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OVERVIEW
When most people think of the struggle for LGBTQ+ 
(lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer and/or 
questioning, plus other sexual and gender minorities) 
rights in the United States, they tend to think of national 
touchstone events such as the Stonewall Riots, Windsor 
v. United States (2013), or Obergefell v. Hodges (2015). 
However, LGBTQ+ rights were often advanced due to the 
tireless work of individuals and organizations at state and 
local levels who were pushing for change. In this lesson, 
students will explore the LGBTQ+ movement using primary 
sources from the archives at the University of Michigan.

OBJECTIVES
At the conclusion of this activity, students will be able to:

	› Explain the process by which the LGBTQ+ community 
pushed for greater rights;

	› Analyze primary sources from lesser-known individuals 
and groups associated with the LGBTQ+ rights 
movement; and

	› Compare the LGBTQ+ rights movement over several 
decades.

STANDARDS CONNECTIONS

CONNECTIONS TO COMMON CORE 
	› CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.3 Analyze in detail a series 

of events described in a text; determine whether earlier 
events caused later ones or simply preceded them.

	› CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
vocabulary describing political, social, or economic 
aspects of history/social science.

	› CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.9. Compare and contrast 
treatments of the same topic in several primary and 
secondary sources.

CONNECTIONS TO C3 FRAMEWORK 
	› D2.His.12.9-12. Use questions generated about multiple 

historical sources to identify further areas of inquiry and 
additional sources.

	› D3.1.9-12. Gather relevant information from multiple 
sources while using the origin, authority, structure, 
context, and corroborative value of the sources to guide 
the selection.

DOCUMENTS USED

PRIMARY SOURCES
AIDS Rally Chants, October 19, 1985
James W. Toy Papers, Bentley Historical Library, University 
of Michigan (Box 9)

Flyer, Demand More Money for A.I.D.S. Research!, October 
19, 1985
James W. Toy Papers, Bentley Historical Library, University 
of Michigan (Box 9)

Flyer, “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” Don’t Work!!, July 15, 1993
Triangle Foundation Records, Bentley Historical Library, 
University of Michigan (Box 4)

Flyer, Gay/Straight Student Alliances
Affirmations Lesbian/Gay Community Center Records, 
Bentley Historical Library, University of Michigan (Box 4)

“Grand Rapids Resident Drafting Petition for Statewide Ban 
of Gay Rights,” Capitol Capsule, January 5, 1993
Triangle Foundation Records, Bentley Historical Library, 
University of Michigan (Box 3)

 
THE LONG PATH TOWARD  
LGBTQ+ RIGHTS
AUTHOR: Craig A. Windt, Central High School, Bay City, Michigan 
 

GUIDING QUESTION: 
How did local actions affect societal attitudes toward the LGBTQ+ 

community and its advocacy for equal rights?
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Human Rights Party Candidate Biographies, 1974
Human Rights Party (Ann Arbor, Michigan) Records, Bentley 
Historical Library, University of Michigan (Box 2)

Jewish Community Council of Metropolitan Detroit, Testimony 
on Dressel Legislation, October 28, 1983
James W. Toy Papers, Bentley Historical Library, University of 
Michigan (Box 12)

Kathy Kozachenko Campaign Card, 1974
Human Rights Party (Ann Arbor, Michigan) Records, Bentley 
Historical Library, University of Michigan (Box 2)

Letter, Bishop Raymond A. Heine to Richard Anthony, 
September 16, 1983
James W. Toy Papers, Bentley Historical Library, University of 
Michigan (Box 12)

Letter, Dr. Bruce Voeller et al to Mr. Leonard F. Chapman, Jr., 
July 23, 1974
James W. Toy Papers, Bentley Historical Library, University of 
Michigan (Box 9)

Letter, Jim Toy to the American Civil Liberties Union, April 15, 1986
James W. Toy Papers, Bentley Historical Library, University of 
Michigan (Box 9)

Letter, John P. Spiegel, M.D. to Leonard D. Chapman, Jr., July 
17, 1974
James W. Toy Papers, Bentley Historical Library, University of 
Michigan (Box 9)

