/
punoi8 |eunq juauew.ad e se asn 331y sy pajueld wnijag el i

40 JuaWUIaA0S 3Y] d119ed 3Y3 uipnpdi 1M PJ1OM
UOISSILWIOD) SJUSWNUO\N 9|11eg ueduswy u19]13eq Jolew AiaA3 Wwoly sjering ypm ‘anbiun sawesaq
uonedo| ayy ‘St6L Kienigay ui K1a3awad Aiesodway e se

_N_._OEWE v:m %LUHUEUU 1839 sy1 wiou] 6L L 1aquiaydas uo eale zoipuod-ua

9N 9y} Pajelaql| UoIsIAIQ PaIouily piE Y3 JO s32104

uedl Wy sauuaply |eliowaW pue A123aWwa) UBdLBUIY SUUIPIY T : UCO\Awm pue aulyy 92y3}

0} 9DBS|Y-SaUUapIY Wol

==

ABMCEDUCATION.ORG
American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day | Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media


http://abmceducation.org

Activity: Some Gave All | Handouts

Correspondence Organizer

When a family member died in World War I, it often took weeks for their loved ones at home to receive the news. For
those who were missing in action, the wait could have been even longer. You have in front of you the actual series of
letters that were sent between the Hewes and Vrtatko families and the U.S. federal government. While you read these
letters, consider the following questions:

What were the challenges faced What did the family members want | What answers were the family
by this family? to know? given?
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Letters File, Charles Hewes

Letter from First Lieutenant Lela M. Hewes to U.S. Army Graves Registration, August 4, 1945
United States Department of the Army

Declassified in a'ccordan@:e with D.O. 13526
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Letters File, Charles Hewes

Letter from Major James L. Prenn to First Lieutenant Lela M. Hewes, October 22, 1945
United States Department of the Army
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Letters File, Charles Hewes

Report of Investigation Area Search, May 22, 1946
United States Department of the Army
Note: the family would not have received a copy of this document.

Declassified in accordance wil
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Letters File, Charles Hewes

Report of Investigation Area Search, May 22, 1946
United States Department of the Army
Note: the family would not have received a copy of this document.

Declassified in accordance with D.¢
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Letters File, Charles Hewes

Report of Investigation Area Search, May 22, 1946
United States Department of the Army
Note: the family would not have received a copy of this document.
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Declassified in accordan;e with D.0. 13526

Nordhorn, 17.5.l6.
Tele) ne 261

-

Dr, med. qurgbein

Statement of Dr., med, Krumbein, Nordhorn

b o

In the years 1940 to 1945 I have been principal doctor of the
PeOsW, part-hospital "Gefaengnis" in Lingen. About the u/n patients
I can give the following informations:

1. Carles Hewes was suffering from a compression-fracture
of h::'Eq vertebral column with follewing palsy of his bladder and
cystis..

2. Andrew Fila had a shank-fracture, and when he came into
my treatment he was nearly bleeded.

( 3, Jack Beasley was injured by & shell-splinter in the middle
of the lower part of his lungs with edema in his lungs.

The medical papers of these patients were given to the office
of the hospital in the "Kolpinghaus" on 31.3 15 to be sent to
Berlin as it were done every year at that time, When I left ILingen
in the night from from 3rd to Lth of April 1945 I handed over the
care for the hospital to the English medical Major Longland from
London, a prisoner of war. He had belonged to the parachutists'-
division "Pegasus", and had in a wounded condition been brought to
the p.o.w. hbspital in Lingen after the operation Arnheim, He was
operated by me because he was suffering from ear-pains, It is
possible that the French staff-surgeon Dr. Nadaud from Bordeaux
can give further informations.

PN

Original signed by:
Dro,med, Krumbedin

A trpe copy.

Carlos A, Hedstrom Jr,,
2d Lt, FA,
G.R.0.
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Letters File, Charles Hewes

Letter from Major General T. B. Larkin to Mrs. George N. (Mabel) Elder, August 20, 1946
United States Department of the Army

ngeclassified in accordance with D.O. 13526 ‘F : B

&3

‘_ﬁ:‘: l = = e '_‘/

WY
\V

20 Avgust 1946

Mrs, George M, Elder
421 Copp Street
Biloxi, Mississippl

Dear Mrs, Klder:

The War Department is most desirous thet you be furnished infor-
mation regarding the burizl location of your som, the late Ceptain
j / JMICI D Hm, AS.,N., 0 72'7 m /
e =S

The records of this office disclose that his remsins are interred
in the U, 8. Militery Cemetery Neuville-en=Condrosz, plot T, row 6,
ve 143, You may be assured that the Mutlf!.uuon ud htcnut
€ been accomplished with fitting dignity and solemnity,

Thie cemetery 1s located nine miles southwest of Belgium,
and ig under the constant care snd supervision of United Stetes milie

tary persomnel,

The War Depariment has now been suthorized to comply, at Govern=
ment s with the feasible wishes of the next of kin regarding
finel int t.hmormud,orthurmotymwm. At
& later date, this office will, without any action on your

S Rext of Kin Wtk full Safimation sad SS1iedt Mo This Setalred

= 2
“Please accept my eincere sympathy in your great loss,
Sincerely yours,

Te By LABKIN ,
Hajor General Al
The Quartermaster Genersl Y ‘{
bbw EWZ
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Letters File, James Vrtatko

Letter from Olga Vrtatko to the Adjutant General’s Office, U.S. Army, January 8, 1946
United States Department of the Army
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% 29 B. 29th St.
New York 16, New York

Jan, 8, 1946

Adjutant General's Office
War Department
Weshington, D. C.

PFC JAMES H VRTATEO {36396086)
326 Airborne Medical Co.

APO 472, c/o P.M,

New York, N. Y.

Sir:

According to information received from the War Department, my brother,
Jemes, died in Nettersheim, Germany, Jan. 15, 1945, from bronchial
pneumonia, while a prigomer of war. He was imissing in action ag of
Dec. 19, 1944, and 1t was last september that we received word
relative to his death.

If there is any other information avallble 1t would be appreciated.

As, for instance, if it 1s known where he was during the pericd from
Dec. 19, 1944, to date of his death. Did he die in a German prison

camp or elsewhere and apparently what was he supposed to be doing In
this small village where he dled? Was thers a German prison camp in
this town? Is it kmown if there was some other complication before

pueumonia set in? If this information is not available, could not &
further investigation be made?

I would appreciate it very mach if I could procure the names and
home addresses of soldlers who were in the same company with James

and who probably knsw him,

Some of the boys mey even have been

withhim and knew of his illness.

These boys may have survived and

are now discharged. Uames never gave our family addresses of his
Service friends, and in this case it 1s unfortunate.

My brother went into Service March 20,

1942, at Camp Grant, Illinois.

At first he was in Camp Claibourns,

La., and later at Fort Bragg, N. C.,

befors going overseas in September 1943, His overseas address was
alwvays as glven above.

The last commnicatlon I received from him vas during December 194k,
vhich wes written in November 194k while he was still in Holland, it

gseems.
«

Respectfully yours,

Olga Vrtatko

cCoOPY
!

Inclosure Number 2
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Letters File, James Vrtatko

Letter from Olga Vrtatko to the Adjutant General’s Office, U.S. Army, January 8, 1946
United States Department of the Army

- * & -
b2 - B
e v COPY 5 =
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- ; VRTATKO, James H.

$36396086
P. S. Please state the place of burial..

If James had any decorations or Army pins before his death that
became lost and duplicates aere obtainable, they would be apprelcated.
We died receive the Purple Heart decoration. If more of his personal
effecte are located, please have them forwarded to the sams address as
before, Mrs. Brabara Vrtatko, 27025 . Homen Ave., Chicago, 23, Illinos.

