
BUILDING A MORE 
PERFECT UNION
PART II
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OVERVIEW
The quest for school desegregation was a lengthy and 
complicated process fought through the courts. In this 
lesson, students will examine primary and secondary 
sources written from multiple perspectives to better 
understand how the Supreme Court decision Mendez v. 
Westminster (1946) created a more perfect union.

OBJECTIVES
At the conclusion of this activity, students will be able to:

 › Read and analyze secondary and primary sources about 
Mendez v. Westminster;

 › Complete a small group seminar to answer the guiding 
question; and

 › Articulate in writing how Mendez v. Westminster led to a 
more perfect union, using evidence from the documents 
and seminar.

STANDARDS CONNECTIONS

CONNECTIONS TO COMMON CORE 
 › CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.1 Cite specific textual 

evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary 
sources. 

 › CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.2 Determine the central ideas 
or information of a primary or secondary source; provide 
an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior 
knowledge or opinions. 

 › CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.6-8.6 Identify aspects of a text 
that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., 
loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular 
facts). 

 › CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range 
of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners.

CONNECTIONS TO C3 FRAMEWORK 
 › D1.5.6-8. Determine the kinds of sources that will 

be helpful in answering compelling and supporting 
questions, taking into consideration multiple points of 
views represented in the sources.

 › D2.Civ.3.6-8. Examine the origins, purposes, and 
impact of constitutions, laws, treaties, and international 
agreements.

 › D2.Civ.10.6-8. Explain the relevance of personal 
interests and perspectives, civic virtues, and democratic 
principles when people address issues and problems in 
government and civil society.

 › D2.His.3.6-8. Use questions generated about individuals 
and groups to analyze why they, and the developments 
they shaped, are seen as historically significant.

DOCUMENTS USED

PRIMARY SOURCES
Amici Curiae Brief of the National Lawyers Guild and ACLU 
in Mendez v. Westminster
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 294943)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-
nlg-aclu

Judgment and Injunction in Mendez v. Westminster
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 294946)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/
judgement-and-injunction

 
THEN AND TODAY: MENDEZ V. 
WESTMINSTER
AUTHOR: Amy Trenkle, Alice Deal Middle School, Washington, D.C.
 

GUIDING QUESTION: 
How did the Supreme Court decision in Mendez v. Westminster create  

a more perfect union then and today?

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/judgement-and-injunction
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/judgement-and-injunction
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Petition in Mendez v. Westminster School District, March 2, 1945
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 294940)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/petition-
mendez

Testimony of Superintendent Richard Harris in Mendez v. 
Westminster
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 
6277737)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/2-trial-
transcript

SECONDARY SOURCES 
 
Background Essay, “Mendez v. Westminster: Desegregating 
California’s Schools” 
PBS Learning Media 
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/osi04.soc.
ush.civil.mendez/mendez-v-westminster-desegregating-
californias-schools/ 

Research Guide, 1946: Mendez v. Westminster 
Library of Congress 
https://guides.loc.gov/latinx-civil-rights/mendez-v-
westminster 

Video, Mendez v. Westminster: Desegregating California’s 
Schools 
PBS Learning Media 
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/osi04.soc.
ush.civil.mendez/mendez-v-westminster-desegregating-
californias-schools/ 

TEACHER-CREATED MATERIALS
 › Pre-Seminar Worksheet

 › Primary Source Packet

 › Mendez v. Westminster Seminar Worksheet

ACTIVITY PREPARATION

ACTIVITY ONE 
 › Decide how you want your students to access the primary 

and secondary materials (online or on paper).

 › Make one copy of the Pre-Seminar Worksheet for each 
student. 

 › Organize students into groups of three to four students 
each. 

 › Arrange the classroom for group work.

ACTIVITY TWO
 › Make one copy of the Mendez v. Westminster Seminar 

Worksheet for each student.

 › Make (or project) a poster-sized Seminar Tracker with each 
student’s name around the perimeter of the circle.