Letter, Kathy Kozachenko to the Ann Arbor City Council, 
February 3, 1976
Human Rights Party (Ann Arbor, Michigan) Records, Bentley 
Historical Library, University of Michigan (Box 3)

Letter, Rosemary Jozqiak to School Counselors, September 
26, 1995
Affirmations Lesbian/Gay Community Center Records, Bentley 
Historical Library, University of Michigan (Box 5)

Letter, Sam Bernsen to Dr. Bruce Voeller, August 8, 1974
James W. Toy Papers, Bentley Historical Library, University of 
Michigan (Box 9)

Memorandum to the Michigan Legislature from Bishop 
Reginald H. Holle, August 25, 1983
James W. Toy Papers, Bentley Historical Library, University of 
Michigan (Box 12)

Michigan Senate, Senate Bill No. 709, November 30, 1989
Organization for Human Rights Records, Bentley Historical 
Library, University of Michigan (Box 4)

Press Release, AA Gay Liberation Front, June 1972
James W. Toy Papers, Bentley Historical Library, University of 
Michigan (Box 15)

Resolution, Ann Arbor City Council, Resolution on Gay Pride 
Week, June 12, 1972
James W. Toy Papers, Bentley Historical Library, University of 
Michigan (Box 15)

Statement, Triangle Foundation, Statement by Jeffrey 
Montgomery . . . On the Status of the Ban on Military Serice 
by Gays and Lesbians, July 15, 1993 

Triangle Foundation Records, Bentley Historical Library, 
University of Michigan (Box 4)

SECONDARY SOURCES 

“History & Culture”  
Stonewall National Monument, National Park Service 
https://www.nps.gov/ston/learn/historyculture.htm

“Who Was Ryan White?”  
Health Resources & Services Administration 
https://ryanwhite.hrsa.gov/about/ryan-white 

TEACHER-CREATED MATERIALS
› Document Sets A through G

ACTIVITY PREPARATION
› Organize students into groups of three or four students

each.

› Arrange the classroom for group work.

› Preview all materials to ensure appropriateness for
students.

› Make copies of the document sets so that each group has
one set.

PROCEDURE

ACTIVITY ONE (45 MINUTES)
› Distribute one document set to each group of three or four

students.

› Explain to the students that they are to read through their
documents, highlighting and annotating as needed to
improve understanding.

› Instruct students to discuss the documents in their groups,
using the discussion questions as a guide.

CONNECTIONS
Encourage students to look in their 
communities to learn how individuals have 
worked to make a more perfect union through 
involvement in civic organizations and local 
and state governments.

Special thanks to the team at the Bentley 
Historical Library at the University of Michigan for 
sharing these digitized sources for publication.

https://www.nps.gov/ston/learn/historyculture.htm
https://ryanwhite.hrsa.gov/about/ryan-white
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› Ask student groups to generate three questions that arose
from their discussions.

› Direct each student group to give a two- to three-minute
summary of their documents and their discussions,
including sharing the questions that were posed.

› Lead a class discussion synthesizing the presentations of
the various groups. Potential discussion questions include:

» What type of people and organizations were involved in the
fight for LGBTQ+ rights?

» What trends can be seen in the fight for LGBTQ+ rights over
time?

» Of the actions studied, which were most significant? Why?

» Which actions seemed to be least important or have the
smallest effect? Why?

» Historically speaking, why were LGBTQ+ rights so
controversial?

ASSESSMENT OPTIONS
› Ask students to compare and contrast the LGBTQ+ rights

movement with other rights movements either in the past
or in the present.

› Research one of the individuals or organizations presented
in the document sets.

› Research a LGBTQ+ activist from your local community,
state, or territory.

