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OVERVIEW
The Great Migration is a story of people taking agency to 
try to find a better life for their children and grandchildren. 
In this lesson, students will examine primary source sets 
to extract essential information about the causes and 
effects of the Great Migration and examine participants’ 
experiences. They will collaborate with classmates 
considering different sources to develop a visualization of 
the Great Migration.

OBJECTIVES
At the conclusion of this activity, students will be able to:

	› Identify and describe the interrelated causes and effects 
of the Great Migration;

	› Discuss the experiences of African Americans during the 
Great Migration; and

	› Collaborate to represent the story of the Great Migration 
visually. 

STANDARDS CONNECTIONS

CONNECTIONS TO COMMON CORE 
	› CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough 

textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

CONNECTIONS TO C3 FRAMEWORK 
	› D2.Geo.7.9-12. Analyze the reciprocal nature of how 

historical events and the spatial diffusion of ideas, 
technologies, and cultural practices have influenced 
migration patterns and the distribution of human 
population.

	› D2.Geo.8.9-12. Evaluate the impact of economic activities 
and political decisions on spatial patterns within and 
among urban, suburban, and rural regions.

	› D2.His.1.9-12. Evaluate how historical events and 
developments were shaped by unique circumstances of 
time and place as well as broader historical contexts.

	› D2.His.4.9-12. Analyze complex and interacting factors 
that influenced the perspectives of people during different 
historical eras.

DOCUMENTS USED

PRIMARY SOURCES
Book, Emmett J. Scott, Negro migration during the war, 1920 
(excerpts)
Library of Congress (20009134)
https://www.loc.gov/item/20009134/

Newspaper article, “Chicago a Mecca for Negroes from 
South” (excerpt)
The Birmingham Age-Herald [Birmingham, Alabama], May 11, 1917
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85038485/1917-
05-11/ed-1/seq-5/ 

Newspaper article, “Churches Find Race Problem National 
in Scope”
The Citizen [Berea, Kentucky], December 18, 1919
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85052076/1919-
12-18/ed-1/seq-5/

Newspaper article, “Discussion on Race Migration” 
(excerpt)
The Twin City Star [Minneapolis, Minnesota], July 28, 1917
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn90060427/1917-
07-28/ed-1/seq-1/

Newspaper article, “Great Trek of Negroes North Puzzles 
Race Leaders” (excerpt)
The Sun [New York, New York], July 8, 1917
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83030431/1917-
07-08/ed-1/seq-43/ 

Newspaper article, Louis Zoobock, “Negro Migration and Its 
Causes” (excerpt)
The Daily Worker [Chicago, Illinois], August 9, 1924
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84020097/1924-
08-09/ed-1/seq-6/ 

Newspaper article, “The Negro Exodus to the North” (excerpt)
The Denver Star [Denver, Colorado], January 20, 1917
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84025887/1917-
01-20/ed-1/seq-1/ 

THE GREAT MIGRATION:  
PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER
AUTHOR: Chuck Taft, University School of Milwaukee, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
 

GUIDING QUESTION: 
What were the causes and effects of the Great Migration?

https://www.loc.gov/item/20009134/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85038485/1917-05-11/ed-1/seq-5/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85038485/1917-05-11/ed-1/seq-5/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85052076/1919-12-18/ed-1/seq-5/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85052076/1919-12-18/ed-1/seq-5/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn90060427/1917-07-28/ed-1/seq-1/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn90060427/1917-07-28/ed-1/seq-1/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83030431/1917-07-08/ed-1/seq-43/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83030431/1917-07-08/ed-1/seq-43/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84020097/1924-08-09/ed-1/seq-6/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84020097/1924-08-09/ed-1/seq-6/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84025887/1917-01-20/ed-1/seq-1/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84025887/1917-01-20/ed-1/seq-1/
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Newspaper article, “Negro Exodus Without Parallel in U.S. 
History” (excerpt)
Evening Star [Washington, D.C.], July 22, 1923
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1923-07-
22/ed-1/seq-35/ 

Newspaper article, “Negro Farmers Moving North” (excerpt)
The Colorado Statesman [Denver, Colorado], April 28, 1923
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83025514/1923-04-
28/ed-1/seq-1/ 

Newspaper article, “Negro Migration to North Totals 350,000 
in 1916 and 1917” (excerpt)
The Dallas Express [Dallas, Texas], March 15, 1919
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83025779/1919-03-
15/ed-1/seq-1/ 

