>
J=
[m)
NY
ORx
3 >
<g2
zAT

;\\\h




THE GREAT MIGRATION:
PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

AUTHOR: Chuck Taft, University School of Milwaukee, Milwaukee, Wisconsin

GUIDING QUESTION:

What were the causes and effects of the Great Migration?

OVERVIEW

The Great Migration is a story of people taking agency to
try to find a better life for their children and grandchildren.
In this lesson, students will examine primary source sets
to extract essential information about the causes and
effects of the Great Migration and examine participants’
experiences. They will collaborate with classmates
considering different sources to develop a visualization of
the Great Migration.

OBJECTIVES

At the conclusion of this activity, students will be able to:

> Ildentify and describe the interrelated causes and effects
of the Great Migration;

> Discuss the experiences of African Americans during the
Great Migration; and

> Collaborate to represent the story of the Great Migration
visually.

STANDARDS CONNECTIONS

CONNECTIONS TO COMMON CORE

> CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough
textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

CONNECTIONS TO C3 FRAMEWORK

> D2.Geo.79-12. Analyze the reciprocal nature of how
historical events and the spatial diffusion of ideas,
technologies, and cultural practices have influenced
migration patterns and the distribution of human
population.

> D2.Geo.8.9-12. Evaluate the impact of economic activities
and political decisions on spatial patterns within and
among urban, suburban, and rural regions.

> D2.His.1.9-12. Evaluate how historical events and
developments were shaped by unique circumstances of
time and place as well as broader historical contexts.

> D2.His.4.9-12. Analyze complex and interacting factors
that influenced the perspectives of people during different
historical eras.

DOCUMENTS USED

PRIMARY SOURCES

Book, Emmett J. Scott, Negro migration during the war, 1920
(excerpts)

Library of Congress (20009134)
https://www.loc.gov/item/20009134/

Newspaper article, “Chicago a Mecca for Negroes from
South” (excerpt)

The Birmingham Age-Herald [Birmingham, Alabamal, May 11, 1917
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85038485/1917-

05-11/ed-1/seg-5/

Newspaper article, “Churches Find Race Problem National
in Scope”

The Citizen [Berea, Kentucky], December 18, 1919
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85052076/1919-

12-18/ed-1/seq-5/

Newspaper article, “Discussion on Race Migration”
(excerpt)

The Twin City Star [Minneapolis, Minnesotal, July 28, 1917
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn90060427/1917-

07-28/ed-1/seq-1/

Newspaper article, “Great Trek of Negroes North Puzzles
Race Leaders” (excerpt)

The Sun [New York, New York], July 8, 1917
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83030431/1917-
07-08/ed-1/seq-43/

Newspaper article, Louis Zoobock, “Negro Migration and lts
Causes” (excerpt)

The Daily Worker [Chicago, Illinais], August 9, 1924
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84020097/1924-

08-09/ed-1/seq-6/

Newspaper article, “The Negro Exodus to the North” (excerpt)
The Denver Star [Denver, Coloradol, January 20, 1917
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84025887/1917-

01-20/ed-1/seqg-1/



https://www.loc.gov/item/20009134/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85038485/1917-05-11/ed-1/seq-5/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85038485/1917-05-11/ed-1/seq-5/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85052076/1919-12-18/ed-1/seq-5/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85052076/1919-12-18/ed-1/seq-5/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn90060427/1917-07-28/ed-1/seq-1/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn90060427/1917-07-28/ed-1/seq-1/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83030431/1917-07-08/ed-1/seq-43/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83030431/1917-07-08/ed-1/seq-43/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84020097/1924-08-09/ed-1/seq-6/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84020097/1924-08-09/ed-1/seq-6/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84025887/1917-01-20/ed-1/seq-1/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84025887/1917-01-20/ed-1/seq-1/

Newspaper article, “Negro Exodus Without Parallel in U.S.
History” (excerpt)

Evening Star [Washington, D.C.], July 22,1923
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1923-07-

22/ed-1/seq-35/

Newspaper article, “Negro Farmers Moving North” (excerpt)
The Colorado Statesman [Denver, Colorado], April 28, 1923
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83025514/1923-04-
28/ed-1/seg-1

Newspaper article, “Negro Migration to North Totals 350,000
in 1916 and 1917" (excerpt)

The Dallas Express [Dallas, Texas], March 15, 1919
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83025779/1919-03-

15/ed-1/seg-1/

Newspaper article, “The Negro Moves North”
The Indianapolis Times [Indianapolis, Indianal, June 28, 1923
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn82015313/1923-06-

28/ed-1/seq-4/

Newspaper article, “The Negro Moving North” (excerpt)
The Wisconsin Weekly Blade IMadison, Wisconsin], October 12, 1916
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84025842/1916-10-

12/ed-1/seq-2/

Newspaper article, “Negros Are Flocking Out of the Southland”
The Seattle Star [Seattle, Washington], June 22, 1923
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn87093407/1923-06-

22/ed-1/seq-2/

Newspaper article, “Northern Cities Having Trouble Handling
Negroes from the South” (excerpt)

The Birmingham Age-Herald [Birmingham, Alabamal, May 11, 1917
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85038485/1917-05-
11/ed-1/seqg-5

Newspaper article, “Officers Break Negro Loitering About
Stations” (excerpt)

The Hattiesburg News [Hattiesburg, Mississippil, October 30, 1916
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn87065167/1916-10-
30/ed-1/seg-1

