
DEVELOPED BY BRENDAN GALLAGHER
Grade Level(s):  9-12
Subject(s):  Science, Social Studies, English / Language Arts
Cemetery Connection: Ardennes American Cemetery 

Netherlands American Cemetery 
Normandy American Cemetery 
North Africa American Cemetery 
Manila American Cemetery

Fallen Hero Connection: Private First Class James H. Vrtatko

Activity: Advancement of Medical Technology 
during World War II

Guiding questions: 
• How has warfare driven the advancement of

medical technology?
• How do medical personnel decide on the best

treatment for wounds sustained during combat?
• How are medics affected by their combat experiences?

http://www.nhd.org/
https://chnm.gmu.edu/
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Overview
These lessons are student-centered activities where stu-
dents will explore medical technological advancements 
made during World War II and the vital role that medics 
played in the application of this technology. Students will 
examine a variety of sources in order to produce an infor-
mational artifact highlighting the importance of several 
medical advancements made during World War II. They will 
also use sources to determine the best method of imple-
menting combat aid for a variety of injuries and will play 
the role of a combat medic to determine the best method 
for wound treatment and triage. Finally, students will gain 
an understanding of the unique perspective that combat 
medics had during their service by generating a news 
story featuring accounts of combat medics.

Historical Context
Throughout history, the exigencies of war have advanced 
medical technology in order to save the lives of combat-
ants. Many medical techniques and interventions that 
we take for granted today were developed and employed during war. As military technol-
ogy advanced, medicine had to advance in order to keep pace with new types of wounds. 
Medical resources developed during this time were utilized to treat a wide variety of combat 
injuries. Medics were the ones who had to employ these resources and often had to make 
very quick decisions and disregard their own safety in order to save lives. Combat medics saw 
the carnage of the war unlike many other soldiers in order to effectively distribute medical 
aid to treat injuries and save lives. Private First Class James Vrtatko, a medic, died as a Prisoner 
of War of the Germans after being captured when his field hospital was overrun outside of 
Bastogne, France. He was later identified and buried at Ardennes American Cemetery, along 
with more than 5,000 of his comrades in arms.

Objectives
At the conclusion of this lesson, students will be able to

• Research and summarize medical technologies developed during World War II in order to
create a poster or brochure; and

“I believe that project-based 
learning provides students 
with the best opportunity 
for knowledge retention 
and application. Placing 

the students in the shoes of 
a medic allows them to be 
actively engaged in both 
scientific and historical 

inquiry, accesses a variety of 
learning styles, and makes 
for an authentic learning 

experience.” 
—Brendan Gallagher

Gallagher teaches at Carroll County Career 
and Technology Center, 
Westminster, Maryland.
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• Apply their scientific knowledge of battlefield wound treatment in order to evaluate how
to best administer aid to soldiers suffering various combat wounds and reflect on how this
experience may impact an individual’s life.

Documents Used ★ indicates an ABMC source

Primary Sources
Army Talks – Combat Medicine, 1944
Department of the Army

Basic Field Manual: First Aid for Soldiers, 1943 
Department of the Army
ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USA/ref/FM/PDFs/FM21-11.PDF

Photograph, Private Roy W. Humphrey of Toledo, Ohio is being given blood plasma after he was 
wounded by shrapnel in Sicily on 8/9/43
National Archives and Records Administration (197268)
research.archives.gov/description/197268

Bernard L. Rice, Recollections of a World War II Combat Medic
Indiana Magazine of History, December 1997
12th Armored Division Museum

Thanks to Penicillin…He Will Come Home, 1944
Schenley Laboratories

That Men Might Live! The Story of the Medical Service – ETO, 1944
World War II Medical Research Centre
med-dept.com/resources/downloads/tmml_booklet.pdf

Veteran’s Testimony: Richard ‘Doc’ Felix, Medical Detachment, D Company, 5th Ranger 
Battalion World War II Medical Research Centre
med-dept.com/veterans-testimonies/veterans-testimony-richard-doc-felix/ 

Veteran’s Testimony: Patsy Passero, Medical Detachment, 3rd Battalion, 505th Parachute 
Infantry Regiment, 82nd Airborne Division
World War II Medical Research Centre
med-dept.com/veterans-testimonies/veterans-testimony-patsy-passero/

ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USA/ref/FM/PDFs/FM21-11.PDF
research.archives.gov/description/197268
med-dept.com/resources/downloads/tmml_booklet.pdf
med-dept.com/veterans-testimonies/veterans-testimony-richard-doc-felix/
med-dept.com/veterans-testimonies/veterans-testimony-patsy-passero/
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Secondary Sources
“Kits of Medical Personnel”
World War II Medical Research Centre
med-dept.com/medical-kits-contents/medical-kits-contents-kits-of-medical-personnel/

Penicillin: Invention of War
HISTORY®, 0:00-2:56
history.com/shows/modern-marvels/videos/penicillin-invention-of-war

Sheila R. Nelson, The Combat Medic during World War II, 2004 
United States Army Sergeant Majors Academy Digital Library 
cgsc.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15040coll2/id/6129

Stories of Pointe du Hoc  ★
American Battle Monuments Commission
abmc.gov/multimedia/videos/stories-pointe-du-hoc

“Use of Contents of First-Aid Kits & Packets”
World War II Medical Research Centre

Materials
Activity One

• Whiteboard/chart paper for each student group

Activity Two
• Poster Analysis Worksheet, National Archives and Records Administration

• Thanks to Penicillin…He Will Come Home poster

• Whiteboard/chart paper

• Teacher computer with internet access

med-dept.com/medical-kits-contents/medical-kits-contents-kits-of-medical-personnel/
history.com/shows/modern-marvels/videos/penicillin-invention-of-war
cgsc.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/ref/collection/p15040coll2/id/6129
abmc.gov/multimedia/videos/stories-pointe-du-hoc


Activity: Advancement of Medical Technology during World War II       4

American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day 

Activity Three
• Student computers with internet access

• Poster board, colored pencils, publishing software

• Medical Advancements of World War II Rubric

Activity Four
• Student computers with internet access

• APPARTS Document Analysis worksheet

• Battle Scenarios for Combat Medics

• Medic Deck

• Battlefield Wound Treatment Worksheet

• Treatment Plan for Combat Injuries

• Timer

• Whiteboard/chart paper

Assessment
• Student computers with internet access

• News Story Rubric

Lesson Preparation
Activity One

• Obtain chart paper or divide sections of a whiteboard for each student group.

Activity Two
• Print one Poster Analysis worksheet per student.

• Print one Thanks to Penicillin … He Will Come Home poster for each student group or access the
image online.

• Cue Penicillin: Invention of War from HISTORY®.

Activity Three
• Gather student materials needed to create brochure, poster, newscast, etc.
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Activity Four
• Make one copy (or make available electronically) enough copies of the Army Talks – Combat

Medicine booklet, That Men Might Live! The Story of the Medical Service – ETO booklet, and The
Combat Medic during World War II essay for each group.

• Print one Treatment Plan for Combat Injuries for each group.

• Print one APPARTS Document Analysis Worksheet and one Battlefield Wounds Treatment
handout for each student.

• Print and cut out five Battle Scenarios so that each group can receive one scenario.

• Print and cut out the cards from the Medic Deck.

Assessment
• Cue the video Stories of Pointe du Hoc at minute 8:40.

• Print one News Story Rubric for each group.

• Gather student materials needed to create news story.

• Preview sample accounts of medics: Richard “Doc” Felix, Patsy Passero, and Bernard L. Rice.

Procedure
Activity One (15 minutes)

• Quick Write: Ask students to use their prior knowledge to identify or predict medical techniques
or interventions used during World War II.

• Use the following questions as a guide for student discussion:

◦ What medical interventions were available during the World War II?

◦ How were wounds treated?

◦ What instruments or facilities were available?

◦ What drugs or medications were available to treat disease?

◦ What technology and surgical techniques were available to physicians?

Activity Two (15-30 minutes)
• Hand out one Poster Analysis Worksheet to each student and divide students into groups of

three to four students each.

• Distribute (on paper or electronically) the Thanks to Penicillin … He Will Come Home poster to
each group of students.
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• Ask students to use the poster to complete the Poster Analysis Worksheet.

◦ Monitor student progress on the completion of the worksheet by asking clarifying ques-
tions and guiding the students to both make predictions and generate questions based on
the poster.

◦ Share analysis, generated questions, and observations with the class.