Newspaper article, “The Negro Moves North”
The Indianapolis Times [Indianapolis, Indiana], June 28, 1923
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn82015313/1923-06-
28/ed-1/seq-4/

Newspaper article, “The Negro Moving North” (excerpt)
The Wisconsin Weekly Blade [Madison, Wisconsin], October 12, 1916
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84025842/1916-10-
12/ed-1/seq-2/ 

Newspaper article, “Negros Are Flocking Out of the Southland” 
The Seattle Star [Seattle, Washington], June 22, 1923
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn87093407/1923-06-
22/ed-1/seq-2/ 

Newspaper article, “Northern Cities Having Trouble Handling 
Negroes from the South” (excerpt)
The Birmingham Age-Herald [Birmingham, Alabama], May 11, 1917
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85038485/1917-05-
11/ed-1/seq-5/ 

Newspaper article, “Officers Break Negro Loitering About 
Stations” (excerpt)
The Hattiesburg News [Hattiesburg, Mississippi], October 30, 1916
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn87065167/1916-10-
30/ed-1/seq-1/ 

Newspaper article, “Sees Colored Migration to North as 
Menace” (excerpt)
The Washington Times [Washington, D.C.], August 13, 1923
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026749/1923-08-
13/ed-1/seq-6/

Newspaper article, “South Unable to Put Stop to Negro 
Exodus” (excerpt)
The Washington Times [Washington, D.C.], October 23, 1916
Library of Congress (sn84026749)
https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn84026749/1916-10-23/ed-
1/?sp=1 

SECONDARY SOURCE
Article, “The Great Migration” 
Smithsonian American Art Museum 
https://americanexperience.si.edu/wp-content/ 
uploads/2014/07/The-Great-Migration.pdf 

TEACHER-CREATED MATERIALS
	› Headlines from the Great Migration 

	› Primary Source Sets A through E

	› Guiding Topics Hexagons

	› Blank Hexagons

	› Sample Hexagonal Visualization

	› Great Migration Graphic Organizer

ACTIVITY PREPARATION
	› Copy blank hexagons and cut in advance. Each student will 

need between 10 and 20 hexagons.

	› Copy Guiding Topics hexagons on colored paper and cut in 
advance. Each class will need five sets of colored hexagons.

	› Make one copy of the Great Migration Graphic Organizer for 
each student.

	› Make enough copies of the Primary Source Sets so that 
each student has one individual set. 

	› Prepare to project the page, Headlines from the Great 
Migration.

	› Gather poster board or large-format paper and glue sticks.

	› Arrange the classroom for group work (provide table space 
for five groups).

	› Use the article “The Great Migration” to provide historical 
context for teacher use.

PROCEDURE

ACTIVITY ONE: PRIMARY SOURCE ANALYSIS  
(40 MINUTES)
	› Explain that the late 1800s and early 1900s brought a 

significant migration of African Americans from the South 
to communities in the North and West. Let students know 
that this lesson will use newspaper articles to explore 
the causes and effects of this Great Migration. Remind 
students that while newspapers use language that was 
common when they were written, in this lesson all group 
discussion and written commentary should use modern-
day terminology (Black laborers, African American farmers, 
etc.)

CONNECTIONS
When people move from one area to another 
they bring their ideas and cultural traditions 
with them. The Great Migration, driven by 
a quest to improve economic and social 
opportunities, had a profound impact on 
American history and culture.

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1923-07-22/ed-1/seq-35/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1923-07-22/ed-1/seq-35/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83025514/1923-04-28/ed-1/seq-1/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83025514/1923-04-28/ed-1/seq-1/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83025779/1919-03-15/ed-1/seq-1/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83025779/1919-03-15/ed-1/seq-1/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn82015313/1923-06-28/ed-1/seq-4/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn82015313/1923-06-28/ed-1/seq-4/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84025842/1916-10-12/ed-1/seq-2/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84025842/1916-10-12/ed-1/seq-2/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn87093407/1923-06-22/ed-1/seq-2/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn87093407/1923-06-22/ed-1/seq-2/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85038485/1917-05-11/ed-1/seq-5/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85038485/1917-05-11/ed-1/seq-5/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn87065167/1916-10-30/ed-1/seq-1/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn87065167/1916-10-30/ed-1/seq-1/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026749/1923-08-13/ed-1/seq-6/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026749/1923-08-13/ed-1/seq-6/
https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn84026749/1916-10-23/ed-1/?sp=1
https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn84026749/1916-10-23/ed-1/?sp=1
https://americanexperience.si.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/The-Great-Migration.pdf
https://americanexperience.si.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/The-Great-Migration.pdf
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	› Project the Headlines from the Great Migration page 
and allow students three to five minutes to examine the 
headlines and jot down observations and questions. Ask 
students:

	» What observations can you make?