Newspaper article, “Sees Colored Migration to North as
Menace” (excerpt)

The Washington Times [Washington, D.C.], August 13, 1923
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026749/1923-08-

13/ed-1/seq-6/

Newspaper article, “South Unable to Put Stop to Negro
Exodus” (excerpt)

The Washington Times [Washington, D.C.], October 23, 1916
Library of Congress (sn84026749)
https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn84026749/1916-10-23/ed-

1/?sp=1

SECONDARY SOURCE

Article, “The Great Migration”

Smithsonian American Art Museum
https://americanexperience.si.edu/wp-content/
uploads/2014/07/The-Great-Migration.pdf

TEACHER-CREATED MATERIALS

> Headlines from the Great Migration
> Primary Source Sets A through E
> Guiding Topics Hexagons

> Blank Hexagons

> Sample Hexagonal Visualization

> Great Migration Graphic Organizer

ACTIVITY PREPARATION

> Copy blank hexagons and cut in advance. Each student will
need between 10 and 20 hexagons.

> Copy Guiding Topics hexagons on colored paper and cut in
advance. Each class will need five sets of colored hexagons.

> Make one copy of the Great Migration Graphic Organizer for
each student.

> Make enough copies of the Primary Source Sets so that
each student has one individual set.

> Prepare to project the page, Headlines from the Great
Migration.

> Gather poster board or large-format paper and glue sticks.

> Arrange the classroom for group work (provide table space
for five groups).

> Use the article “The Great Migration” to provide historical
context for teacher use.

PROCEDURE

ACTIVITY ONE: PRIMARY SOURCE ANALYSIS

(40 MINUTES)
Explain that the late 1800s and early 1900s brought a
significant migration of African Americans from the South
to communities in the North and West. Let students know
that this lesson will use newspaper articles to explore
the causes and effects of this Great Migration. Remind
students that while newspapers use language that was
common when they were written, in this lesson all group
discussion and written commentary should use modern-
day terminology (Black laborers, African American farmers,
etc.)

CONNECTIONS

When people move from one area to another
they bring their ideas and cultural traditions
with them. The Great Migration, driven by

a quest to improve economic and social
opportunities, had a profound impact on
American history and culture.


https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1923-07-22/ed-1/seq-35/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1923-07-22/ed-1/seq-35/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83025514/1923-04-28/ed-1/seq-1/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83025514/1923-04-28/ed-1/seq-1/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83025779/1919-03-15/ed-1/seq-1/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83025779/1919-03-15/ed-1/seq-1/
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https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn87093407/1923-06-22/ed-1/seq-2/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85038485/1917-05-11/ed-1/seq-5/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85038485/1917-05-11/ed-1/seq-5/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn87065167/1916-10-30/ed-1/seq-1/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn87065167/1916-10-30/ed-1/seq-1/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026749/1923-08-13/ed-1/seq-6/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026749/1923-08-13/ed-1/seq-6/
https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn84026749/1916-10-23/ed-1/?sp=1
https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn84026749/1916-10-23/ed-1/?sp=1
https://americanexperience.si.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/The-Great-Migration.pdf
https://americanexperience.si.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/The-Great-Migration.pdf

Project the Headlines from the Great Migration page
and allow students three to five minutes to examine the
headlines and jot down observations and questions. Ask
students:

»  What observations can you make?
»  What questions did this raise?

»  What factors pushed many African Americans to leave the
South?

»  What factors encouraged them to move North or West?
»  How did the public react to these changes?

Distribute one Primary Source Set to each student and
form groups based on the letter of each set (A, B, C, D, or
E).

Give each group of students a set of hexagons (enough for
10-20 hexagons for each group member).

Direct each group of studentsto read their assigned portion
of primary sources in order to pull out essential information
and insightful quotations to write on their hexagons. While
students can share findings, each student is responsible for
creating their own set of hexagons.

Allow students time to analyze the sources. Circulate and
assist as needed.

ACTIVITY TWO: HEXAGONAL VISUALIZATION
(60 MINUTES)

>

Re-group students into new groups with at least one
representative of each primary source set.

LLead students in hexagonal visualizations of the Great
Migration.

»  Distribute a sheet of poster board or large-format paper
and glue sticks to each group.

»  Direct each group to link their hexagons and create
a visual summary of the Great Migration. Anytime
hexagons touch, there should be a link or connection.

» Provide a set of colored Guiding Topics Hexagons to
each group and offer additional blank hexagons to
facilitate additional connections.

> Model this process using the Sample Hexagonal
Visualization as a model if needed.

> Allow students time (between 30 and 45 minutes) to
encourage discussion, deliberation, and collaboration.
Circulate and assist as needed.

ASSESSMENT OPTIONS

> Post the group visualizations in the classroom and have
students complete a gallery walk. Direct them to look
for common content and connections, powerful primary
quotations, insightful observations, and interesting
annotations.

> Students or groups can complete the Great Migration
Graphic Organizer to synthesize their learning.