STUDENTS INTERESTED IN THIS 
TOPIC MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN 
RESEARCHING THE FOLLOWING FOR 
AN NHD PROJECT
› James W. Toy (1930–2022)

› Kathy Kozachenko (1953–)

› Pride Festivals

› Gay/Straight Student Alliances

To access a PDF containing all of the sources 
and materials to complete this lesson plan, go to:

NHD.ORG/250

Media Resource: The LGBTQ Community in American History 
https://edsitement.neh.gov/media-resources/lgbtq-community-american-history

Teacher’s Guide: Investigating Local History 
https://edsitement.neh.gov/teachers-guides/investigating-local-history

Student Activity: U.S. Civil Rights Movements of the 20th Century 
https://edsitement.neh.gov/student-activities/civil-rights-movements-late-20th-century

When discussing the history of LGBTQ+ people, students will encounter language that was common to the 
past, but might be offensive, problematic, or out-of-date. Remind students that in all discussions and written 
commentary, they should use modern-day terminology when speaking about people in the past.

http://NHD.ORG/250
https://edsitement.neh.gov/media-resources/lgbtq-community-american-history
https://edsitement.neh.gov/teachers-guides/investigating-local-history
https://edsitement.neh.gov/student-activities/civil-rights-movements-late-20th-century
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DOCUMENT SET A

Instructions: With your group, read the documents in your set and discuss the following questions:

› What reasons are the city of Ann Arbor giving as justification for this resolution?

› The resolution makes reference to events in June 1969 on Christopher Street in New York. What is this a
reference to? Hint: if you need more information, see the “History & Culture” article from the National Park
Service’s Stonewall National Monument in New York at nps.gov/ston/learn/historyculture.htm.

› What was the vote of the city council on this resolution? Why may it not have had unanimous support?

› Who on the council supported the resolution?

› Who on the council opposed the resolution? What reasons were given?

› What other steps did the council take to support members of the LGBTQ+ community?

› A resolution does not have the force of a city ordinance or law. Why would the city enact a resolution if it
does not change the legal situation for the LGBTQ+ community?

Historical Context: In 1972, Ann Arbor, Michigan became the first U.S. city to proclaim a week in 
celebration of Gay Pride.

Resolution, Ann Arbor City Council, Resolution on Gay Pride Week, June 12, 1972 
James W. Toy Papers, Bentley Historical Library, University of Michigan (Box 15)

http://nps.gov/ston/learn/historyculture.htm
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DOCUMENT SET A (CON’T)

Press Release, AA Gay Liberation Front, June 1972 
James W. Toy Papers, Bentley Historical Library, University of Michigan (Box 15)
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DOCUMENT SET B

Instructions: With your group, read the documents in your set and discuss the following questions:

› In what ways was Kathy Kozachenko similar to and different from her fellow candidates in 1974?

› Why were so many young people running for government office?

› Why might Kozachenko have chosen not to hide her sexual orientation when she ran for office?

› This source references Kozachenko’s involvement in the lettuce and grape boycotts. What was this historic
event about? Who organized it?

› One of Kozachenko’s main goals in office was to address Ann Arbor’s Disorderly Conduct Code. What was
this code?

› Why might Kozachenko have led the charge to repeal the Disorderly Conduct Code?

› To whom did Kozachenko write the letter? What did she hope to achieve?

Historical Context: In 1974, Kathy Kozachenko became the first open member of the LGBTQ+ community 
to be elected to public office, serving one term as a member of the Ann Arbor City Council.

Letter, Kathy Kozachenko to the Ann Arbor City Council, February 3, 1976 
Human Rights Party (Ann Arbor, Michigan) Records, Bentley Historical Library, University of Michigan (Box 3)
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DOCUMENT SET B (CON’T)

Human Rights Party Candidate Biographies, 1974 
Human Rights Party (Ann Arbor, Michigan) Records, Bentley Historical Library, University of Michigan (Box 2)
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DOCUMENT SET B (CON’T)

Kathy Kozachenko Campaign Card, 1974 
Human Rights Party (Ann Arbor, Michigan) Records, Bentley Historical Library, University of Michigan (Box 2)
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DOCUMENT SET C

Instructions: With your group, read the documents in your set and discuss the following questions:

› Which individual representing which organization wrote the letter dated July 17, 1974?

› Representatives from which organizations signed the second letter directed to the U.S. Immigration and
Naturalization Service (INS), dated July 23, 1974?