	» What questions did this raise?

	» What factors pushed many African Americans to leave the 
South?

	» What factors encouraged them to move North or West?

	» How did the public react to these changes?

	› Distribute one Primary Source Set to each student and 
form groups based on the letter of each set (A, B, C, D, or 
E). 

	› Give each group of students a set of hexagons (enough for 
10-20 hexagons for each group member).

	› Direct each group of studentsto read their assigned portion 
of primary sources in order to pull out essential information 
and insightful quotations to write on their hexagons. While 
students can share findings, each student is responsible for 
creating their own set of hexagons. 

	› Allow students time to analyze the sources. Circulate and 
assist as needed.

ACTIVITY TWO: HEXAGONAL VISUALIZATION  
(60 MINUTES)
	› Re-group students into new groups with at least one 

representative of each primary source set. 

	› Lead students in hexagonal visualizations of the Great 
Migration. 

	» Distribute a sheet of poster board or large-format paper 
and glue sticks to each group. 

	» Direct each group to link their hexagons and create 
a visual summary of the Great Migration. Anytime 
hexagons touch, there should be a link or connection. 

	» Provide a set of colored Guiding Topics Hexagons to 
each group and offer additional blank hexagons to 
facilitate additional connections.

	› Model this process using the Sample Hexagonal 
Visualization as a model if needed.

	› Allow students time (between 30 and 45 minutes) to 
encourage discussion, deliberation, and collaboration. 
Circulate and assist as needed.

ASSESSMENT OPTIONS
	› Post the group visualizations in the classroom and have 

students complete a gallery walk. Direct them to look 
for common content and connections, powerful primary 
quotations, insightful observations, and interesting 
annotations. 

	› Students or groups can complete the Great Migration 
Graphic Organizer to synthesize their learning.

STUDENTS INTERESTED IN THIS 
TOPIC MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN 
RESEARCHING THE FOLLOWING FOR 
AN NHD PROJECT
	› The Chicago Defender’s advertisements encouraging African 

American migration (1915–1940)

	› Labor agents during the first Great Migration (1915–1940)

	› Red Summer (1919)

	› Redlining During the First Great Migration (1930s)

Lesson Plan: African-American Soldiers After World War I: Had Race Relations Changed? 
https://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plans/african-american-soldiers-after-world-war-i-had-race-
relations-changed

Lesson Plan: Afro Atlantic: Paths from Enslavement 
https://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plans/afro-atlantic-paths-enslavement

Lesson Plan: Birth of a Nation, the NAACP, and Civil Rights 
https://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plans/birth-nation-naacp-and-balancing-rights

Lesson Plan: Jacob Lawrence’s Migration Series: Removing the Mask 
https://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plans/jacob-lawrences-migration-series-removing-mask

To access a PDF containing all of the sources 
and materials to complete this lesson plan, go to:

NHD.ORG/250

https://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plans/african-american-soldiers-after-world-war-i-had-race-relations-changed
https://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plans/african-american-soldiers-after-world-war-i-had-race-relations-changed
https://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plans/afro-atlantic-paths-enslavement
https://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plans/birth-nation-naacp-and-balancing-rights
https://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plans/jacob-lawrences-migration-series-removing-mask
http://NHD.ORG/250
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HEADLINES FROM THE GREAT MIGRATION
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PRIMARY SOURCE SET A

Newspaper article, “Negro Exodus Without Parallel in U.S. History” (excerpt)
Evening Star [Washington, D.C.], July 22, 1923
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1923-07-22/ed-1/seq-35/

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1923-07-22/ed-1/seq-35/
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PRIMARY SOURCE SET A (CON’T)

Newspaper article, “Chicago a Mecca for Negroes from South” (excerpt) 
The Birmingham Age-Herald [Birmingham, Alabama], May 11, 1917 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85038485/1917-05-11/ed-1/seq-5/

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85038485/1917-05-11/ed-1/seq-5/
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PRIMARY SOURCE SET A (CON’T)

Newspaper article, “Officers Break Negro Loitering About Stations” (excerpt) 
The Hattiesburg News [Hattiesburg, Mississippi], October 30, 1916 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn87065167/1916-10-30/ed-1/seq-1/ 