STUDENTS INTERESTED IN THIS
TOPIC MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN
RESEARCHING THE FOLLOWING FOR
AN NHD PROJECT

> The Chicago Defender’s advertisements encouraging African
American migration (1915-1940)

> Labor agents during the first Great Migration (1915-1940)
> Red Summer (1919)
> Redlining During the First Great Migration (1930s)

To access a PDF containing all of the sources
and materials to complete this lesson plan, go to:

NHD.ORG/250

RELATED RESOURCES

Lesson Plan: African-American Soldiers After World War I: Had Race Relations Changed?
https://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plans/african-american-soldiers-after-world-war-i-had-race-

relations-changed

Lesson Plan: Afro Atlantic: Paths from Enslavement

https://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plans/afro-atlantic-paths-enslavement

Lesson Plan: Birth of a Nation, the NAACP, and Civil Rights
https://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plans/birth-nation-naacp-and-balancing-rights

Lesson Plan: Jacob Lawrence’s Migration Series: Removing the Mask
https://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plans/jacob-lawrences-migration-series-removing-mask



https://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plans/african-american-soldiers-after-world-war-i-had-race-relations-changed
https://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plans/african-american-soldiers-after-world-war-i-had-race-relations-changed
https://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plans/afro-atlantic-paths-enslavement
https://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plans/birth-nation-naacp-and-balancing-rights
https://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plans/jacob-lawrences-migration-series-removing-mask
http://NHD.ORG/250
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PRIMARY SOURCE SET A

Newspaper article, “Negro Exodus Without Parallel in U.S. History” (excerpt)
Evening Star [Washington, D.C.], July 22, 1923
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1923-07-22 /ed-1/seq-35/

NEGRO EXODUS WITHOUT
PARALLEL IN U. S. HISTORY

© 312.000 Colored Workers Moved North
Since November, Nearly Demoral-
izing Southern Agricullure.

How explain this sudden rush from
the south, the traditional home of the
negro, to the north?

The Department of Agriculture,
which never loses an opportunity to
give the boll weevil another black
eve, Suggests this miserable insect as
a contributory cause: “Boll weevil
conditions last year, which made cot-
ton growing unprofitable for a num-
Ler of negro farmers; unrest among
returning negro troops, who experi-
enced more attractive living condi-
tions away from farme during and
ufter the war, and breakdown of the
vontract labor system are given as
contributery causes.”

Both wite and negro speakers at
» conference called in Mississippi to
bonsider the problem stressed other
than economic causes. The negroes
tad lost confidence in the fairness of
the white population, they said, and
they objected to the violation of their
etvio rights. One speaker is quoted as
saying: ‘“The mass of the negro race
want to stay here, but they are not
rolh: to do it under present con-
ditfons.”


https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1923-07-22/ed-1/seq-35/

PRIMARY SOURCE SET A (CON'T)

Newspaper article, “Chicago a Mecca for Negroes from South” (excerpt)
The Birmingham Age-Herald [Birmingham, Alabamal, May 11, 1917
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85038485/1917-05-11/ed-1/seq-5/



https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85038485/1917-05-11/ed-1/seq-5/

PRIMARY SOURCE SET A (CON'T)

Nevvspaper article, “Officers Break Negro Loitering About Stations” (excerpt)
The Hattiesburg News [Hattiesburg, Mississippil, October 30, 1916
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn87065167/1916-10-30/ed-1/seq-1/

]
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CONTINUING IN STATE

.
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Loitering about the New Orleans &
Northeastern stdtion at night by the
hundreds of negroes who have been at-|
tracted there by reports that many
of their associates were. preparing to
leave for the North and Middle West
to accept high-paying positions, has
been checked by the city and county
authorities, - following Kriday night’s

.{raid on the most persistent “loafers,”

and Sheriff Harbison and Chief Ben-
nett do not fear any further disturb-
ances of that sort.

Bfforts to locate the labor agents
who are responsible for taking so
many negroes [rom Hattiesburg and
"orrest county, have as yvet proved fu-
tite. Only one big batch of laborers
fias 1eft the city during the last week,
the officials say, although individuals
and crowds of four or flve may have
glipped out unnoticed.

In the meantime, however, the ac:
tivities of the agents are pronounced
in other sections of the state, Sa
great has been the exodus that the

.1 Mississippi Agricultural and Mechani

cal College is trying to devise some

way of checking it.


https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn87065167/1916-10-30/ed-1/seq-1/

PRIMARY SOURCE SET A (CON'T)

Newspaper article, “Sees Colored Migration to North as Menace” (excerpt)
The Washington Times [Washington, D.C.], August 13, 1923
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026749/1923-08-13/ed-1/seq-6/

SEES COLORED MIGRATION
TO NORTH AS MENACE

Trials of learning new customs
and becoming acclimated, in mi-

' grating from the southern to the
northern States will wipe out the
entire progress of the negro race
for the last fifty years, it was
said yvesterday by Archbishop
Joseph J. Higgs, D. D., colored,
who made an address at the How-
ard theater in opening a twenty-
day tour aof the southern States
in the interest of the Modern Edu-
cational and Religious Bureau.

Dr. Higgs termed the climate
of the northern States as tending
to break the health and morals of |
the negro race, and gave as the
slogan of the bureau, “Go to work.
keep busy: idleness leads to hell; |
back to the old farm.”

