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The Debate Over the Bill of Rights: How Diplomacy Saved a Young Nation

When the school year began, | began to brainstorm topics that would fit t his year’s National
History Day theme. | have always been fascinated by America’s colonial period and the
founding of our nation. Ever since | was young, I've been visiting places integral to this period,
including Colonial Williamsburg, Philadelphia, and Boston. While reflecting on the events that
shaped the United States into what it is today, | decided that our Constitution and Bill of Rights
were the most obvious place to start. The history behind these documents is all-encompassing,

and essential in understanding almost any other event in American history.

| immediately began my research on the Internet to determine the origins of the Constitution
and how its first 10 Amendments, the Bill of Rights, became a quintessential part of our present
day government. There, | was able to access many original documents, including the
Constitution and Bill of Rights themselves, as well as various state constitutions. | also visited
several local libraries to find additional resources. In March, | had the opportunity to travel to
Philadelphia, where | toured Independence Hall and the National Constitution Center. Here, |
was surrounded by the spirit of the Founding Fathers and all the debate and diplomacy that

went into forming a government the world had never yet seen.

When deciding on which category to enter, | chose the performance category, as it allowed
me to portray not only the facts concerning the Constitution and Bill of Rights, but also the
emotions and determination of the Americans who debated the inclusion of these 10
amendments in our Constitution. In selecting this category, | was able to represent two key
figures, James Wilson and George Mason, who were in direct opposition to each other

concerning this debate. A performance allowed me to show the passion these men had for the



creation of what they considered to be a document which would withstand the test of time in the

United States of America.

The historical significance of my topic has stood the test of time, as the Constitution and Bill
of Rights themselves have been in existence since 1791. Historically, the Federalists were
opposed to the addition of a Bill of Rights to the Constitution, while the Anti-Federalists
supported it. This difference in opinion created a huge political debate among our Founding
Fathers, one which almost destroyed the young nation. Eventually though, diplomacy ran its
course when the Federalists and Anti-Federalists reached a compromise by negotiating on the
number of amendments to be added to the Constitution. Our Constitution is not stagnant. It
allows for amendments, and through debate and diplomacy, its original principles still hold true
today. They are evident in all functions of the government, from its national, to state, to local
levels. Starting with a debate and ending through diplomacy, the Constitution and Bill of Rights

create the strong foundation upon which our nation rests.
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