 › Arrange the classroom for a seminar, with students facing 
each other.

PROCEDURE

ACTIVITY ONE: PRE-SEMINAR WORK (50 MINUTES)
 › Organize students into groups of three to four students 

each. Distribute one Pre-Seminar Worksheet to each 
student.

 » Teacher Tip: Consider breaking up this task over two 
days to give students time to read and process in 
advance of the seminar. 

 › Ask students to engage with the secondary sources and 
then write their summary of the sources. When the written 
summaries are complete, ask three students to share them.

 › Distribute the primary sources (through a Primary Source 
Packet or links).  

 › Ask students to work with their groups to read each 
document and complete their analysis. 

 › Circulate to assist students and provide vocabulary support 
as needed. 

 › Have students complete the 3-2-1 Lesson Reflection.

ACTIVITY TWO: SEMINAR (50 MINUTES)
 › Distribute one Seminar Worksheet to each student and ask 

students to take out their Pre-Seminar Worksheet from the 
previous class.

 › Help students define the terms listed in Part A of their 
Seminar Worksheet. 

 › Explain to students that they will participate in a seminar 
about what they read and learned yesterday. Give students 
ten minutes to complete Part B on their own paper. Do not 
review student answers. 

CONNECTIONS
Federal and state courts help to ensure that 
the laws created by the legislative bodies at 
the state and federal levels are constitutional 
and applied correctly. In this way, there are 
many court cases at both levels that have 
helped to make America a more perfect 
union.

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/petition-mendez
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/petition-mendez
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/2-trial-transcript
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/2-trial-transcript
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/osi04.soc.ush.civil.mendez/mendez-v-westminster-desegregat
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/osi04.soc.ush.civil.mendez/mendez-v-westminster-desegregat
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/osi04.soc.ush.civil.mendez/mendez-v-westminster-desegregat
https://guides.loc.gov/latinx-civil-rights/mendez-v-westminster
https://guides.loc.gov/latinx-civil-rights/mendez-v-westminster
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/osi04.soc.ush.civil.mendez/mendez-v-westminster-desegregat
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/osi04.soc.ush.civil.mendez/mendez-v-westminster-desegregat
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/osi04.soc.ush.civil.mendez/mendez-v-westminster-desegregat
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 › Ask students to select their own goal for the seminar and 
complete Part C on their paper.

 › Explain to students how to use the tracker and its purpose.

 › Facilitate the seminar using the questions provided on the 
Seminar Worksheet.

 » How did the Supreme Court decision in Mendez v. 
Westminster create a more perfect union then and today?

 » What were the conflicting perspectives in this case?

 » How were rights going unrecognized? What were the specific 
rights? What were the barriers to fully enjoying these rights?

 » Why types of educational inequalities existed before the 
passage of Mendez v. Westminster? Where has there been 
a development toward fairness in education today? What 
inequalities continue to exist today?

 » What does a perfect union for education look like? To you 
personally? Locally? Nationally? Globally?

 › Ask students to reflect on what they learned during the 
seminar and their progress toward their self-selected 
goal. Ask students to complete and submit their Seminar 
Worksheet.

ASSESSMENT OPTIONS
 › Students can submit the Pre-Seminar and Seminar 

Worksheets to demonstrate their understanding of the 
topic. 

 › Teachers can choose to grade the Seminar based on 
student goals and participation. 

STUDENTS INTERESTED IN THIS 
TOPIC MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN 
RESEARCHING THE FOLLOWING FOR 
AN NHD PROJECT:
 › Bolling v. Sharpe (1954)

 › Guey Heung Lee v. Johnson and Johnson v. San Francisco 
Unified School District (1971)

 › Aspira v. New York (1975)

 › Education of Handicapped Children Act (1975)

 › Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) (1990)

To access a PDF containing all of the sources 
and materials to complete this lesson plan, go to:

NHD.ORG/250

Media Resource: BackStory: Legislation Impossible—The Civil Rights Act of 1964  
https://edsitement.neh.gov/media-resources/backstory-legislation-impossible-civil-rights-act-1964