Services under the auspices of
the bureau will h"held every Sun-

day afternoon at o'clock at the
RHOWErd thﬂt‘ro



https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026749/1923-08-13/ed-1/seq-6/

PRIMARY SOURCE SET B

Newspaper article, “Negro Exodus Without Parallel in U.S. History” (excerpt)
Evening Star [Washington, D.C.], July 22, 1923
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1923-07-22 /ed-1/seq-35/

Causes of Dlmtlda?tlon. _
A letter received by the Departs-
~ {nent-gl-Labor -{rem- an-offlelal -of a

I
southern state. a white man, by the!
wa)y, is quoted bhecause it is more or
less typical: “There have been varil-
ous reasons for the dissatisfied con-
dition of the negro in this state and
his tendenecy to go north or east,
namely, better wages, improved hous-
ing facilities, broader latiludes of so-
cial equality, political equality, etc.

“To the mind of the writer, how-
ever, tlle-pl'iu('lmtl cause for such a
noticeable exodus is higher wages,
paid cash weekly, and the generally
unfair advantage taken of the ig-
norant, defenseless negro in agri-
cultural pursuits in the principal
black belt of this state,
i “If the present rate of migration
| of the negro north and east continues
, for another year it is going to pro-
ducve a material shortage of colored
agricultural labor in the black belt
or delta section of this state. From
inquiry muade among negroes as to
present disturbed conditions, it is
conclusively indicated that the negro
has come to learn that the more he
produces on the average plantation
the less he receives, and he has grown
weary of being the crude preyv of exs
i tortion. as practiced upon him by the
average plantation owner.
| “From my own viewpoint, the avs
,erage plantation owner is largely res
. gponsible for the present state of
unrest among the negroes, due in a
general way to the unfair treatment
iuf such tenants.”



https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045462/1923-07-22/ed-1/seq-35/

10

PRIMARY SOURGE SET B (CON'T)

Newspaper article, Louis Zoobock, “Negro Migration and Its Causes” (excerpt)
The Daily Worker [Chicago, Illinois], August 9, 1924
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84020097/1924-08-09/ed-1/seq-6/



https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84020097/1924-08-09/ed-1/seq-6/

PRIMARY SOURGE SET B (CON'T)

Newspaper article, “Negro Migration to North Totals 350,000 in 1916 and 1917" (excerpt)
The Dallas Express [Dallas, Texas], March 15, 1919
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83025779/1919-03-15/ed-1/seg-1/

W W W MY AVVVVVVa

' [ e e
NEGRO MIGRATION TO B i gl i 8.1
~ NORTH TOTALS 350,000  |&". it i ateciie
. - ' | were gene on with con-
IN 191G AND 1917 |duoms, she rarsces of'me ot war

) low wages, poor housing, poor
: schools, unsatisfactory crop settle-

Lack of Labor in the North and |ments, roush treatment, cruclty of|

General Dissatisfaction with Con- rocedurs, Lynchings, desire to travel,|
ditions in South were Principal| |{h w'a?‘:aa“&.‘::.?‘&.mu m":.

.-.‘...

Washington, D. C. March 13, 1918. m agents, b‘“ﬁﬂ' ﬂ““ Mﬂ“

Investigation of Negro ‘migration| |Broup movements Negroes kept going
to the north during the war, just| |Rorth in smaller numbers, attracted
issued by the Department of Labor,| |Db¥ the letters of their friends who
indicate that the total migration may '@ |had already Bone. Better wages were
have been as great as 350,000, ex-| |important. “Every Negro who made|
tending over a period of about 18| |80od in the North, started a new
months during 1916 and 1917. That| |Broup on the way,” one of the inves-
figures is fixed as the maximum limit,| |tigators reported. =~
and 150,00 as the minimum limit, and
the estimate of James H. Dillard,
who had charge of the inquiry, is
2000,000.

11


https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83025779/1919-03-15/ed-1/seq-1/

PRIMARY SOURCE SET B (CON'T)

Newspaper article, “The Negro Moves North”
The Indianapolis Times [Indianapolis, Indianal, June 28, 1923
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn82015313/1923-06-28/ed-1/seq-4/

THE N'EGRO MOVES N’ORTH

VERY year half a million negroes eross the Mason and

Dixon line going north to stay. A certain proportion

comes to Indianapolis. Migration of peoples are nothing new.

- History records many of them. We have had a fair share in our

- short hlstory Each has had its underlymg political, religious
or economic causes.

Ard results, too.

Not forgetting that, the Government is studying this negro
movement north. It finds that the negroes aré migrating to the
north for the same reasons that sons and daughters of farmers
have been leaving the farms for the cities during the past
decade.

The negro wants life, better wages, amusements, bright
lights and more independence than the South has been inclined
to grant him. He finds all those in| northern ecities, where many
big employers, their supply of cheap labor from Europe cut off

by immigration laws, welcome him into the factories.

'~ + In some States the negro is a person of some 1mportance
politically. His vote may swuch a State from one party to an-
other. Politicians are alwaysﬁu) ing to do that. So the negro
is welcomed to the North by certain Republican distriet bosses.

That is significant. It takgs Republicans from the South
where they cannot be spared, and makes for a more solid Demo-
eratie South and a still more preponderantly Republican North.

That’s polities. Consider the economics of the negro migra-
tion. Behind him the negro leaves a deserted farm, in a dis-
triet where white men generally do not labor with their hands.

- In some States there are thousands of these farms.

Does that mean a lapse in agriculture.for tha South? Ma_vbe
not. It may mean améw land of opportunity for white settlérs,
with farm machinery, looking for cheap lands out west. Ulti-
mately, it may mean a gew, modernized rural South, rivaling the
great Northwest.

