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National History Day Students Named for Paper Showcase with the White House 

Historical Association 

June 8, 2023, College Park, Maryland — National History Day® (NHD) and the White House Historical 

Association are pleased to announce 11 students who were selected to have their papers featured in an 

online showcase and attend a Writer’s Workshop with the staff of the White House Historical 

Association on Wednesday, June 14, 2023. The students wrote papers and are competing in the 2023 

NHD National Contest. The papers were selected by Association staff, and the students will visit the 

White House Visitors Center. The papers are posted at whitehousehistory.org/rubenstein-center/k-12-

education-resources-and-programs/educational-partners/nhd-paper-showcase. 

The 2023 White House Historical Association Paper Showcase will highlight National History Day papers 

about the history of the White House and/or the Presidency. These papers also reflect the 2023 NHD 

theme, Frontiers in History: People, Places, Ideas. The papers cover topics from the early republic to the 

twentieth century and include topics of foreign and domestic policy. 

“We are thrilled to have our students return to Washington, D.C. to compete in the 2023 NHD National 

Contest,” shares Executive Director Cathy Gorn. “All NHD students are writers, and we are excited for 

these writers to have the chance to workshop with historians and authors as they improve their craft.” 

“The White House Historical Association is privileged to share the research and writing of several history 

students from across the United States,” stated Association Vice President Dr. Matthew Costello. “I hope 

students, teachers, and members of the public read and engage with these papers.” 

The following papers have been selected for the showcase: 

Title: Booker T. Washington v. W.E.B. Du Bois: Frontiers in Black Upward Mobility, Civil Rights, and 
Economic Stability Challenging Conventional Thinking in America 
Student: Maahi Singh 
Teacher(s): Jennie McBunch 
School: E. F. Green Junior School (Baytown, Texas) 

Title: The Founding Fathers of Military Medicine: How Hammond, Letterman, and the U.S. Sanitary 
Commission Crossed a Medical Frontier through Policy and Organizational Reforms 
Student: Abigail Yang 
Teacher(s): Susan Richman 
School: Yang Homeschool (South Glastonbury, Connecticut) 

Title: The Jungle’s Effect on the American Food Industry and Investigative Journalism 
Student: Alek Lee 
Teacher(s): Andrew Bedell 
School: Cab Calloway School of the Arts (Wilmington, Delaware) 
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Title: Little House of Libertarianism: How Laura Ingalls Wilder and Rose Wilder Lane Deployed the 
Frontier Myth to Fight the New Deal 
Student: Max Grinstein 
Teacher(s): Lauren Griffin 
School: Davidson Academy of Nevada (Reno, Nevada) 

Title: New Frontiers in Human Rights: The Development of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
and its Impact on the World 
Student: Andrew Larsen 
Teacher(s): Kelly Lynn 
School: Two Rivers Community School (Boone, North Carolina) 

Title: The Panama Canal: A New Frontier for Tech, Trade, and Travel 
Student: Theodore Orsted 
Teacher(s): Ginger Sanford 
School: Twin Cities German Immersion School (St. Paul, Minnesota) 

Title: Ping Pang Qiu — Negotiating the Net and Impacting the World  
Student: Timothy Mak 
Teacher(s): Rebekah West Keur 
School: Sunrise Middle School (Scottsdale, Arizona) 

Title: Shirley Chisholm: Political Pioneer 
Student: Vivian Schnuerle 
Teacher(s): Tom Skaggs, Billy Spalding 
School: Francis Parker School of Louisville (Louisville, Kentucky) 

Title: Silent No More: How Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring Unleashed the Frontier of Environmentalism 
Student: Katherine Meine 
Teacher(s): Nathan Gergel 
School: Cape Fear Academy (Wilmington, North Carolina) 

Title: Sputnik's Reappraisal of American STEM Education 
Student: Jacob Meng 
Teacher(s): Michelle McCargish 
School: Oklahoma School of Science and Mathematics (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma) 

Title: The Transition from Classical Economics: How Keynesian Economics Became "The New Deal" of 
American Economic Policy 
Student: Grace Steinberg 
Teacher(s): Janelle Gilson 
School: Renaissance High School (Meridian, Idaho) 
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About National History Day® (NHD) 

NHD is a non-profit organization based in College Park, Maryland, that seeks to improve the teaching 

and learning of history. The National History Day Contest was established in 1974 and currently engages 

more than half a million students every year in conducting original research on historical topics of 

interest. Students present their research as a documentary, exhibit, paper, performance, or website. 

Projects compete first at the local and affiliate levels, where the top entries are invited to the National 

Contest at the University of Maryland at College Park. NHD is sponsored in part by HISTORY®, the 

National Endowment for the Humanities, the National Park Service, The Better Angels Society, and the 

Diana Davis Spencer Foundation. For more information, visit nhd.org. 

About the White House Historical Association 

First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy envisioned a restored White House that conveyed a sense of history 

through its decorative and fine arts. She sought to inspire Americans, especially children, to explore and 

engage with American history and its presidents. In 1961, the nonprofit, nonpartisan White House 

Historical Association was established to support her vision to preserve and share the Executive 

Mansion’s legacy for generations to come. Supported entirely by private resources, the Association’s 

mission is to assist in the preservation of the state and public rooms, fund acquisitions for the White 

House permanent collection, and educate the public on the history of the White House. Since its 

founding, the Association has given more than $100 million to the White House in fulfillment of its 

mission. 
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