Gy
Lt

(AGO report showe: Barbare)
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Letter from Major General Edward Witchell to Olga Vrtatko, February 27, 1946
United States Department of the Army
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Mioo (Aga Wrtatko -
29 Bast £93h Btroet
ficy Yoxk 16, Dow York

Do Mica Vrtatkos

Purthor refercrco S rfo 0 your otter of 8 Jopuary 294,
oorning your brothoy, Private Fivoet Class Jemos 6. Trtatko.

o the Way Dipapteant by Captain Bsrry A. Tyllas, MHedical Coxps,
ooccplisron with a requous fron this offics: - -

foom Gevolptein, S0S0RUNND s colled 1o =5 by noy ond

B woo not woutdsd tub ha vas coxdonsly $11,  ReRRanhoen,
cheokod his 403 tage o Jooked at Min f2sricen Bed Crono
1éessificntion oard.

smausonin vith hoape fodlure. 55 capired vithio o fow

Botte

iy

\ hin ot 9038 Dorth Eosmovo Aveaws, Chicogo 50, Xllinoin.

' mmﬁm‘wmmemmummmt underatend-
ablo end I vegrot that oo much soproy bas ot $0 you €04 your fonily,
The following infoscation woscrding your teother's dcoth wio cubsitted

*t firot cow Pre Jerss H.Vrtatks In o Goreon priconar
of vor oollocting point at Dottorchein, Gen—ny, on & about
15 Joousey 1945, Mo Yrtatko was trought to this colleoting
point an ¢ littor patient fros o box sar that Asd =owed up

rosognized ths 30lat Divielon vhonlder patch that ha wawe. |

“7 exr-dnsd his Rutws which rovealed g 41ffuso ¥roachial
ro—ts after T fisot oo hdn, I beliovs ha wan bwrisd ot
L.}

In the event you wich to scc=unioate with Onptain Tylles, you may eldrces

Binse the Quarterenstor Oeomyaul, Hochington 23, D, C., han Jurige
aiesion over oll mttors poriainieg {o tho darisl éﬂ dispuaition of

wwﬁmmwtndmmnmmmlmnemu,lm
Yo
Q-.,\\" “sr‘\
: N
Ny N

>

Lo

in

I
b 3

Y
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Letters File, James Vrtatko

Letter from Major General Edward Witchell to Olga Vrtatko, February 27, 1946
United States Department of the Army

—— = o hiiagd B ] e “‘\.F - - “ . T P -
A . . W’U?:
~ s o
s . Pt
) 20 mthf» Femos: .

AGYC-
(B 3an &6) 36 : _ -
farwarding & copy of your lstter o that officisl fur spprojriste atbentics
amm'ml:hm. ’

; ry ecoowrning any focorations whick Friwmte Tristio sy havs
be the sudject of & later commmmisation. :
. Thars is vy ‘-umxmmtamm,mmgmtzmumt
wmmaxmmm'nwmmum‘mmm
comfort you 5o yuu® bHovesveseat. _
‘ Binsedely youre,

Bvann ¥, WITSLILL |
The Adjctens Ganersl of the Aray
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Letters File, James Vrtatko

Report of Investigation Area Searching, April 6, 1946
United States Department of the Army
Note: the family would not have received a copy of this document.

o

- - e R S
TGRS | TSFET - el
Form, No. 10 8 3
27-8-45

REPORT OF lNVESTIGATION AREA SEARCHING

To be completely filled out and attached to each copy of 6R Form I,
»Report of Burial‘‘ when disinterment is accomplished.

'

i. Was investigation preceded by Advance Publicity Yea. .. S
Gf Spema] Investlgatwn S0 mdlcate)

2 VRTATKO  JAMES H. P.F.C_ 36396086 ... 326. ABNE. MED.,.CO..
(Full pame of deceased) - (Rank) (ASN) (Organization)
3. State: Means of identification, i. e. identification, fags attached to marker, inscription on grave
marker, cemetery records, townhall records, etc. and Source of Information, i. e. identification tags,
. identification cards. identification bracelet, leather name plate on flying jacket, clothmg marks etc.
'g:\ One I.D.tag found on deceased - S O —

Rank unit taken frém W.D.Casualty. List
4. Give exact location of isolated grave, furnishing coordinates and letter prefix, map sheet seale
J and series used; also name_of nearest town: Nettersheim,Ger.(wF=2111)

Mo Ref .Ger.1/250,000 Koln K=51 ...
NOTE ATTACH OVERLAY SHOWING EXACT LOCATION OF ISOL&TED GRAVE
-TYING LOCATION IN WITH PERMANENT LANDMARKS.
5. Full name of cemetery (include plot, row ‘and grave if organized cemefery) ...
- Nettersheim Cemetery  Plot 1,Row. 2,Grave.5,...(See. sketch)...
-6. Approximate or established date of death (stite which and give basis for date selected)
22 Jan 1945 established date Eiven by Burgermeister.. ... ...
‘ _Peter Schmal
n’ ’ 7 Approximate -or established date of burial (give basis ford ate established)'....m...... e et
26Jan 1945 established d;lté glven. by. Burgermelster. ...
8. Manner in which grave was marked. show information contained on the marker
Wocden Cross,Private Vrtatko,James He U.S.A. AN
Geb.1/8/08  Gest,22/1/45

- 9. List personal effects found in possession of civilian and custodial pel~0u11el now retammg

furnishing name and address of individuals concerned

(None ) . -~ : ' !

= =

10. Furnish information obtained concerning place. and particulars surrounding death and burial;
give the names and addresses of all persons.furnishing such information (contact local Mayor,
priest, police hospitals, cemetery sextons or caretakers, those responsible for burial and others
possessing lmportant information) The. deceased dled. enroute..from. Gerolstein

to_an unknown destination.He.disd.in. Nettersheim Ger.and wa
buried in the Nettersheim. Cemetery.

informant : Yeter Schmal Houge. 38
ettershelim,Germanye.

11. Give name and address “of person~who-can guide disinterring team to burial location ...
© Peter Schmal.Howse”538 Burgermeister.of. Nettersheim,Ger

ABMCEDUCATION.ORG
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Report of Investigation Area Searching, April 6, 1946
United States Department of the Army
Note: the family would not have received a copy of this document.
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L]
"

12. Is this atrocity case:NO... Is there evidence that it may be:

persons were members .

........ NO

g If answer is yes, has responible War Crimes representative been notified ...

13. Names and addressev of persons commlttmg the atxomty or the military unit of Whlch these g

PR

i

( Not applicable )

Crew: melnbers and _state whether burled at this location ‘or a ‘survivor ...

14, If unidentified and a crew memher ofaplane or velucle, indicate names of any other known

15 If umder’tlﬁed suppfy any ot the fo]lowmg mformatlon determmable

a. Craw position in plane or vehicle

b. Plane or vehicle serial numh_er.,, . Type

e. Tnstailed weapons

.- Serial Number - Calibre & Mfgr. . Serial- Number,

d. Engine serial number.