Then there is the social problem. As the negro families by
train loads pour into northern cities, great city blocks of white
families will leave their homes to avoid mingling too eclosely
with folks of another race. Some of those white families may

even go South.

: Yes, the negro may ehange our whole map with his move
north
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The Chicago Defender,-a weekly negro newspaper, with its
pronounced radical utterances, its criticism of the South, its
policy of retaliation, etc., contributed greatly to the exodus.’

Its influence can be imagined when, after reading the southern
white papers with only occasional references to the negroes
which might be called commendable and numerous articles which
were for the most part distasteful, negroes could read the things
they wanted to hear most, expressed in a manner in which they
would not dare express them, It voiced the unexpressed thoughts
of many and made accusations for which they themselves would
have been severely handled. Freud's theory of the suppressed
wish finds a happy illustration in this rage over the Chicago De-
fender. LExpressed in terms of figures, the circulation of the
paper at the beginning of the movement was something like
50,000, In 1918 it had grown to 125,000. It had a large cir-
culation in Mississippi and the supply was usually bought up
on the first day of its arrival. Copies were passed around until
worn out. One prominent negro asserted that ““ negroes grab
the Defender like a hungry mule grabs fodder.” In Gulfport,
Mississippi, a man was regarded “intelligent” if he read the
Defender. 1t was said that in Laurel, Mississippi, old men who
did not know how to read would buy it because it was regarded
as precious.

It was this paper that named the exodus “ The Great Northern
Drive,” and set the date May 15th, announced the arrivals and
took responsibility for inducing “the poor brethren’ from
the South. It was accused of ruining Hattieshburg, Mississippi,
by promoting this rush to the North. The sale of this paper
was, therefore, forbidden in several towns in the South. A
correspondent said: “ White people are paying more attention
to the race in order to keep them in the South, but the Chicago
Defender has emblazoned upon their minds ‘ Bound for the
Promised Land.””
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Turning to the cost of living. Mr.
Brown compares the Calumet district
around Chicago with Charleston, S.
., and Houston. Texas. For fifteen
food commodities the cost is shown
to be 24.8 cents higher in Charleston
and 32.5 higher in Houston, Texas,
than in the Calumet district.

The negroes are being placed in the
great industries of the north. Com-
pare his wages, in cash, in some of
the industries, with the “credit"” he is
allowed at some plantation commis-
sary for his bale of cotton. In the
building industries. unskilled negro
labor is getting 42.5 cents an hour;
steel, 49.6: rubber, 50.1; road building,
48; packing, 47.5, and in the automo-
bile industry. 48.2 cents an hour.

Yet another explanation. and a
natural one, of the growing exodus,
lies in that human trait to call out—
“‘come on in, the water's fine,” Every
one of the immigrants to the north
has a circle of friends back home,
and he writes 1o one or two of them,
dedcribing conditions which are bet-
ter, or sound much better, than those
at ,home. A_notlier job alwayvs seems
good when it's far away. Instances
could be cited to show that this
letter writing back home has come
near depleting some communities of
their negro inhabitants. Colored
pastors have packed up their belong-
ings and taken out after their scat-
tering flocks, while doctors have left
the south to follow their patients
into a.climate which offers more
lucrative professional inducements.
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Negro Farmers
Movmg North

A general movement of southern
Negro farmers to northern industrial
centers is indicated in a special sur-
vey of southern farming districts
made by the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture. The survey
throws additional light on farm popu-
Jation figures recently issued by the
department showing a net movement
from farms to towns and cities, of
824,000 persons including men, women
and children in the South Atlantic
States in 1922,

High industrial wages is given as
the chief reason for the reported mi-
‘gration. Boll-weevil conditions last
year which made cotton growing un-
profitable for a number of Negro
farmers, unrest among returning
Negro troops who experienced more
attractive living conditions away from
farms during and after the war, and
breakdown of the contract labor sys-
tem are given as contributory causes.

. Apbmxlma&'ely 13 per cent or 32,000
persons of the total number of Negro
farm hands and laborers in Georgia
have moved North during the past 12
months, the report shows. The move-
ment goes on although crops for the

present season are already started. A

large abandonment of acreage is re-
ported, and the labor shortage is ex-
pected to be a major factor in limit-
ing acreage this season. The situa-
tion In Georgia is much worse than is
genamlly reallzed. the report says.

2 M. . Miczhil Mamalliosn
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DISCUSSION ON
 RACE MIGRATION

e e ——

Enthusiastic Public Meeting
Hold In New York.

—_— e —

SPEAKERS PLACE BLAME

. Denial of Political and Civil Rights,
Lynching and Other Forms of Bar-
barity Given as Cause of the Great
Exodus—South Losing Millions, Says
Dr. A, Clayton Powpll.

In the discussion of any great ques-
tion affecting the interest of more than
one race or individual it is always well
to hear the point of view of each. The
speakers at the great public meeting
held early in July at the' Abyssinian
Baptist church, New York, the Rev.
Dr, A. Clayton Powell pastor, gave the
colored man's view of the causes of
race migration from the south. The
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The Negro M&Ving Nbrtﬂ

The war, cutting off immigration from Europe, has started a northward
movement of negro laborers, which journalistic observers find most sig-
nificant. For the negro, it is said to be the entrance upon “a new stage
in his progress ‘up from slavery.’ For the North, it is the intensification
of its negro-proviem. The South may gain by the partial transfer of its
race-problem, and its added attractiveness to white immigrants. But the
prevailing Southern comment is represented by the Montgomery Adver-
tisers's question, if the negroes go, “where shall we get labor to take their
places?”

