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Student activism has always been a part of my life. This year, | was active in protests
around gun violence, school budgets, and climate change. I'm interested in the history of protest,
which was why the 1967 Philadelphia Black Student Walkouts drew my attention. In 1967,
thousands of middle and high school students organized a series of walkouts and student demands
to improve their education. They believed in their power to make change when faced with injustice.
They were met with armed police officers and were beaten viciously in front of the School Board.
As an activist myself, | was inspired by the resilience of these students. Their actions, their
movement, and their power changed Philadelphia in 1967 and still matters today.

Social histories are challenging because they often involve conflicting narratives,
especially when an institutional power like the police is at odds with young people. | found the
most comprehensive history of the walkouts in Matthew Countryman’s “Up South: Civil Rights
and Black Power in Philadelphia” and Philadelphia City Council Resolution No. 170973,
honoring the 50th anniversary of the student protests. Both centered student voices while providing
historical context and emphasizing the significance of the walkouts to Philadelphia history and the
local education justice movement. Temple University’s Urban Archives, Blockson Library, and
the Free Library of Philadelphia offered original articles and photos from the Philadelphia
Inquirer, Philadelphia Tribune, and Evening Bulletin. | attended the 2019 Philadelphia Black
History Collaborative convention and interviewed people who marched in 1967. I also interviewed
Dr. Greg Carr, chair of Afro-American Studies at Howard University, and Dr. Walter Palmer, one
of the main 1967 organizers. Both answered questions | could not find from other sources.

In my exhibit, | centralized student activism as the foundation of this movement. Students
were on the front lines, pushing for equality and bearing the brunt of the consequences. In the

background, | laser cut the Board of Education and student protestors. The platform shows the



march down Broad Street as students poured out of their schools. Text, visuals, and primary
sources are on colored foam board and cardstock.

The 1967 student walkouts embody this year’s theme: “Triumph and Tragedy.” Student
activists organized for Black Power and educational justice to improve their schools and suffered
unspeakable police violence. A controversial police commissioner who authorized their beatings
became Mayor. Nevertheless, the students persisted. Many became civic leaders and elected the
first African Americans into office. Thanks to them, my school district allowed the expression of
black culture, hired more black teachers, and eventually became the first school system in the
nation to mandate African American history. Their fight remains. Philadelphia public schools are
among the poorest in Pennsylvania, where unfair funding hurts poor and low-income students. For
years, students of all backgrounds have marched for better schools and a voice in our future. It is
up to us, the new generation, to continue the legacy of student activism, changing the world one

walkout at a time.
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dialogue.
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continued to influence the Philadelphia School District.

Lear, Len. “Beating of Condents [sic] Condemned.” Philadelphia Tribune (1912-2001); Nov

21, 1967; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Philadelphia Tribune.

https://search.proquest.com/docview/532489844?accountid=70954.



Flaherty 5

The Philadelphia Tribune was established as the oldest black newspaper in America,
devoted to coverage of the Black community by the Black community. It shows a much
different perspective on the march than the more mainstream media. The news article
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Walter Palmer is a central figure in Philadelphia’s black history and the Black Power
movement in Philadelphia. He created the Black People’s Unity Movement and
organized students for several years which culminated in the 1967 walkouts. He
emphasized that student activists were filled with joy, energy and power - and that that
was how he remembered them. He also said it was critical that organizing within the
Black Power movement at its beginning had to be intergenerational. Students could never
achieve as much as they did all by themselves, he believed, and that’s why he remains
committed to student activism today. The interview was very insightful and gave a lot of
information that one would not find in newspapers.
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reflections on the 50th anniversary. Each speech was very powerful; Karen Asper-
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On the 50th anniversary of the 1967 Black student walkouts, Philadelphia City Council
passed a resolution honoring the students’ courage and resilience. Later that month, the
City Council held a formal reading of the resolution with dozens of former student
marchers. The resolution and a video of the City Council presentation is part of the
exhibit to show how 1967 and still resonate for Philadelphians today.
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and the police union defending Police Commissioner Frank Rizzo while the school board
president and superintendent of schools condemned him. The police union even calls
upon the Superintendent and the School Board president to resign for criticizing Rizzo.
This is part of the tragedy aspect of the theme because it shows how police brutality and
racism is defended and rewarded by some of the most powerful people in the city at the
time. The focus on Frank Rizzo would eventually launch his run for Mayor in 1971.
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https://digital.library.temple.edu/digital/collection/p15037coll3/search/searchterm/1964%20riots.
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This is a folder of images from the Columbia Avenue Riot of 1964. Although none of
these photos are used on the board, the Columbia Avenue riot demonstrated how serious
the racial divide was between Black Philadelphians and a police force under Frank Rizzo
which was becoming notorious for its surveillance and brutality toward African
Americans. These photos showed the conditions of Philadelphia’s African American
community in the years before the 1967 walkouts. It helped expand my personal
knowledge about why the students were treated the way they were.
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Retrieved From: The Free Library of Philadelphia.
The Philadelphia Inquirer’s front page story is about the Mayor criticizing the school
board for criticizing Police Commissioner Frank Rizzo. It also quotes the NAACP and
the Fraternal Order of Police. These were all very influential organizations at the time
and their response to Rizzo was very powerful. This article shows how institutional

power supported Rizzo.
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This was an extremely valuable source. Professor Countryman thoroughly details the
events before, during, and after the 1967 student walkouts and places them in the context
of Philadelphia history and Black history. | found Countryman’s book to give the most
comprehensive overview of the student protests, why they were happening, where they

originated, and their aftermath.
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provided an overview of the case and linked to many original documents that explained

the significance of Brown to American history and Black history in particular.
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