Calibre & Mfgr. I

6895

‘ S natufe of Investi anng Offlcer
WILLIAM H. f :
2nd Lt.0~2018275
6890 QM GR Co.
Rank ASN
* b g
_‘)l” " B :\

QA Gx\ Co%

o

L Disinterment roved by, (HQ. Authorizing-Exhamation) = =7
Ao ment_approve
BisexmEromix reburial /aurink made by ....6884th. QM GR Dot (GA)
Date of *SWKEl/reburial .. 6. Apr/46

Place of tworit/reburial U. S Military C

Plot.....¢ - Row 10 Grave 345
NOTE: Additional particulars regarding.investigation —
will be placed on additional sheet. 2
. ocgd P . : e SIS
: . * Cross out word not applicab]e.
= e
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Letters File, James Vrtatko

Letter from Major James L. Prenn to Miss Olga Vrtatko, August 7, 1946
United States Department of the Army

(252} I —~—f
v QGYG 293 \ :
Vrtatko, James H. ¥ )
A SN 36 396 086 A
7 August 1946

Address Reply To
THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
Attention: Memorial Division

Miss Olga Vrtatko
29 East 29th Street
New York 16, New York

Dear Miss Vrtatko:

This office promised that upon receipt of burial information
concerning your brother you would be advised,

The official report of burial shows that the remains of your bro=
ther were originally interred in the Nettersheim Cemetery, Nettersheim,
Germany, but were later disinterred and moved to a more suitable site
where constant care of the grave can be assured by our Forces in the
field. -

The report of burial further discloses that the remains of your
brother are now interred in Plot G, Row 10, Grave 248, in the United
States Hilitary Cemetery feouville-en-Condros, Belgium, located-nimns
miles southwest of Liege, Belgium, —

FOR THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL:

Sincerely yours,

JAMES L. PRONN = £ =% 509
¥ajor, QMC — :13{
Asgsistant e =
DL 2
' 2 =
L=
T Er

e e
e

ABMCEDUCATION.ORG
American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day | Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media


http://abmceducation.org

Activity: Some Gave All | Handouts

Letters File, James Vrtatko

Letter from Major General T. B. Larkin to Mrs. Barbara N. Vrtatko, August 19, 1946
United States Department of the Army

Q)\ LA - -~

- ‘ e
3

1

. 19 August 1546

¥re. Barare X. Vrtatko
2702 Bouth Noman Avanve
Chicago, Iliinoim

Doy Mre, Vetatko:

The War Department 18 most desirous that you e furnished infor-
mtion regarding the duriml looation of your som, the late Private
¥irst Class Jomes K. VYrtatko, A.5.B. 5% 396 086, =

~—15¢ recoxds of this offics &iscloss that his remains are interred
in the Thited States Military Cemrtery Nouville-en-Condrox, plos &, row
10, greve 2i8, You may be assured that the i1dentification mnd {ntersent
have been accomplished with Titting dignity and solesnity.

This comstery 1w lnoahd nines milescsonthvest of Liege, Belgtum,
and is wdsy the constant mmmommnormmaumun-

tary psrsonnel.

The War Depariment hss now been authorized 4o » &t Govern~
mnt axpense, with the feasible wishes of the next regarding
fimal intermsnt, here or sdrosd, of the remains of your loved cne. Ab
& Inter date, this office will, without any astion on your part, pro-
de the next of kin with full information and solioit his detailed

)

ires, ,
: wuimorgnmwmymmtm‘.

"Binosrely yours,
T. B. LARKIN
MeJjor General f&‘
= The Quartezmmater Gendal TN
he = m{/
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Decision File, Charles Hewes

Letter from Major General Thomas B. Larkin to Mrs. Mabel B. Elder, January 12, 1948

United States Department of the Army

-

Declassified in accordance with D.O. 13526

i

12 January 1948
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Decision File, Charles Hewes

Disposition of World War Il Armed Forces Dead, 1946
United States Department of War

It DISPOSITION
: M OF = » = » =
WORLD WAR II
- ARMED FORCES
DEAD + * * %
g
= l % \ ?&?
DISPOSITION
S | OF
§ WORLD WAR II
g ARMED FORCES DEAD
34
A 5 i e
E G g
§§ iy
| ¥ WAR DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
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Decision File, Charles Hewes

Disposition of World War Il Armed Forces Dead, 1946
United States Department of War

DEDICATION

In deep and everlasting appreciation of
the heroic efforts of those who, in keeping
their couniry free, made the supreme sac-
rifice in World War IT—the entire Nation
has been dedicated to disposing of the
mortal remains of those honored dead, in
a manner consistent with the wishes of
their next of kin.

PRESIDENT OF THE

UNITED STATES

FOREWORD

HE Congress of the United States has
Tauthorized the Secretary of War to

carry out all feasible wishes of the next
of kin for disposition of the remains of
those Americans who made the supreme sac-
rifice during World War II. The next of
kin of those members of the armed forces
as well as of the civilians who served with
the armed forces will be requested to indi-
cate their wishes.

This program is not alone a War Depart-
ment program, but rather a coordinated
program jointly planned and participated in
by all the armed forces of the United States
and those governmental agencies whose per-
sonnel served overseas in World War II with
the armed forces. The Quartermaster Gen-

- eral of the Army, acting for the Secretary
of War, will administer this program,

The information contained in the succeed-

- ing pages is published so that, as next of
kin, you may become acquainted with your
rights under the law, and learn of the pro-

@
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Decision File, Charles Hewes

Disposition of World War Il Armed Forces Dead, 1946
United States Department of War

2

visions that have been made for carrying
out your desires. If you have a question
or several questions, not included in the fol-
lowing pages, please send it—or them—to
the Office of The Quartermaster General,
Memorial Division, War Department,
Washington 25, D. C. Every endeavor will
be made to carry out your expressed desire.
All efforts will be devoted to ensuring
such final resting places for our honored
dead as they themselves would choose. The
selection of the procedure to be followed,
however, is now yours, as next of kin.

Question: Who is the next of kin?

Answer: In order best to insure a
proper disposition of the remains, the War
Department will, in the absence of special
circumstances, recognize designations for
disposition of decedent’s remains from per-
sons specified below in the order indicated:

a. If the deceased was unmarried.

1. Father.

2. Mother.

3. Brothers over 21 years of age, in
the order of their seniority.

3

4, Sisters over 21 years of age, in
the order of their seniority.

5. Next of kin of legal age in order
of their relation to decedent.

b. If the deceased was married.

1. Widow or widower (if not di-
vorced, separated, or remarried) .

9. Sons of the deceased, who are
over 21 years of age, in the order
of their seniority.

3. Daughters of the deceased, who
are over 21 years of age, in the
order of their seniority.

4. Next of kin of legal age in the
order specified for unmarried de-
ceased personnel, as set forth in
par. & 5 above,

Question: What should I do if I con-
clude that I am not the next of kin?

Answer: If, after reading the answers
to the preceding question, you have decided
that you are not the next of kin, not the one
authorized to direct the disposition of the re-
mains, please fill in part ITI of the “Request
for Disposition of Remains” form and re-
turn it in the postage-free, addressed enve-
lope that has been provided.

4

Question: If I have concluded that I
am the next of kin, may I relinquish my
rights to someone else?

Answer: If you are the next of kin as
outlined in answer to the first question, you
may relinquish your rights to dispose of
the decedent’s remains, The rights which
you had then pass to the next existing per-
son in the order of eligibility outlined in
answer to the first question. To accomplish
this, please complete part II of the form
entitled “Request for Disposition of Re-
mains” and return it to the Office of the
Quartermaster General, Memorial Division,
War Department, Washington 25, D. C.

Question: What should I do if I con-
clude that I am the next of kin and wish to
exercise my rights?

Answer: If you have now decided that
you are the next of kin, please read the fol-
lowing pages and make your decision on the
various options that are presented for your
selection. Then please complete part I of
the “Request for Disposition of Remains”
form, have the form notarized in the space
provided for this purpose, place the form

5

in the addressed, postage-free envelope that
has been furnished and promptly mail it.

The reinterment of these honored dead
is a tremendous undertaking. It will be car-
ried out, area by area, from all over the
world. It is an undertaking that will require
many months, probably years, to complete.
It will be accomplished in reverent and or-
derly manner. Your action in promptly re-
turning the completed “Request for Dispo-
sition of Remains” form will greatly assist
in the performance of this sacred duty.
Prompt action is stressed. You are urged,
therefore, to return the inclosed request form
within 30 days after its receipt by you.