“It is being svstematically stimulated by Northern employers of labor,
The Pennsylvania Railroad has taken 4,000 blacks from the South,
3,000 being brought North in one train of six sections. Persons familiar
with our New England tobacco-farms have observed this season the ap-
pearance of negro laborers in much increased numbers, Exaggerated esti-
mates of the movement are in circulation. At the negro conference in
Washington last week, representing the New England and Middle Atlantic
States, it was asserted that more than 500,000 blacks from the South had
come North in the past six months. But, whatever the figures may be, let-
ters and telegrams were read at the conference from many manufacturers,
mine-ownes, and others, giving assurances that negroes would be encour-
aged to make their homes in the North and would receive a ‘square deal.
It was represented that the industrial situation in Pennsylvania and New
York was such that at least 2,000,000 negro laborers could be employed
in the next year.”
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The labor agents were a very important factor in stimulating
the movement. The number at work in the South appears to
have been greatly exaggerated. Agents were more active in
large cities where their presence was not so conspicuous. It
was difficult to discover because of the very guarded manner
in which they worked. One, for example, would walk briskly
down the street through a group of negroes and, without turn-

ing his head, would say in a low tone, “ Anybody want to go
to Chicago, see me.”” That was sufficient. Many persons were
found to remark frequently on the strange silence which negroes
en masse managed to maintain concerning the movement of the
agents. A white man remarked that it was the first time there
had ever happened anything about which he could not get full
information from some negro. Agents were reported, at one
time or another, in every section from which the migrants
went. When the vigilance of the authorities restricted their
activities they began working through the mails. Many sections
were flooded with letters from the North to persons whose
names had been obtained from migrants in the North or through
a quiet canvass of the community by unobstructed solicitors.”
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GREAT TREK OF NEGROES NORTH PUZZLES RACE LEADERS

Labor Market Depleted, Lure of Higher
Whatever the cause, there is no Wages Not the
denyving the fact that 350 000 negroes Direct Cause,
have come North in the last twelve They Say. but a
months, leaving the South confronted Nameless Dread
with a largely depleted labor market Has Affected the
and a resulting economic loss that has People

heen computed at $200,000,000, and
whidh probably will be much higher.

Southern Chambers of Commerce Labor Market Dis-
nave tried their best to stem the tide; rupted by Migra-
rallroad companies have refused to tion of Thousands
sell tickets to negroes; the police have andMeans toStop
arrested them and destroyed tickets' the Flood Have
they have bought, and every possible Not Yet Been
effort has been made, but in vain. The Discovered

‘negro still leaves the South, after have '
'ing stood against the terrors of lynch-
ing and race prejudice for fifty vears,
after accumulating property worth
billions, after becoming a factor In
'Southern business, and he is leaving
al™that he has gained upon a sudden
'impulse of nameless panic. |
| That he would rather live in the
South is evident after talking even for
& short time with any negro who
'knows much of the affairs of his peo-
'ple, There had even been a large
|amount of migration from the North
'to the South up to last vear, It is the
land he likes best, and those of them
|who work and save their money, those
iwho have been successful in overcom-
IIng what Booker T. Washington called
ithe curse of the race, “lack of educa-
tion and an empty pocketbook,” al-
ways look to the time when they can
have a home of their own in the South-
'land. i
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SOUTH UNABLE
10PUT STOPTO
NEGRO EXODUS

Laborers Get Past State
Guards in Migration to
" North.

300 PASS THROUGH CAPITAL

Leader of Party, During Stop
Here, Tells How Charges
Got Through.

A batch of 30 negro workmen from
Jacksonville, Fla., consigned to KEast-
ern citles, arrived In  Washington
Saturday night. The train came over
the Atlantic Coast Line rallroad, and
the negroes have already been sent
on to their destinations,

The trainload of negroes was In
charge of a former Washingtohian,
well known In this city, who haas
made Jacksonville his home for some
ears. He talked freely about it, tell-
ng the methods of gettin the
negroes past the Btate guards, and
other detalls.

He kyew of no political purpose ta
the exportation of negroes from the
Bouth, seelng in it only the economic
fact of the men going where they
could get higher wages. :

Visited Labor Department.

The conductor of the 300 negroes pald
visita to the Department of Labor and
Justice this morning, to see If his ac-
tivitles had violated any laws or regu-
lations. Officlals of both departments
were much interested 1n his statement,
but would make no comment on it.

It was learned that up to a few
months ago the Department of lLabor
had been transporting Inbor from the
South te Northern polnts, where it se-
cured them employment, It discon-
tinued this practice about August of
this year. BSeveral hundred negroes are
understood to have been brought North
by it before that time. That its opera-
tions In Florida were not without frig-
tion with the local authorities was the
statemient of a Florida.man. No n
was mlrnul IH; {be department” for
Lt: rcanat on of the transport of negroes

Two conflicting views of the move-
ment of negroes from the South to
Northern States have been taken by
high officilala here. One of these opin=-
lons Is to the effect that the move-
ment Is for political purpose, purely
and simply, and that the negroes are
wanted in certain closely contested
border States to vote the Republican
ticket and turn the election.