Media Resource: Hispanic American Keywords for Chronicling America 
https://edsitement.neh.gov/media-resources/hispanic-american-keywords-chronicling-america

Media Resource: Thurgood Marshall Before the Court 
https://edsitement.neh.gov/general-resources/thurgood-marshall-court-0

Teacher’s Guide: Hispanic and Latino Heritage and History in the United States 
https://edsitement.neh.gov/teachers-guides/hispanic-heritage-and-history-united-states

When discussing the topic of school desegregation, students will encounter language that was common to 
the past, but might be offensive, problematic, or out-of-date. Remind students that in all discussions and 
written commentary, they should use modern-day terminology when speaking about people in the past.

http://NHD.ORG/250
https://edsitement.neh.gov/media-resources/backstory-legislation-impossible-civil-rights-act-1964
https://edsitement.neh.gov/media-resources/hispanic-american-keywords-chronicling-america
https://edsitement.neh.gov/general-resources/thurgood-marshall-court-0
https://edsitement.neh.gov/teachers-guides/hispanic-heritage-and-history-united-states
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PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET

Petition in Mendez v. Westminster School District, March 2, 1945
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 294940)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/petition-mendez

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/petition-mendez
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PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Petition in Mendez v. Westminster School District, March 2, 1945 (con’t)
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 294940)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/petition-mendez

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/petition-mendez
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PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Petition in Mendez v. Westminster School District, March 2, 1945 (con’t)
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 294940)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/petition-mendez

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/petition-mendez
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PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Petition in Mendez v. Westminster School District, March 2, 1945 (con’t)
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 294940)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/petition-mendez

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/petition-mendez
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PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Petition in Mendez v. Westminster School District, March 2, 1945 (con’t)
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 294940)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/petition-mendez

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/petition-mendez


9

PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Petition in Mendez v. Westminster School District, March 2, 1945 (con’t)
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 294940)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/petition-mendez

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/petition-mendez
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PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Petition in Mendez v. Westminster School District, March 2, 1945 (con’t)
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 294940)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/petition-mendez

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/petition-mendez
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PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Petition in Mendez v. Westminster School District, March 2, 1945 (con’t)
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 294940)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/petition-mendez

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/petition-mendez
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PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Petition in Mendez v. Westminster School District, March 2, 1945 (con’t)
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 294940)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/petition-mendez

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/petition-mendez
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PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Testimony of Superintendent Richard Harris in Mendez v. Westminster
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 6277737)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/2-trial-transcript

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/2-trial-transcript
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PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Testimony of Superintendent Richard Harris in Mendez v. Westminster (con’t)
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 6277737)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/2-trial-transcript

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/2-trial-transcript
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PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Testimony of Superintendent Richard Harris in Mendez v. Westminster (con’t)
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 6277737)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/2-trial-transcript

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/2-trial-transcript
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PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Testimony of Superintendent Richard Harris in Mendez v. Westminster (con’t)
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 6277737)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/2-trial-transcript

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/2-trial-transcript
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PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Testimony of Superintendent Richard Harris in Mendez v. Westminster (con’t)
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 6277737)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/2-trial-transcript

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/2-trial-transcript
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PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Testimony of Superintendent Richard Harris in Mendez v. Westminster (con’t)
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 6277737)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/2-trial-transcript

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/2-trial-transcript
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PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Testimony of Superintendent Richard Harris in Mendez v. Westminster (con’t)
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 6277737)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/2-trial-transcript

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/2-trial-transcript
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PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Testimony of Superintendent Richard Harris in Mendez v. Westminster (con’t)
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 6277737)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/2-trial-transcript

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/2-trial-transcript


21

PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Testimony of Superintendent Richard Harris in Mendez v. Westminster (con’t)
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 6277737)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/2-trial-transcript