Although emphasis has been laid upon
the necessity for your prompt action, even
answer by return mail will not effect im-
mediate action in event that you decide upon
option 2. If you should elect option 2, it is
advised .that no funeral or other personal
arrangements be made until you are further
notified by this office.

723548°—46—2
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OPTIONS TO BE GIVEN NEXT
OF KIN

Option 1—

The remains be interred in @ permanent
American military cemetery overseas.

The establishment of permanent
American military cemeteries over-
seas in the various areas in which
American forces served is contem-
plated.

Option 2—
The remains be returned to the United
States, or any possession or ierritory there-

of, for interment by next of kin in « private
cemetery.

Shipment will be made to the city or
town designated by the next of kin.

Option 3—

The remains be shipped within, or returned

to a foreign couniry, the homeland of the

deceased or next of kin, for interment by

next of kin in a private cemetery.
Shipment to a foreign country is
dependent upon the ability of the
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United States Government to obtain

- entry and reinterment authority
therein. If authority can be ob-
tained, shipment will be made to the
city or town designated by the next
of kin.

Option 4—
The remains be returned to the United

States for final interment in @ national
cemelery.

When this option is desired, the re-
mains will be transported to the
continental United States and in-
terred in a national cemetery se-
lected by the next of kin. Burial in
the national cemetery desired is sub-
ject to availability of space therein.

Alternate Choice

If the options described abeve do not pro-
vide for your wish, it is suggested you
submit your specific desire to the Office of
The Quartermaster General for final de-
cision by the War Department as to its
legality and practicability.

Cremation

If cremation of the remains is desired, spe-
cific request that the remains be cremated
should be made on page 2 of the Form “Re-
quest for Disposition of Remains,” in the
block titled, “Remarks and Additional In-
structions.” The request should include a
statement as to whether the next of kin de-
sires to arrange for private cremation serv-
ices or wishes the Government to make
necessary cremation arrangements. Upon
receipt of this request a letter pertaining to
the Government procedure to carry out the
wishes of the next of kin in this respect will
be forwarded to the next of kin from the
Office of The Quartermaster General.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON
OPTIONS GIVEN ABOVE

All Options

On all options, all costs of exhumation,
preparation of remains, casketing, and
shipment to the city or town designated by
next of kin, or his duly authorized repre-
sentative, will be borne by the Government
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of the United States. In all cases the Gov-
ernment will provide a flag of the United
States to be used for proper draping of the
casket during interment services. If next
of kin of the deceased, or authorized repre-
sentative, is present at the time of final
interment, this burial flag will be presented.
Otherwise, this burial flag will be forwarded
to next of kin.

Option I—Permanent American Mili-
tary Cemetery Querseas

The establishment of permanent Ameri-
can military cemeteries overseas, in the
various areas in which American Forces
served, is contemplated. These ceneteries
will be beautified, maintained, and perma-
nently cared for by the United States Gov-
ernment. To assist the next of kin in de-
termining the place of final interment, a
pamphlet describing permanent American
military cemeteries abroad, and national
cemeteries in the United States, is inclosed.
All expenses incident to burial in permanent
American military cemeteries will be paid
by the Government. When the next of kin
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requests that remains be interred in such
cemeteries, they will be removed from their
temporary burial location, prepared for re-
burial, casketed, transferred to the site of
final interment and reburied there, all at
Government expense. An Army chaplain
will conduct appropriate religious services
at the time of this reburial. The location of
the permanent burial site will then be com-
municated to you. A temporary inscribed
grave marker, (Cross, or Star of Devid,)
will identify the grave until it can be re-
placed by the Government with an approved
type inscribed headstone.

Option 2—Private Cemetery in
United States

If option 2 is selected, in addition to the
expenses outlined above, the Government
will contribute a sum not to exceed $50
toward the defrayment of actual burial
expenses. Costs or expenses in excess of
$50 must be borne by the person who con-
tracted for the services. Funeral services
at the private cemetery will be as arranged
by the next of kin. Local veterans’ organi-
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zations and the State Guard may be con-
tacted for assistance in arranging for such
military rites as may be desired. These
organizations will cooperate insofar as their
facilities permit. Arrangements for the
burial plot are the responsibility of the next
of kin.

An escort, provided at the expense of the
Government, will accompany the remains to
the city or town designated by the next of
kin and will be instructed to obtain the
signature of the next of kin, funeral director,
or other designated representative of next
of kin, in receipt for the remains. If the
next of kin requests the escort to remain for
the funeral services, the escort will be per-
mitted to remain for a period not to exceed
72 hours from the time he arrives with the
remains. The escort will deliver appropri-
ate printed instructions regarding the man-
ner of submitting claim for the Government
contribution of $50 toward defrayment of
actual burial expenses.

Option 3—Private Cemetery Querseas

If option 3 is selected, in addition to those
services provided under all options, the
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Government will contribute a sum not to
exceed $50 toward the defrayment of actual
burial expenses. Costs or expenses in ex-
cess of $50 must be borne by the person who
contracted for the services. Funeral serv-
ices at the private cemetery will be as ar-
ranged by the next of kin.

An escort, provided at the expense of the
Government, will accompany the remains to
the city or town designated by the next of
kin and will be instructed to obtain the
signature of the next of kin, funeral director,
or other designated representative of next
of kin, in receipt for the remains.

The Government will provide assistance
in obtaining medical clearance and reinter-
ment authority. Next of kin must arrange
for burial plot and such funeral services as
may be desired.

Upon application to the Office of The
Quartermaster General, Memorial Division,
War Department, Washington 25, D. C,,
after interment, the next of kin will be fur-
nished appropriate instructions regarding
the manner of submitting claim for reim-
bursement of a sum not to exceed $50 to

13

cover expenses incurred during final in-
terment.

Option 4—U. S. National Cemetery

National cemeteries were established in
the United States in honor of and to provide
final resting places for deceased members
of the armed forces. To assist the next of
kin in determining the place of final inter-
ment, a pamphlet describing permanent
American military cemeteries abroad, and
national cemeteries in the United States, is
inclosed. If the deceased was a member of
the Armed Forces of the United States, the
option, “Return to the United States for
final interment in a national cemetery,”
authorizes selection as the site for final
interment, a national cemetery which is
open for burials. A listing of these ceme-
teries which are open for additional burials
is inclosed. If the cemetery chosen by the
next of kin is no longer open for additional
burials when the reply form “Request for
Disposition of Remains” is received, the
next of kin will be advised and requested to
make another choice from a list of national
cemeteries open at the time.
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Remains may be shipped directly to the
selected national cemetery for interment and
funeral services; or, remains may be shipped
to the place designated by you and thence
to a national cemetery for interment. In
the latter case, the Government will be re-
sponsible for transportation cost in an
amount not to exceed the travel expense
otherwise necessary to move the remains
to the national cemetery by a direct route
from the Distribution Center.

An escort, provided at the expense of the
Government, will accompany the remains to
the national cemetery selected, or the city
or town designated by the next of kin if it is
desired that the remains be shipped to a
designated city or town for religious serv-
ices prior to interment in the selected
national cemetery. In the latter case, the
escort, if so requested by the next of kin,
will be permitted to remain for the services
for a period not to exceed 72 hours from
the time he arrives with the remains. The
escort will be instructed to obtain signature
of next of kin, funeral director or other
designated representative of the next of kin,
in receipt for the remains. Provision for
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services of an attendant to accompany the
remains from the place where services were
held to the selected national cemetery is an
obligation of the next of kin.