› What important decision did the American Psychiatric Association make in December 1973?

› What is the purpose of the two letters written to the INS?

› How does the Acting General Counsel of the INS respond?

› According to the INS, what can be denied to immigrant homosexual people?

› What justification does the Acting General Counsel give for his department’s decision?

Historical Context: Until the early 1970s, the American Psychiatric Association included homosexuality on 
its list of “sexual deviations and mental disorders,” thereby giving legitimacy to laws discriminating against 
members of the LGBTQ+ community.
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DOCUMENT SET C (CON’T)

Letter, John P. Spiegel, M.D. to Leonard D. Chapman, Jr., July 17, 1974 
James W. Toy Papers, Bentley Historical Library, University of Michigan (Box 9)
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DOCUMENT SET C (CON’T)

Letter, Dr. Bruce Voeller et al to Mr. Leonard F. Chapman, Jr., July 23, 1974 
James W. Toy Papers, Bentley Historical Library, University of Michigan (Box 9)
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DOCUMENT SET C (CON’T)

Letter, Sam Bernsen to Dr. Bruce Voeller, August 8, 1974 
James W. Toy Papers, Bentley Historical Library, University of Michigan (Box 9)
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DOCUMENT SET C (CON’T)

Letter, Sam Bernsen to Dr. Bruce Voeller, August 8, 1974 
James W. Toy Papers, Bentley Historical Library, University of Michigan (Box 9)
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DOCUMENT SET D

Instructions: With your group, read the documents in your set and discuss the following questions:

› Why did Bishop Holle of the Lutheran Church write to the Michigan legislature on August 25, 1983? How
do you know this?

› What caveat, or limit, does Holle place on his support?

› How does Bishop Heine of the Lutheran Church respond (on September 16, 1983) to the letter from the
Michigan Organization for Human Rights?

› In the letter from David Lebenbom, president of the Jewish Community Council of Metropolitan Detroit,
what justifications does he give for his religious community’s support of the proposed amendment?

› Why might the Jewish community be such a fierce defender of civil rights?

› In what areas of life would the proposed amendment protect members of the LGBTQ+ community?

Historical Context: In 1983, the Michigan State Legislature proposed amending the 1976 Elliott-Larsen 
Civil Rights Act to include the LGBTQ+ community. The amendment failed and protections from the Elliott-
Larsen Civil Rights Act would not be extended to the LGBTQ+ community until 2022 due to a ruling from 
the Michigan Supreme Court.
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DOCUMENT SET D (CON’T)

Memorandum to the Michigan Legislature from Bishop Reginald H. Holle, August 25, 1983 
James W. Toy Papers, Bentley Historical Library, University of Michigan (Box 12)
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DOCUMENT SET D (CON’T)

Letter, Bishop Raymond A. Heine to Richard Anthony, September 16, 1983 
James W. Toy Papers, Bentley Historical Library, University of Michigan (Box 12)
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DOCUMENT SET D (CON’T)

Jewish Community Council of Metropolitan Detroit, Testimony on Dressel Legislation, October 28, 1983 
James W. Toy Papers, Bentley Historical Library, University of Michigan (Box 12)
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DOCUMENT SET E

Instructions: With your group, read the documents in your set and discuss the following questions:

› What concerns are being addressed at the protest scheduled for October 19, 1985, in Ann Arbor, Michigan?

› Why might the protesters have said “attack the disease, not gays and lesbians”?

› Toward which people and organizations are the protest chants directed? Why?

› What solutions did the protestors call for?

› Why might members of the LGBTQ+ community be frustrated in 1985?

› How might the U.S. at large have viewed the health crisis in 1985?

› Are there any parallels to be drawn between the events of 1985 and the recent COVID pandemic?