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/2-trial-transcript
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PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Amici Curiae Brief of the National Lawyers Guild and ACLU in Mendez v. Westminster
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 294943)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu
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PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Amici Curiae Brief of the National Lawyers Guild and ACLU in Mendez v. Westminster (con’t)
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 294943)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu
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PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Amici Curiae Brief of the National Lawyers Guild and ACLU in Mendez v. Westminster (con’t)
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 294943)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu
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PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Amici Curiae Brief of the National Lawyers Guild and ACLU in Mendez v. Westminster (con’t)
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 294943)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu
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PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Amici Curiae Brief of the National Lawyers Guild and ACLU in Mendez v. Westminster (con’t)
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 294943)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu


27

PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Amici Curiae Brief of the National Lawyers Guild and ACLU in Mendez v. Westminster (con’t)
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 294943)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu
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PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Amici Curiae Brief of the National Lawyers Guild and ACLU in Mendez v. Westminster (con’t)
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 294943)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu
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PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Amici Curiae Brief of the National Lawyers Guild and ACLU in Mendez v. Westminster (con’t)
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 294943)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu
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PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Amici Curiae Brief of the National Lawyers Guild and ACLU in Mendez v. Westminster (con’t)
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 294943)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu
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PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Amici Curiae Brief of the National Lawyers Guild and ACLU in Mendez v. Westminster (con’t)
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 294943)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu
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PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Amici Curiae Brief of the National Lawyers Guild and ACLU in Mendez v. Westminster (con’t)
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 294943)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu
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PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Amici Curiae Brief of the National Lawyers Guild and ACLU in Mendez v. Westminster (con’t)
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 294943)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu
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PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Amici Curiae Brief of the National Lawyers Guild and ACLU in Mendez v. Westminster (con’t)
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 294943)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu
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PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Amici Curiae Brief of the National Lawyers Guild and ACLU in Mendez v. Westminster (con’t)
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 294943)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu
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PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Amici Curiae Brief of the National Lawyers Guild and ACLU in Mendez v. Westminster (con’t)
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 294943)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu
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PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Amici Curiae Brief of the National Lawyers Guild and ACLU in Mendez v. Westminster (con’t)
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 294943)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu
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PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Amici Curiae Brief of the National Lawyers Guild and ACLU in Mendez v. Westminster (con’t)
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 294943)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu
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PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Amici Curiae Brief of the National Lawyers Guild and ACLU in Mendez v. Westminster (con’t)
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 294943)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu
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PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Amici Curiae Brief of the National Lawyers Guild and ACLU in Mendez v. Westminster (con’t)
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 294943)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu
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PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Judgment and Injunction in Mendez v. Westminster
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 294946)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/judgement-and-injunction

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/judgement-and-injunction
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PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Judgment and Injunction in Mendez v. Westminster (con’t)
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 294946)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/judgement-and-injunction

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/judgement-and-injunction
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PRIMARY SOURCE PACKET (CON’T)

Judgment and Injunction in Mendez v. Westminster (con’t)
National Archives and Records Administration (NAID: 294946)
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/judgement-and-injunction

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/judgement-and-injunction
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PRE-SEMINAR WORKSHEET

SECONDARY SOURCE REVIEW
Review the sources below and write a summary of what you learned from the secondary sources.

“1946: Mendez v. Westminster” 
Library of Congress  
https://guides.loc.gov/latinx-civil-rights/mendez-v-westminster 

“Mendez v. Westminster: Desegregating California’s Schools” 
PBS Learning Media 
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/osi04.soc.ush.civil.mendez/mendez-v-westminster-
desegregating-californias-schools/ 

**On this site, watch the video and read the background essay (linked on the right side of the page).

What is Mendez v. Westminster about in your own words? 

https://guides.loc.gov/latinx-civil-rights/mendez-v-westminster
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/osi04.soc.ush.civil.mendez/mendez-v-westminster-desegregat
https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/osi04.soc.ush.civil.mendez/mendez-v-westminster-desegregat
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PRE-SEMINAR WORKSHEET (CON’T)

PRIMARY SOURCE ANALYSIS
In your small group, analyze the sources and complete the graphic organizer for each primary source.  
This will become the evidence for your seminar discussion.  