When interment in a national cemetery is
your choice, there will be no cost to you for
the grave site, the opening of the grave or
the actual interment and closing of the
grave, Also as stated previously, the Gov-
ernment approved type of inscribed head-
stone will be provided automatically at no
cost to you.

Identity of Deceased

Prior to the registering of a grave over-
seas as containing the remains of a desig-
nated (by name) member of the armed
forces of the United States, every means
possible was employed and every known
method was pursued to established defi-
nitely and positively the identity of the
deceased. In this respect, no effort was
considered to be too great and meticulous
attention was given to smallest details.
Identity having been thus established, evi-
dence of identity was buried with the re-

*
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mains and indicated on the grave marker.
If removal and reburial elsewhere become
necessary, all records will again be checked
and all evidence of identity again examined.
Military personnel especially trained in the
procedure supervise and directly control
these operations. Also, from the time of
exhumation of the remains until their recep-
tion by next of kin, they will be under con-
stant protection of military escorts. Thus,
when the next of kin is requested to indicate
his desires in the manner of final disposi-
tion of the remains of a certain member of
the Armed Forces of the United States, he
and all others may rest assured that the
identity of the remains has been definitely
established.

INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE
DECEASED

When information on any of the follow-
ing listed subjects, with respect to the per-
sonnel indicated is desired, the inquiry
should be addressed to the office that is
listed below:

17

Army, State Depariment, Merchant
Marine, U. S. Employment Service,
Red Cross, and War Correspond-

ent Personnel:

Death (circumstances surrounding death)
and missing personnel—
The Adjutant General,
Casualty Branch,
Munitions Building,
Washington 25, D. C.

Cemeterial and Burial Information—
Office of The Quartermaster General,
Memorial Division, War Department,
Washington 25, D. C.

Personal Effects—
Army Effects Bureau,
Kansas City Quartermaster Depot,
601 Hardesty Avenue,
Kansas City 1, Mo.

Religious Matters—
War Department,
Office, Chief of Chaplains,
Washington 25, D. C.
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Navy Personnel: burial information, personal effects, and
Death (circumstances surrounding death), religious matters—
Missing Personnel, Personal Effects, and Commandant,
Religious Matters— U. S. Coast Guard,
Bureau of Naval Personnel, Washington 25, D. C.

Navy Department,
Washington 25, D. C.

Cemeterial and Burial Information—
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery,
Navy Department,

Washington 25, D. C.

Marine Corps Personnel:

Death (circumstances surrounding death)
and missing personnel, cemeterial and
burial information, personal effects, and
religious matters—

Commandant,

U. S. Marine Corps,
Navy Department,
Washington 25, D. C.

Coast Guard Personnel:
Death (circumstances surrounding death)
and missing personnel, cemeterial and

U 5. GOVERNMENT PRIKTING OFFICE: 1945
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DEDICATION

In deep and everlasting appreciation of
the heroic efforts of those who, in keeping
their couniry free, made the supreme sac-
rifice in World War IT—the entire Nation
has been dedicated to disposing of the
mortal remains of those honored dead, in
a manner consistent with the wishes of
their next of kin.

PRESIDENT OF THE

UNITED STATES

FOREWORD

HE Congress of the United States has
Tauthorized the Secretary of War to

carry out all feasible wishes of the next
of kin for disposition of the remains of
those Americans who made the supreme sac-
rifice during World War II. The next of
kin of those members of the armed forces
as well as of the civilians who served with
the armed forces will be requested to indi-
cate their wishes.

This program is not alone a War Depart-
ment program, but rather a coordinated
program jointly planned and participated in
by all the armed forces of the United States
and those governmental agencies whose per-
sonnel served overseas in World War II with
the armed forces. The Quartermaster Gen-

- eral of the Army, acting for the Secretary
of War, will administer this program,

The information contained in the succeed-

- ing pages is published so that, as next of
kin, you may become acquainted with your
rights under the law, and learn of the pro-

@
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visions that have been made for carrying
out your desires. If you have a question
or several questions, not included in the fol-
lowing pages, please send it—or them—to
the Office of The Quartermaster General,
Memorial Division, War Department,
Washington 25, D. C. Every endeavor will
be made to carry out your expressed desire.
All efforts will be devoted to ensuring
such final resting places for our honored
dead as they themselves would choose. The
selection of the procedure to be followed,
however, is now yours, as next of kin.

Question: Who is the next of kin?

Answer: In order best to insure a
proper disposition of the remains, the War
Department will, in the absence of special
circumstances, recognize designations for
disposition of decedent’s remains from per-
sons specified below in the order indicated:

a. If the deceased was unmarried.

1. Father.

2. Mother.

3. Brothers over 21 years of age, in
the order of their seniority.
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4, Sisters over 21 years of age, in
the order of their seniority.

5. Next of kin of legal age in order
of their relation to decedent.

b. If the deceased was married.

1. Widow or widower (if not di-
vorced, separated, or remarried) .

9. Sons of the deceased, who are
over 21 years of age, in the order
of their seniority.

3. Daughters of the deceased, who
are over 21 years of age, in the
order of their seniority.

4. Next of kin of legal age in the
order specified for unmarried de-
ceased personnel, as set forth in
par. & 5 above,

Question: What should I do if I con-
clude that I am not the next of kin?

Answer: If, after reading the answers
to the preceding question, you have decided
that you are not the next of kin, not the one
authorized to direct the disposition of the re-
mains, please fill in part ITI of the “Request
for Disposition of Remains” form and re-
turn it in the postage-free, addressed enve-
lope that has been provided.
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Question: If I have concluded that I
am the next of kin, may I relinquish my
rights to someone else?

Answer: If you are the next of kin as
outlined in answer to the first question, you
may relinquish your rights to dispose of
the decedent’s remains, The rights which
you had then pass to the next existing per-
son in the order of eligibility outlined in
answer to the first question. To accomplish
this, please complete part II of the form
entitled “Request for Disposition of Re-
mains” and return it to the Office of the
Quartermaster General, Memorial Division,
War Department, Washington 25, D. C.

Question: What should I do if I con-
clude that I am the next of kin and wish to
exercise my rights?

Answer: If you have now decided that
you are the next of kin, please read the fol-
lowing pages and make your decision on the
various options that are presented for your
selection. Then please complete part I of
the “Request for Disposition of Remains”
form, have the form notarized in the space
provided for this purpose, place the form
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in the addressed, postage-free envelope that
has been furnished and promptly mail it.

The reinterment of these honored dead
is a tremendous undertaking. It will be car-
ried out, area by area, from all over the
world. It is an undertaking that will require
many months, probably years, to complete.
It will be accomplished in reverent and or-
derly manner. Your action in promptly re-
turning the completed “Request for Dispo-
sition of Remains” form will greatly assist
in the performance of this sacred duty.
Prompt action is stressed. You are urged,
therefore, to return the inclosed request form
within 30 days after its receipt by you.

Although emphasis has been laid upon
the necessity for your prompt action, even
answer by return mail will not effect im-
mediate action in event that you decide upon
option 2. If you should elect option 2, it is
advised .that no funeral or other personal
arrangements be made until you are further
notified by this office.

723548°—46—2
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OPTIONS TO BE GIVEN NEXT
OF KIN

Option 1—

The remains be interred in @ permanent
American military cemetery overseas.

The establishment of permanent
American military cemeteries over-
seas in the various areas in which
American forces served is contem-
plated.

Option 2—
The remains be returned to the United
States, or any possession or ierritory there-

of, for interment by next of kin in « private
cemetery.

Shipment will be made to the city or
town designated by the next of kin.

Option 3—

The remains be shipped within, or returned

to a foreign couniry, the homeland of the

deceased or next of kin, for interment by

next of kin in a private cemetery.
Shipment to a foreign country is
dependent upon the ability of the
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United States Government to obtain

- entry and reinterment authority
therein. If authority can be ob-
tained, shipment will be made to the
city or town designated by the next
of kin.