Another view that has found favor
in the minds qf officials is that the
movement is aolely an economic one.
Those holding this view point to the
need for labor, sgkilled and unskilled,
on Northern railroads and industrial
eatablishmenta. That these concerns
are instrumental in importing negroes
from the South to take the places of
Itallane, Ruthenians, Slovacks, and
other foreigners who have in the past
been employed is urged.
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Fear Chaos in Labor Market.

The riots In Fka-t 8St. Louls werd
caused by the importation of negro
strike breakers to work In an alumie|
num factory. Their coming wag
looked upon as a deliberate attempt

to invade the white man's province,'
'and a city where blacks and whites,

had gotten along amicably was sude

denly turned into a slaughter house.
The negroes drawn to Egst 8t. Lo

went there bacause of the high rate of

. wages, just as many of them have

come North to get the $5 a day p |
in the munitions factories. High wages®
mean just high wages to them. the
question of the higher cost of living
doesa not enter their minds, but ale
though the lure of wney has been &
tremendous one in (ne work of des'
populating the black South, the in<

telligent negroes stoutly maintain thag
| it {8 a4 minor cause.

— —

| Wishes he eran use |t.

Southernerg who know the negro
well say that their clajm of being@
afraid--more afgpaid than they evep
were bheforee«-is not true, that as &
matter of fact the negro {s just begine
ning to awaken to the knowledga tha$
he has industrial power and that if he
But that hardly
agrees with the way ig which the ne=
Broes have heen abapdoning thelm
homes without even stopping to sal}
their pigs

The first large body of negro labore
ers to be hrought from the South came
{ hera about a vear ago and went tg
'work for the Pennsvivania Railroad,
There were 3,000 of them and they did
=0 well that the New York, New Haven'
and Hartford also brought a lot of
them North. The thing began to look
0 serious that Southern railroads wild
not honor tickets for negroeas sent
dnwn by Northern corporations, buf
| despite thia, the apportunities for nee
| groes to come North continue to be
provided and still they come, A few
days ago 3i0 came in on round trim
tickets provided by a woman ne '
agent in the Bouth. Needless to ::;
the return ticket was not used.

Just what this portends for the-
North cannot be predicted, but negroes
hera dn not lonk on the future with
any ton much confidence. Theyv recall
that Booker T. Washington urged ‘the
negroes to stav in the South, hn!le\;a
that there was the right place
them, and made everv effort tn stop
migration ta the Nearth,
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N egroes Are Flockmg
Out of the Southland

275,000 Move North Since Last November
and More Are on Way by the Trainload

BY JOHN CARSON “Talk about labor agencies,” sug.
WASHINGTON, June 22.-—Tho |gested Brown today. “It's not labor
old *"Sunny South,” with I!ts sur.|agencies. Some 200,000 negroes went
plus of negro labor, Is gone for-|to the Industries in the North dur-
ever, ln:tlunrpoﬂdudumlad
Sinca November 30 last, 275,000 [there, They are responsible for
negroes have moved from the Bouth |ting thelr friends to move.

E!

load.
The movement is increasing, in fact, "m‘w South Carolina, 23,-
mm‘°mmu"mmmu.m Miss.
y lssippl, 53,000; Loulsiana, 24,000, and

]
;
?
1ifs
g
3
if

soclally or politieally, or In all| whon dull times
three respects, is the judgment of war, the negro
government,

;
s
!

been alarmed for weeks and months. |not going to have its {remendous

the department of labor. But Sec. | DU every government official is
retary Davig insists it ls not the |®8Teed the effect will be economle,
duty of the government to provent |%0¢ial and political and that the
the negro moving when he desires |COUNLrY has a problem of “recon.
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—~
Personal appeals in the form of letters have a recognized

weight in influencing action. The United States mail was about
the most active and efficient labor agent. The manner in which
the first negroes left made great opportunities for letter writing.
It is to be remembered that the departure of one person was re-
garded always in the light of an experiment., The understanding
existed between a man and his friends that he would honestly
inform them of conditions in the North, Letters were passed
around and read before large groups. A woman from Hatties-
burg is accredited with having sent back a letter which enticed
away over 200 persons. A tailor who had settled in a town
of white people in the West wrote a letter which was read in
a church. It explained the advantages of the free schools open
to all, and the privilege to ride and to go where one pleases.
The reading of the letter brought forth long and loud applause.
A man who had left home, writes back to his friend yet un-

decided:

Mike, old boy, I was promoted on the first of the month. I was made
first assistant to the head carpenter. When he is out of place I take every-
thing in charge and was raised to $95 per month. You know I know my
stuff. What's the news generally around H’burg? 1 should have been
here twenty years ago. I just begin to feel like a man, It’s a great deal
of pleasure in knowing that you have got some privileges. My children are
going to the same school with the whites and I don’t have to humble to
no one. I have registered. Will vote the next election and there isn’t any
‘yes, sir, and no, sir.’ It's all yes and no, and no, Sam, and Bill, /

The man has long since been joined by his friend.
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CHURCHES FIND RACE PROBLEM
NATIONAL IN SCOPE

New York.—The Negro migration
has brought new problems to both
white and colored ehurches in the
North. The migrants, tho church
“members at home, are not easily as-
similated by the colored churches
at the North; and this failure to
form new ties creates problems for
both the while mission boards and
the colored organizations.