Source: Petition Filed by the Parents of the Students 
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/petition-mendez 

Date of the Document:                                 Author:                                                                 

Write a one-sentence summary of this document: 

Key phrases in this document:

Key Phrase Why is this an important or key phrase?

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/petition-mendez


46

PRE-SEMINAR WORKSHEET (CON’T)

PRIMARY SOURCE ANALYSIS
In your small group, analyze the sources and complete the graphic organizer for each primary source.  
This will become the evidence for your seminar discussion.  

Source: Witness Testimony from Westminster School District Superintendent 
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/2-trial-transcript 

Date of the Document:                                 Author:                                                                 

Write a one-sentence summary of this document: 

Key phrases in this document:

Key Phrase Why is this an important or key phrase?

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/2-trial-transcript
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PRE-SEMINAR WORKSHEET (CON’T)

PRIMARY SOURCE ANALYSIS
In your small group, analyze the sources and complete the graphic organizer for each primary source.  
This will become the evidence for your seminar discussion.  

Source: Amici Curiae Brief of the National Lawyers Guild and ACLU 
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu 

Date of the Document:                                 Author:                                                                 

Write a one-sentence summary of this document: 

Key phrases in this document:

Key Phrase Why is this an important or key phrase?

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/brief-nlg-aclu
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PRE-SEMINAR WORKSHEET (CON’T)

PRIMARY SOURCE ANALYSIS
In your small group, analyze the sources and complete the graphic organizer for each primary source.  
This will become the evidence for your seminar discussion.  

Source: Judgment and injunction Ruling that the School Districts Could No Longer Segregate 
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/judgement-and-injunction 

Date of the Document:                                 Author:                                                                 

Write a one-sentence summary of this document: 

Key phrases in this document:

Key Phrase Why is this an important or key phrase?

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/judgement-and-injunction
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PRE-SEMINAR WORKSHEET (CON’T)

3-2-1 Lesson Reflection: Complete this 3-2-1 using the prompts below.  

What are three new facts you learned from the primary and secondary sources?

1. 

2. 

3. 

What are two questions you have related to the court case Mendez v. Westminster?

1. 

2. 

Can you draw a connection between this court case and your experience as a student today?  
With other students’ experiences? If so, please explain.

1. 
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SEMINAR WORKSHEET

A. Before the Seminar Begins

Define the following keywords and phrases:

 › Perspective:                           

 › Rights:                       

 › Fairness:                    

 › Development:                      

 › More Perfect Union:                  

 

B. Pre-Write: In your own words, answer our seminar question: How did the Supreme Court decision in 
Mendez v. Westminster create a more perfect union then and today? Use evidence from your notes to support 
your ideas. Use bullet points to organize your ideas. Try to identify two or three responses for each prompt.

Mendez v. Westminster helped build a  
more perfect union THEN . . .

Mendez v. Westminster helped build a  
more perfect union TODAY . . . 
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SEMINAR WORKSHEET (CON’T)

C. Goal Setting: Everyone will choose a goal for this seminar. Please circle which one you will focus on: 

 › Participating 

 › Paraphrasing skills

 › Citing evidence during a class seminar
 
Explain how you will work toward your goal and/or what this goal looks like during the seminar for you. Be specific.

D. Tracking my Seminar Participation: During the seminar, keep track of your own progress and participation.

Criteria Check When 
Completed Your statement/comment

Offering an on-task comment

Asking a question

Citing evidence from the text

E. Post-Seminar Reflection: What new ideas did you gain?
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SEMINAR WORKSHEET (CON’T)

Goal Reflection: How well did you meet your goal? Provide evidence of how you met or exceeded your 
goal. If you did not, why not? Explain.

Post-Seminar Assessment: In a five-to-seven sentence paragraph, respond to the prompt using at least 
two pieces of evidence (each from a different source). Be sure to address the FULL question. 

How did the Supreme Court decision in Mendez v. Westminster create a more perfect union then and today?
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