Option 4—
The remains be returned to the United

States for final interment in @ national
cemelery.

When this option is desired, the re-
mains will be transported to the
continental United States and in-
terred in a national cemetery se-
lected by the next of kin. Burial in
the national cemetery desired is sub-
ject to availability of space therein.

Alternate Choice

If the options described abeve do not pro-
vide for your wish, it is suggested you
submit your specific desire to the Office of
The Quartermaster General for final de-
cision by the War Department as to its
legality and practicability.

Cremation

If cremation of the remains is desired, spe-
cific request that the remains be cremated
should be made on page 2 of the Form “Re-
quest for Disposition of Remains,” in the
block titled, “Remarks and Additional In-
structions.” The request should include a
statement as to whether the next of kin de-
sires to arrange for private cremation serv-
ices or wishes the Government to make
necessary cremation arrangements. Upon
receipt of this request a letter pertaining to
the Government procedure to carry out the
wishes of the next of kin in this respect will
be forwarded to the next of kin from the
Office of The Quartermaster General.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON
OPTIONS GIVEN ABOVE

All Options

On all options, all costs of exhumation,
preparation of remains, casketing, and
shipment to the city or town designated by
next of kin, or his duly authorized repre-
sentative, will be borne by the Government
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of the United States. In all cases the Gov-
ernment will provide a flag of the United
States to be used for proper draping of the
casket during interment services. If next
of kin of the deceased, or authorized repre-
sentative, is present at the time of final
interment, this burial flag will be presented.
Otherwise, this burial flag will be forwarded
to next of kin.

Option I—Permanent American Mili-
tary Cemetery Querseas

The establishment of permanent Ameri-
can military cemeteries overseas, in the
various areas in which American Forces
served, is contemplated. These ceneteries
will be beautified, maintained, and perma-
nently cared for by the United States Gov-
ernment. To assist the next of kin in de-
termining the place of final interment, a
pamphlet describing permanent American
military cemeteries abroad, and national
cemeteries in the United States, is inclosed.
All expenses incident to burial in permanent
American military cemeteries will be paid
by the Government. When the next of kin
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requests that remains be interred in such
cemeteries, they will be removed from their
temporary burial location, prepared for re-
burial, casketed, transferred to the site of
final interment and reburied there, all at
Government expense. An Army chaplain
will conduct appropriate religious services
at the time of this reburial. The location of
the permanent burial site will then be com-
municated to you. A temporary inscribed
grave marker, (Cross, or Star of Devid,)
will identify the grave until it can be re-
placed by the Government with an approved
type inscribed headstone.

Option 2—Private Cemetery in
United States

If option 2 is selected, in addition to the
expenses outlined above, the Government
will contribute a sum not to exceed $50
toward the defrayment of actual burial
expenses. Costs or expenses in excess of
$50 must be borne by the person who con-
tracted for the services. Funeral services
at the private cemetery will be as arranged
by the next of kin. Local veterans’ organi-
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zations and the State Guard may be con-
tacted for assistance in arranging for such
military rites as may be desired. These
organizations will cooperate insofar as their
facilities permit. Arrangements for the
burial plot are the responsibility of the next
of kin.

An escort, provided at the expense of the
Government, will accompany the remains to
the city or town designated by the next of
kin and will be instructed to obtain the
signature of the next of kin, funeral director,
or other designated representative of next
of kin, in receipt for the remains. If the
next of kin requests the escort to remain for
the funeral services, the escort will be per-
mitted to remain for a period not to exceed
72 hours from the time he arrives with the
remains. The escort will deliver appropri-
ate printed instructions regarding the man-
ner of submitting claim for the Government
contribution of $50 toward defrayment of
actual burial expenses.

Option 3—Private Cemetery Querseas

If option 3 is selected, in addition to those
services provided under all options, the
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Government will contribute a sum not to
exceed $50 toward the defrayment of actual
burial expenses. Costs or expenses in ex-
cess of $50 must be borne by the person who
contracted for the services. Funeral serv-
ices at the private cemetery will be as ar-
ranged by the next of kin.

An escort, provided at the expense of the
Government, will accompany the remains to
the city or town designated by the next of
kin and will be instructed to obtain the
signature of the next of kin, funeral director,
or other designated representative of next
of kin, in receipt for the remains.

The Government will provide assistance
in obtaining medical clearance and reinter-
ment authority. Next of kin must arrange
for burial plot and such funeral services as
may be desired.

Upon application to the Office of The
Quartermaster General, Memorial Division,
War Department, Washington 25, D. C,,
after interment, the next of kin will be fur-
nished appropriate instructions regarding
the manner of submitting claim for reim-
bursement of a sum not to exceed $50 to
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cover expenses incurred during final in-
terment.

Option 4—U. S. National Cemetery

National cemeteries were established in
the United States in honor of and to provide
final resting places for deceased members
of the armed forces. To assist the next of
kin in determining the place of final inter-
ment, a pamphlet describing permanent
American military cemeteries abroad, and
national cemeteries in the United States, is
inclosed. If the deceased was a member of
the Armed Forces of the United States, the
option, “Return to the United States for
final interment in a national cemetery,”
authorizes selection as the site for final
interment, a national cemetery which is
open for burials. A listing of these ceme-
teries which are open for additional burials
is inclosed. If the cemetery chosen by the
next of kin is no longer open for additional
burials when the reply form “Request for
Disposition of Remains” is received, the
next of kin will be advised and requested to
make another choice from a list of national
cemeteries open at the time.
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Remains may be shipped directly to the
selected national cemetery for interment and
funeral services; or, remains may be shipped
to the place designated by you and thence
to a national cemetery for interment. In
the latter case, the Government will be re-
sponsible for transportation cost in an
amount not to exceed the travel expense
otherwise necessary to move the remains
to the national cemetery by a direct route
from the Distribution Center.

An escort, provided at the expense of the
Government, will accompany the remains to
the national cemetery selected, or the city
or town designated by the next of kin if it is
desired that the remains be shipped to a
designated city or town for religious serv-
ices prior to interment in the selected
national cemetery. In the latter case, the
escort, if so requested by the next of kin,
will be permitted to remain for the services
for a period not to exceed 72 hours from
the time he arrives with the remains. The
escort will be instructed to obtain signature
of next of kin, funeral director or other
designated representative of the next of kin,
in receipt for the remains. Provision for
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services of an attendant to accompany the
remains from the place where services were
held to the selected national cemetery is an
obligation of the next of kin.

When interment in a national cemetery is
your choice, there will be no cost to you for
the grave site, the opening of the grave or
the actual interment and closing of the
grave, Also as stated previously, the Gov-
ernment approved type of inscribed head-
stone will be provided automatically at no
cost to you.

Identity of Deceased

Prior to the registering of a grave over-
seas as containing the remains of a desig-
nated (by name) member of the armed
forces of the United States, every means
possible was employed and every known
method was pursued to established defi-
nitely and positively the identity of the
deceased. In this respect, no effort was
considered to be too great and meticulous
attention was given to smallest details.
Identity having been thus established, evi-
dence of identity was buried with the re-

*
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mains and indicated on the grave marker.
If removal and reburial elsewhere become
necessary, all records will again be checked
and all evidence of identity again examined.
Military personnel especially trained in the
procedure supervise and directly control
these operations. Also, from the time of
exhumation of the remains until their recep-
tion by next of kin, they will be under con-
stant protection of military escorts. Thus,
when the next of kin is requested to indicate
his desires in the manner of final disposi-
tion of the remains of a certain member of
the Armed Forces of the United States, he
and all others may rest assured that the
identity of the remains has been definitely
established.