Historical Context: In the early 1980s, AIDS (Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome) was spreading 
rapidly throughout the United States. Though anyone was susceptible, rates of disease were highest in gay 
men. As the disease spread, the federal government largely remained silent about the epidemic.
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DOCUMENT SET E (CON’T)

AIDS Rally Chants, October 19, 1985 
James W. Toy Papers, Bentley Historical Library, University of Michigan (Box 9)
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DOCUMENT SET E (CON’T)

Flyer, Demand More Money for A.I.D.S. Research!, October 19, 1985 
James W. Toy Papers, Bentley Historical Library, University of Michigan (Box 9)



21

DOCUMENT SET F

Instructions: With your group, read the documents in your set and discuss the following questions:

› In his letter dated April 15, 1986, what issue is Jim Toy raising to the American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU)?

› Though not explicitly stated, according to Toy, who was being excluded from Ann Arbor Public Schools?

› What is Michigan Senate Bill No. 709 about?

› Starting on line 9 of page 1, what type of education does the SB 709 call for? Why might that be?

› What is the purpose of the letter dated September 26, 1995?

› Why is Affirmations providing these services?

› What is the purpose of a Gay/Straight Student Alliance?

› What shift do you notice in attitudes toward LGBTQ+ students from the mid-1980s through the mid-1990s?

Historical Context: The AIDS Epidemic of the 1980s impacted the education of students who contracted 
AIDS. When school–age children contracted HIV (the virus that causes AIDS), they faced discrimination 
and, in many cases, were denied access to public schools. Ryan White was a young boy from Indiana 
who contracted HIV through a blood transfusion. He, along with his mother, fought to ensure his right to 
attend public school. To learn more about Ryan White’s story, visit “Who Was Ryan White?” at the Health 
Resources & Services Administration’s website at ryanwhite.hrsa.gov/about/ryan-white. 

http://ryanwhite.hrsa.gov/about/ryan-white
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DOCUMENT SET F (CON’T)

Letter, Jim Toy to the American Civil Liberties Union, April 15, 1986 
James W. Toy Papers, Bentley Historical Library, University of Michigan (Box 9)
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DOCUMENT SET F (CON’T)

Michigan Senate, Senate Bill No. 709, November 30, 1989 
Organization for Human Rights Records, Bentley Historical Library, University of Michigan (Box 4)
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DOCUMENT SET F (CON’T)

Flyer, Gay/Straight Student Alliances 
Affirmations Lesbian/Gay Community Center Records, Bentley Historical Library, University of Michigan (Box 4)



25

DOCUMENT SET F (CON’T)

Letter, Rosemary Jozwiak to School Counselors, September 26, 1995 
Affirmations Lesbian/Gay Community Center Records, Bentley Historical Library, University of Michigan (Box 5)
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DOCUMENT SET G

Instructions: With your group, read the documents in your set and discuss the following questions:

› According to the press release dated January 5, 1993, what action did the state of Colorado take?

› What reasons does Carl Kellogg give for proposing similar legislation in Michigan?

› According to the Michigan Organization for Human Rights, how might such legislation affect members of
the LGBTQ+ community?

› According to the press release from Triangle Foundation dated July 15, 1993, what new policy is being
enacted by President Bill Clinton?

› Why is the Triangle Foundation upset by this decision?

› What is being done to protest this decision?

› Was the decision made by President Clinton necessary at the time? Why or why not?

Historical Context: In the late 1980s and early 1990s, there was backlash against calls for expanded 
LGBTQ+ rights. In his 1992 presidential campaign, Bill Clinton pledged to open the military to the LGBTQ+ 
community. Bowing to pressure, he revised his pledge when it came time to enact it. 
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DOCUMENT SET G (CON’T)

“Grand Rapids Resident Drafting Petition for Statewide Ban of Gay Rights,” Capitol Capsule, January 5, 1993 
Triangle Foundation Records, Bentley Historical Library, University of Michigan (Box 3)
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DOCUMENT SET G (CON’T)

Statement, Triangle Foundation, Statement by Jeffrey Montgomery . . . On the Status of the Ban on Military 
Serice by Gays and Lesbians, July 15, 1993 
Triangle Foundation Records, Bentley Historical Library, University of Michigan (Box 4)



29

DOCUMENT SET G (CON’T)

Flyer, “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” Don’t Work!!, July 15, 1993 
Triangle Foundation Records, Bentley Historical Library, University of Michigan (Box 4)