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn87065167/1916-10-30/ed-1/seq-1/
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PRIMARY SOURCE SET A (CON’T)

Newspaper article, “Sees Colored Migration to North as Menace” (excerpt) 
The Washington Times [Washington, D.C.], August 13, 1923 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026749/1923-08-13/ed-1/seq-6/ 

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026749/1923-08-13/ed-1/seq-6/
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PRIMARY SOURCE SET B

Newspaper article, “Negro Exodus Without Parallel in U.S. History” (excerpt)
Evening Star [Washington, D.C.], July 22, 1923
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1923-07-22/ed-1/seq-35/ 

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1923-07-22/ed-1/seq-35/
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PRIMARY SOURCE SET B (CON’T)

Newspaper article, Louis Zoobock, “Negro Migration and Its Causes” (excerpt) 
The Daily Worker [Chicago, Illinois], August 9, 1924 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84020097/1924-08-09/ed-1/seq-6/ 

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84020097/1924-08-09/ed-1/seq-6/
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PRIMARY SOURCE SET B (CON’T)

Newspaper article, “Negro Migration to North Totals 350,000 in 1916 and 1917” (excerpt) 
The Dallas Express [Dallas, Texas], March 15, 1919 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83025779/1919-03-15/ed-1/seq-1/ 

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83025779/1919-03-15/ed-1/seq-1/
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PRIMARY SOURCE SET B (CON’T)

Newspaper article, “The Negro Moves North” 
The Indianapolis Times [Indianapolis, Indiana], June 28, 1923 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn82015313/1923-06-28/ed-1/seq-4/ 

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn82015313/1923-06-28/ed-1/seq-4/
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PRIMARY SOURCE SET B (CON’T)

Book, Emmett J. Scott, Negro migration during the war, 1920 (excerpt) 
Library of Congress (20009134) 
https://www.loc.gov/item/20009134/ 

https://www.loc.gov/item/20009134/
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PRIMARY SOURCE SET C

Newspaper article, “Negro Exodus Without Parallel in U.S. History” (excerpt) 
Evening Star [Washington, D.C.], July 22, 1923 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1923-07-22/ed-1/seq-35/ 

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1923-07-22/ed-1/seq-35/
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PRIMARY SOURCE SET C (CON’T)

Newspaper article, “Northern Cities Having Trouble Handling Negroes from the South” (excerpt) 
The Birmingham Age-Herald [Birmingham, Alabama], May 11, 1917 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85038485/1917-05-11/ed-1/seq-5/

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85038485/1917-05-11/ed-1/seq-5/
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PRIMARY SOURCE SET C (CON’T)

Newspaper article, “Negro Farmers Moving North” (excerpt) 
The Colorado Statesman [Denver, Colorado], April 28, 1923 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83025514/1923-04-28/ed-1/seq-1/

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83025514/1923-04-28/ed-1/seq-1/
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PRIMARY SOURCE SET C (CON’T)

Newspaper article, “Northern Cities Having Trouble Handling Negroes from the South” (excerpt) 
The Birmingham Age-Herald [Birmingham, Alabama], May 11, 1917 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85038485/1917-05-11/ed-1/seq-5/

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85038485/1917-05-11/ed-1/seq-5/
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PRIMARY SOURCE SET C (CON’T)

Newspaper article, “Discussion on Race Migration” (excerpt) 
The Twin City Star [Minneapolis, Minnesota], July 28, 1917 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn90060427/1917-07-28/ed-1/seq-1/

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn90060427/1917-07-28/ed-1/seq-1/
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PRIMARY SOURCE SET C (CON’T)

Newspaper article, “The Negro Moving North” (excerpt) 
The Wisconsin Weekly Blade [Madison, Wisconsin], October 12, 1916 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84025842/1916-10-12/ed-1/seq-2/

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84025842/1916-10-12/ed-1/seq-2/
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PRIMARY SOURCE SET C (CON’T)

Book, Emmett J. Scott, Negro migration during the war, 1920 (excerpt) 
Library of Congress (20009134) 
https://www.loc.gov/item/20009134/

https://www.loc.gov/item/20009134/
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PRIMARY SOURCE SET D

Newspaper article, “Chicago a Mecca for Negroes from South” (excerpt) 
The Birmingham Age-Herald [Birmingham, Alabama], May 11, 1917 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85038485/1917-05-11/ed-1/seq-5/

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85038485/1917-05-11/ed-1/seq-5/
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PRIMARY SOURCE SET D (CON’T)