INQUIRIES CONCERNING THE
DECEASED

When information on any of the follow-
ing listed subjects, with respect to the per-
sonnel indicated is desired, the inquiry
should be addressed to the office that is
listed below:
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Army, State Depariment, Merchant
Marine, U. S. Employment Service,
Red Cross, and War Correspond-

ent Personnel:

Death (circumstances surrounding death)
and missing personnel—
The Adjutant General,
Casualty Branch,
Munitions Building,
Washington 25, D. C.

Cemeterial and Burial Information—
Office of The Quartermaster General,
Memorial Division, War Department,
Washington 25, D. C.

Personal Effects—
Army Effects Bureau,
Kansas City Quartermaster Depot,
601 Hardesty Avenue,
Kansas City 1, Mo.

Religious Matters—
War Department,
Office, Chief of Chaplains,
Washington 25, D. C.

ABMCEDUCATION.ORG

American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day | Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media



http://abmceducation.org

Activity: Some Gave All | Handouts

Decision File, James Vrtatko

Disposition of World War Il Armed Forces Dead, 1946
United States Department of War
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Navy Personnel: burial information, personal effects, and
Death (circumstances surrounding death), religious matters—
Missing Personnel, Personal Effects, and Commandant,
Religious Matters— U. S. Coast Guard,
Bureau of Naval Personnel, Washington 25, D. C.

Navy Department,
Washington 25, D. C.

Cemeterial and Burial Information—
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery,
Navy Department,

Washington 25, D. C.

Marine Corps Personnel:

Death (circumstances surrounding death)
and missing personnel, cemeterial and
burial information, personal effects, and
religious matters—

Commandant,

U. S. Marine Corps,
Navy Department,
Washington 25, D. C.

Coast Guard Personnel:
Death (circumstances surrounding death)
and missing personnel, cemeterial and

U 5. GOVERNMENT PRIKTING OFFICE: 1945
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Declassified in accordan_ce with D.O. 13526

1

BUDGET BUREAU No. 43-R277.

’Eﬁussr FOR DISPOSITION OF REQQL 544

e W I
GRADE QF DECE!SED NAME, ARMY SERIAL NUMBER AND REPORTED PLACE OF BURIAL v 1
;
Capt Charles D. Hewes, 0-T27 6o
Plot T, Row 6, Grave 143, 12 Jemuary 1948
United States Military
Beuville~en~Condroz, Belglum
A C
H
DO NOT WRITE ABOVE THIS LINE B D

NOTE.—The next of kin should familiarize himself with the contents of the pamphlet, " Disposition of World War || Armed Forces Dead,"* before !
filling out this form. When the proper part of this form is filled out and properly signed by the next of kin, it should be returned to the
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER ‘GENERAL, MEMORIAL DIVISION, WAR DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON 25, D. C., in the
self-addressed postage-free envelope provided for this purpose.

If you are the next of kin or authorized representative of next of kin and desire to direct the disposition of the remains, please fill in PART |
of this form.

PART |

(Ple

ase to the d
“X”" in the proper box.)

Lo ilactie am

I,w-

(PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE NAME OF NEXT OF KIN)

D wipow D WIDOWER D SON OVER 21 YEARS OLD I:l DAUGHTER OVER 21 YEARS OLD

'
I:, FATHER E MOTHER D BROTHER OVER 21 YEARS OLD E] SISTER OVER 21 YEARS OLD
I:] RELATIONSHIP OTHER THAN ABOVE (Specify)

HAVING FAMILIARIZED MYSELF WITH THE OPTIONS WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE AVAILABLE TO ME WITH RESPECT TO THE FINAL RESTING PLACE OF THE DECEASED
DESIGNATED ABOVE, NOW DO DECLARE THAT IT IS MY DESIRE THAT THE REMAINS: (Please place an “X”’ in the opposite the optkm you hcne selected.)

), [
X },Lu wilddy ~em '/1(‘ ;’V‘
1. BE INTERRED IN A PERMANENT AMERICAN MILITARY CEMETERY OVERSEAS. © /¢ e
D 2. BE RETURNED TO THE UNITED STATES OR ANY POSSESSION OR TERRITORY THEREOF FOR INTERMENT BY NEXT OF KIN IN A PRIVATE CEMETERY

(NAME AND LOCATION OF CEMETERY)

O

THE HOMELAND OF THE DECEASED OR NEXT OF KIN, FOR INTERMENT BY NEXT OF KIN IN A
(FOREIGN COUNTRY) !

3. BE RETURNED TO.

PRIVATE CEMETERY LOCATED AT.

(LOCATION OF CEMETERY SELECTED)

I:I 4. BE RETURNED TO THE UNITED STATES FOR FINAL INTERMENT IN A NATIONAL CEMETERY LOCATED T

* TION OF NATIONAL CEMETERY SELECTED)
other than the selected national cemetery are desired by placing an *“* "= tie - # box)

DYB DNO

THE NAME OF THE DECEASED, THE SERIAL NUMBER AND GRADE ARE CORRECT EXCEPT FOR THE FOLLOWING CHANGES: (If no cor
this fact by inserting the word “NONE” in the space below.)

(Please indi if your own ata l

AAons)

Dp [ //f‘/';

Ceéa{gfaf‘r’~ (24
LAl

%ﬂ"m M 345 MILITARY iy o . P{m}\

2 1

e ; . M
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s

PART | (Continued)

y-- —‘\‘

\.JO

If on I’igb1 of this form you have selected Option Number 2 or 3, or Option Number 4 with your own funeral ceremonies desired at a location
other than the selected national cemetery, complete one of these sections.
1, AS THE NEXT OF KIN, DO FURTHER DECLARE THAT | DESIRE THE REMAINS TQ BE SENT TO THE FOLLOWING PERSON WHO HAS AGREED TO REC_GE ~AEM:

LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL

NUMBER AND STREET CITY OR TOWN COUNTY OR PROVINCE STATE OR TERRITORY OF L
> U.S. A, OR COUNTRY

EXPRESS OFFICE (. railroad TELEGRAPH ADDRESS TELEPHONE No.

OR
TO RECEIVE THEM:

1, AS THE NEXT OF KIN, DO FURTHER DECLARE THAT | DESIRE THE REMAINS TO BE SENT TO THE FOLLOWING FUNERAL DIRECTOR WHO HAS AGREED |

FULL NAME OF FUNERAL DIRECTOR

NUMBER AND STREET CITY OR TOWN COUNTY OR PROVINCE

S

STATE OR TERRITORY OF
U.S. A., OR COUNTRY

EXPRESS OFFICE ( railroad TELEGRAPH ADDRESS

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE PERSON NEXT IN LINE OF KINSHIP AFTER ME, AS SET FORTH IN THE
WORLD WAR Il ARMED FORCES DEAD," IS:

TELEPHONE No. [
PAMPHLET, “DISPOSITION OF I
|
|

LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL

RELATIONSHIP TO
DECEASED

NUMBER AND STREET CITY OR TOWN COUNTY OR PROVINCE

STATE OR TERRITORY OF
U. S. A.. OR COUNTRY

REMARKS OR ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS (For additional space use page 4.*)

'DISPOSITION OF THE SAID REMAINS.