A commit‘=e of the Hame Missions

. survey of several states in bolh see-
tions. Their report shows that in
|thm western states — Michigan,
, Ohio, and Indiana—there are 130,
'm Negro migrants, sixty percent
lof whom are estimaled as church
members at home; but only 12 per.

churches. They are mostly country
folk, used to emotional preaching
and haphazard methods of finance.
Northern Negroes consider them
ignorant and shiftiess, while to the
migrant Northern Negroes lack true
religion. White churches have

teract the serious conditions follow-
ing this lack of understanding,
either by missionary endeavor of

the colored churches in meeting the
urgent need. =

|
|

o

done “practically nothing” to coun- .

their own. or by co-operating with |

|
[

1

The report gives housing condi-

for. In the cities the race feeling
is rarely acute; but in many small
towns previously without eolored
population race bitterness is rapid-
ly developing.

The committee recommends united
work by the Northern white
churches to colleet information and
to arouse local white ehurches and
denominational boards to coop-
 erate with the colored churches in
programs to he worked out to meet

local needs. Among these commu-
nity centers colored le are ree-
' ognized as pressing. would

|ln operated by the eolored churches
~with the moral and financial hack-
/ing of white organizations, as has
‘bun so successfully done at some

, Points in the Souts by the Southern
cent have united with northern ' churches,

The Council proposes a conference
of all its eonstituent boards. North
and South, to consider the race ques-
‘tion from a national standpoin’ as
it affects the Christian ehurches of
Loth races,

tions as bad, clean recreation hard
to find, the night sehools unprovided |
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THE NEGRD EXODUS TO- "o rhe, iior ofiche Rich.
- THE NORTH. kS Geitet PaY ke e
—_— people were appealing to the

Mr. Lipscombe Writes on the |Ncgro leaders to assist them
Attitude of the South. in stopping the Negro exodus
AR from the Southland to the
North. It seems to me the
white people are appealing to
the wrong source. They
should appeal to those who
have created and are creating
such an intolerable condition
that makes it impossible for
the Negro to live in peace a-
mong them.

I have talked with many
Negroes who have recently
come from the Southland with
the specihc purpose of ascer.
taining the cause of them
leaving the land of their birth
to cast their lot in a strange
land. They know not, and
every one’s answer has been
the same, viz; that they are
|lynched, Jim-<crowed, disfran
“poifee - protection and

rough justice.
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Book, Emmett J. Scott, Negro migration during the war, 1920 (excerpt)
Library of Congress (20009134)
https://www.loc.gov/itern/20009134/

None of the causes was more effective than that of the
opportunity to earn a better living. Wages offered in the North
were double and treble those received in the South. Women
who received $2.50 a week in domestic service could earn from
$2.10 to $2.50 a day and men receiving $1.10 and $1.25 a day
could earn from $2.50 to $3.75 a day in the various industries
in the North.'! An intensive study of the migration to Pitts-

burgh, made by Mr. Abraham Epstein, gives an 1dea of the
difference in wages paid in the North and the South. His
findings may be quoted : “ The great mass of workers get higher
wages here than in the places from which they come. Fifty-six
per cent received less than two dollars a day in the South, while
only five per cent received such wages in Pittsburgh.” Sixty-
two per cent received between $2 and $3 per day in Pittsburgh
as compared with 25 per cent in the South, and 28 per cent
received between $3 and $3.60 in this city as compared with
four per cent in the South.


https://www.loc.gov/item/20009134/
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GREAT MIGRATION GUIDING TOPICS HEXAGONS

PUSH FACTORS
IN THE SOUTH

PUSH FACTORS
IN THE SOUTH

POSITIVE
EXPERIENCES
OF MIGRANTS

POSITIVE
EXPERIENCES
OF MIGRANTS

PULL FACTORS
IN THE NORTH

PULL FACTORS
IN THE NORTH

IMPACT AND
REACTIONS IN
THE SOUTH

IMPACT AND
REACTIONS IN
THE SOUTH

THE CHALLENGES
MIGRANTS FACED

THE CHALLENGES
MIGRANTS FACED

IMPACT AND
REACTIONS IN
THE NORTH

IMPACT AND
REACTIONS IN
THE NORTH

PUSH FACTORS
IN THE SOUTH

PULL FACTORS
IN THE NORTH

THE CHALLENGES
MIGRANTS FACED

POSITIVE
EXPERIENCES
OF MIGRANTS

IMPACT AND
REACTIONS IN
THE SOUTH

IMPACT AND
REACTIONS IN
THE NORTH
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GREAT MIGRATION HEXAGONS VISUALIZATION EXAMPLE

cause and effect
\

search for
income and
employement

boll weevil
caused crop
failure

availability of

cotton crop
failure, loss
of income

Southerners will
oppose them

contract labor
system

economic
challenges

Many jobs closed
to Black people
based on race

racial
issues

letters

“Lynched,

bl .
pgguseergs “There is no
by white race problem

southerners in the North

~

Looking for a better life
with less racism

industrial jobs

labor agents sent
to the South to
recuit workers

PUSH FACTORS Jim Crowed, written by
IN THE SOUTH disenfranchised, Black people
and segregated!” in North

reduced

immigration due
to World War |

PULL FACTORS
IN THE NORTH

Northern
newspapers

like the
Chicago
Defender




GREAT MIGRATION GRAPHIC ORGANIZER

Push Factors in the South

Positive Experiences of Migrants

Impact and Reactions in the South

Pull Factors in the North

Challenges Migrants Faced

Impact and Reactions in the North
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