Newspaper article, “Great Trek of Negroes North Puzzles Race Leaders” (excerpt) 
The Sun [New York, New York], July 8, 1917 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83030431/1917-07-08/ed-1/seq-43/

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83030431/1917-07-08/ed-1/seq-43/
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PRIMARY SOURCE SET D (CON’T)

Newspaper article, “South Unable to Put Stop to Negro Exodus” (excerpt) 
The Washington Times [Washington, D.C.], October 23, 1916 
Library of Congress (sn84026749) 
https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn84026749/1916-10-23/ed-1/?sp=1 

https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn84026749/1916-10-23/ed-1/?sp=1
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PRIMARY SOURCE SET D (CON’T)

Newspaper article, “Great Trek of Negroes North Puzzles Race Leaders” (excerpt) 
The Sun [New York, New York], July 8, 1917 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83030431/1917-07-08/ed-1/seq-43/

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83030431/1917-07-08/ed-1/seq-43/
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PRIMARY SOURCE SET D (CON’T)

Newspaper article, “Negros Are Flocking Out of the Southland”  
The Seattle Star [Seattle, Washington], June 22, 1923 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn87093407/1923-06-22/ed-1/seq-2/
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PRIMARY SOURCE SET D (CON’T)

Book, Emmett J. Scott, Negro migration during the war, 1920 (excerpt) 
Library of Congress (20009134) 
https://www.loc.gov/item/20009134/

https://www.loc.gov/item/20009134/
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PRIMARY SOURCE SET E

Newspaper article, “Churches Find Race Problem National in Scope” 
The Citizen [Berea, Kentucky], December 18, 1919 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85052076/1919-12-18/ed-1/seq-5/

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85052076/1919-12-18/ed-1/seq-5/
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PRIMARY SOURCE SET E (CON’T)

Newspaper article, “Northern Cities Having Trouble Handling Negroes from the South” (excerpt) 
The Birmingham Age-Herald [Birmingham, Alabama], May 11, 1917 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85038485/1917-05-11/ed-1/seq-5/

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85038485/1917-05-11/ed-1/seq-5/
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PRIMARY SOURCE SET E (CON’T)

Newspaper article, Louis Zoobock, “Negro Migration and Its Causes” (excerpt) 
The Daily Worker [Chicago, Illinois], August 9, 1924 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84020097/1924-08-09/ed-1/seq-6/

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84020097/1924-08-09/ed-1/seq-6/
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PRIMARY SOURCE SET E (CON’T)

Newspaper article, “The Negro Exodus to the North” (excerpt) 
The Denver Star [Denver, Colorado], January 20, 1917 
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84025887/1917-01-20/ed-1/seq-1/

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84025887/1917-01-20/ed-1/seq-1/
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PRIMARY SOURCE SET E (CON’T)

Book, Emmett J. Scott, Negro migration during the war, 1920 (excerpt) 
Library of Congress (20009134) 
https://www.loc.gov/item/20009134/

https://www.loc.gov/item/20009134/
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GREAT MIGRATION GUIDING TOPICS HEXAGONS

PUSH FACTORS 
IN THE SOUTH

PUSH FACTORS 
IN THE SOUTH

PUSH FACTORS 
IN THE SOUTH

PULL FACTORS  
IN THE NORTH

PULL FACTORS  
IN THE NORTH

PULL FACTORS  
IN THE NORTH

THE CHALLENGES 
MIGRANTS FACED

THE CHALLENGES 
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GREAT MIGRATION HEXAGONS VISUALIZATION EXAMPLE

PUSH FACTORS 
IN THE SOUTH

PULL FACTORS  
IN THE NORTH

economic 
challenges

racial  
issues

problems 
caused 

by white 
southerners

“Lynched, 
Jim Crowed, 

disenfranchised,  
and segregated!”

boll weevil 
caused crop 

failure

cotton crop 
failure, loss 
of income

search for 
income and 

employement

“There is no 
race problem 
in the North”

Looking for a better life  
with less racism

Southerners will  
oppose them

letters 
written by 

Black people 
in North

labor agents sent 
to the South to 
recuit workers

availability of 
industrial jobs

reduced 
immigration due 
to World War I

Northern 
newspapers 

like the 
Chicago 
Defender

communication

cause and effect

contract labor 
systemMany jobs closed  

to Black people  
based on race
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GREAT MIGRATION GRAPHIC ORGANIZER

Push Factors in the South Positive Experiences of Migrants Impact and Reactions in the South

Pull Factors in the North Challenges Migrants Faced Impact and Reactions in the North
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