1, the undersigned, DO SOLEMNLY SWEAR (OR AFFIRM) that the statements made by me in the foregoing
the best of my knowledge and belief.

mfﬁ.ma\)c\ E)dar b o |

= \3\0)&\

(SIGNATURE OF NEXT OF KIN)

AS EXPLAINED IN THE PAMPHLET, “DISPOSITION OF WORLD WAR 1l ARMED FORCES DEAD,"” | AM THE NEXT OF KIN AND THE INDIVIDUAL AUTHORIZED TO DIRECT THE

(ﬂ%)

W\\S:S‘

document arefull and true to

(NAME PRINTED OR TYPED)

7 (CITY AND STATE)

)

Subscribed and duly sworn to before me according to law by the above-named gpplicant this

~

19.23. at city (or town) of j

= !
day of —\'*-Q)""V’ |

and State (or Territory or

G s
., county of/ N

District) of

*NOTE.—Page 4 is part of the notarial attestation.

PAGE 2
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Request for Disposition of Remains, James Vrtatko
United States Department of the Army

. -

- BUDGET BUREAU No, 49-R277,

s FLUEST FOR DISPOSITION OF vl £ 7o '
GRADE OF DECEASED, NAME, ARMY SERIAL NUMBE i . 3‘

“AND REPORTED PLACE OF BUREAL DATE:

v viTATKD
Pfc Jamon H. -Yewsw, 36 396 086
Plot G, Row 10, Creve 243, |15 Jamery 1548
United Steten Militory Cemptery A
Rouvills-en-Condros, Belgium ‘

DO NOT WRITE ABOVE THIS LINE

NOTE.—The next of kin should familiarize himself with the contents of the pamphlet, **Disposition of World War |1 Armed Forces Dead," before
filling out this form. When the proper part of this form is filled out and properly signed by the next of kin, it should be returned to the
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL, MEMORIAL DIVISION, WAR DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON 25, D. C., in the
self-addressed postage-free envelope provided for this purpose.

If you are the next of kin or authorized representative of next of kin and desife to direct the disposition of the remains, please fill in PART [

™
]

of this ferm. ) b
PART | -

: . o ‘A T K n (Please indicate relationship to the deceased by placing an )

1, 9" i - “X™ in the proper box.) - N

(PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE NAME OF NEXT OF KIN) J‘

o “

D Winow D WIDOWER D SON OVER 21 YEARS QLD — D DAUGHTER OVER 21 YEARS OLD i
D FATHER m MOTHER D BROTHER QVER 21 YEARS OLD D SISTER OVER 2! YEARS OLD

[ reLatronsuie OTHER THAN ABOVE (Specify) ‘ . . !

HAVING FAMILIARIZED MYSELF WITH THE OPTIONS WHICH‘HAVE BEEN MADE AVAILABLE TO ME WITH RESPECT TO THE FINAL RESTING PLACE OF THE DECEASED “
. DESIGNATED ABOVE, NOW DO DECLARE THAT.IT IS MY DESIRE THAT THE REMA] NS: (Please place an “X™ in the box opposite the option you have selected.)

3 . . . Ly —(/‘ I \

= P t. T " Y A S b
- 1. BE INTERRED IN A PERMANENT AMERICAN MILITARY CEMETERY OVERSEAS. g o Z Ml N =
N . . RPN I
D 2._ BE RETURNED TOQ THE_UN]TED STATES OR ANY POSSESSION OR TERRITORY THEREOF FOR INTERMENT BY NEXT OF KIN IN A PRIVATE CEMETERY

(NAME AND LOCATION OF CEMETERY)

D 3, BE RETURNED TO THE HOMELAND OF THE DECEASED .OR NEXT OF KIN, FOR INTERMENT BY NEXT OF KIN IN A
(FOREIGN COUNTRY) -

PRIVATE CEMETERY LOCATED AT.

(LOCATION OF CEMETERY SELECTED)

D 4. BE RETURNED TO THE UNITED STATES FOR FINAL INTERMENT,IN_A NATIONAL CEMETERY,lOCATED.AT. - : Py S P e WS U
- e e " ! - . {LOCATION OF NATIONAL CEMETERY SELE_CTED) {}
{Please indicate if your own religlous services al a location other than the sel { national tery are desired by placing an “*X*’ in the proper box) !
L] ves 0 wo . o PR
THE NAME OF THE DECEASED, THE SERIAL NUMBER AND GRADE ARE CORRECT EXCEPT FOR THE FOLLOWING CHANGES: (If no cory 18 dre Iic

this fact by inserting the word “NONE”™ in the space below.)

. . Y T~ = 3.
: g : £
- ‘_?j;z.;_{%_ ,,fg_,\')fv - £%5
- : 16—50411-1 D
Wy i 345 MILITARY: - - 30 JiL 1948 %, »
o ey
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Request for Disposition of Remains, James Vrtatko
United States Department of the Army

" ' ! PART | (Continued) A ' S p
lf on Page 1 of this form you have selected ®gtion Number 2 or 3, orOption Number4W|th youtfuneral ceremanies desired at a |ocation

other than the selected naticnal cemstery, complete one of these sections.
1, AS THE NEXT OF KIN, DO FURTHER DECLARE THAT | DESI RE THE REMAINS TO BE SENT TC THE FOLLOWING PERSON WHO HAS AGREED TO RECEIVE THEM:

~

LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL
al.
B NUMBER AND STREET CITY OR TOWN COUNTY OR PROVINCE STATE OR TERRITORY OF
U.5 A, OR COUNTRY
EXPRESS OFFICE (Nearest railroad passenger station) TELEGRAPH ADDRESS : N TELEPHONE No.
OR : '
I, AS THE NEXT OF K!N ‘DO FURTHER DECLARE THAT | DESIRE THE REMAINS TO BE SENT TO THE FOLLOWING FUNERAL DIRECTOR WHO HAS AGREED
TO RECEIVE THEM:

FULL NAME OF FUNERAL DIRECTOR i i ) -

NUMBER AND STREET CITY OR TOWN COUNTY OR PROVINCE STATE OR TERRITORY OF'
. . . U.S. A.. OR COUNTRY
9
= | EXPRESS OFFICE (Wearest raflroad passerper slation) — | TELEGRAPF ADDRESS — = e | TELEPAONE NO- e
_ IN CASE OF EMERGENCY THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE PERSON NEXT IN LINE OF KINSHIP AFTER ME, AS SET FORTH [N THE PAMPHLET, "DISPOSITION OF
" WORLD WAR [I ARMED FORCES DEAD,” I$: ]
LAST NAME c ' T FIRST NAME = MIDDLE INITIAL = ©° RELATIONSHIP TO
o DECEASED
NUMBER AND STREET : CITY OR TCWN COUNTY OR PROVINCE, STATE OR TERRITORY. OF
TtoT e e R - - e s - U. S8 A, ORCOUNTRY
REMARKS OR ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS (For additional space use page 4.*} w7
: ; ' : ‘
AS EXPLAINED IN THE PAMPHLET, “DISPOSITION OF WORLD WAR il ARMED FORCES DEAD,” | AM THE NEXT OF KIN AND THE INDIVIDUAL AUTHORIZED TO DIRECT THE
DISPOSITION OF THE SAID REMAINS.
I, the u2ﬁer5|gned DO SOLEMNLY SWEAR (OR AFFIRM) that the statements made by me in the foregoing documen‘t are qu and true to
~- theb A my_ignowlgdge and.belief... __ | A A - s T e "

Ui Rou TEMQL&;L
(SIGNATURE OF NEXT OF KIN) s 2 REET AND NUMBE ~ A N
— BARBARA VR TAT k n

(NAME PRINTED OR TYPED)

Subscribed and duly sworn to/béfore me according to law by the above-named applicant this /"z -\ ‘day of

1 , at city (or town)\eqf U L 7 ., county of ./ Pl and State (orTecstorgat

Ch

ety 3
e
inid

iy

S Rk
din
MR

i
3
@i
=

g R AuTHonlzg_p”‘ro ABJUNISTER o;\? ‘

‘ i@ : / (OFFICIAL'HTLE)- —————

Wy Commission Explres July 8 1951
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