• Show the video clip Penicillin: Invention of War from HISTORY® and summarize how warfare
drove the invention and production of penicillin as a pharmaceutical drug.

Activity Three (45-60minutes)
• Assign students to design and produce a brochure, poster, newscast, or webpage, with a group

of four that informs and delivers accurate, engaging information to other students about the
medical advancements that were made during World War II.

• Review and demonstrate appropriate internet research strategies to access reliable sources and
research information about four medical technological advancements during this time period.

• Groups will choose four from the following list of possible topics:

◦ penicillin;

◦ blood plasma/transfusion technology;

◦ surgical techniques;

◦ vaccination;

◦ battlefield wound care;

◦ malaria treatment; or

◦ anesthetics.

• Remind students to address the following questions as they explore these medical
advancements:

◦ Where was the country of origin for the technology/advancement? Was there equal access
by both the Allies and the Axis powers?

◦ When was it developed? When was it first used in military application?

◦ What was the science behind the technology? How did it work? What made it different from
or improve upon other technology present at the time?

◦ Why was the technology developed? Specifically for the war? Did it already exist in a differ-
ent application? Was it an accident? Try to find statistics showing the need for that advance-
ment during World War II.
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◦ How did that advancement impact the ultimate outcome of the war? How did it impact
medical practice on the home front?

• The final product should be informative, yet simple to follow. The final product must include:

◦ title or title page;

◦ a clear description of the four medical technological advancements made during World War
II;

◦ high quality images; and

◦ a bibliography containing at least four research sources using appropriate formatting.

Activity Four (90 minutes)
• Divide students into groups of three.

• Distribute (or make accessible online) the Army Talks – Combat Medicine booklet, That Men Might
Live! The Story of the Medical Service – ETO, and The Combat Medic during World War II to each
group of students.

• Use the APPARTS Document Analysis Worksheet to break down each primary source. Groups
should share their findings with each other.

• Analyze the medical tools and supplies available to combat medics by accessing the following
websites:

◦ Kits of Medical Personnel

◦ Use of Contents of First-Aid Kits & Packets

• Complete the Battlefield Wounds Treatment handout by using appropriate internet research
strategies to determine five typical wounds experienced by combat troops throughout the
different theaters of World War II and the methods used to treat and triage those wounds.

◦ Helpful information on treatment can be found in the Basic Field Manual: First Aid for Soldiers.

• Shuffle the five Battle Scenarios to match the size of the class (each group will need one
scenario).

• Have students draw one battle scenario (one per group). Give them two to three minutes to
brainstorm types of injuries specific to that location.

• Give each group shuffled role play cards from the Medic Deck. Students will randomly draw one
card from the deck to determine their role in the scenario – each group will have one medic and
the other members will have various wound cards specific to that scenario (for example, leg
fractures in Operation Market Garden, malaria in Guadalcanal).

• Set timer for 45 seconds for each wounded soldier in the group. Each group’s medic must
complete the Treatment Plan for Combat Injuries for each of his or her group members before
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time runs out. As part of that plan, he or she needs to determine the order in which soldiers 
will be treated. Injured members may not assist, but medic can consult the field manual and 
research on how typical wounds are treated. Any group members not successfully treated 
when the timer goes off, die as a result of their injuries.

• Spot check treatments at the end of the scenario to determine if the correct treatment plan
was implemented for each wounded soldier. If the medic did not treat the soldier in the correct
manner, the injured soldier dies in the scenario.

◦ Rotate roles so that each student has a chance to be the medic.

• Conduct a whole class debrief at the conclusion of the activity.

• Use the following questions to guide your discussion:

◦ How did you feel about the time element of the activity?

◦ Who did you decide to treat first?

◦ Which injuries were similar across battle scenarios?

◦ Which injuries were different across battle scenarios?

◦ After your “training,” were you ready to be a medic?

◦ Were you happy with the medic in your group?

◦ Did friendships complicate anything?

Assessment 
Assessment Activity (30 minutes)

• Display the video clip Stories of Pointe du Hoc starting at 8:40 from ABMC.

• Students will write about the incredible sacrifice that medics made to help the wounded
throughout the war by playing the role of a reporter writing a news story aimed at sharing the
experience of a combat medic.

• Students will produce one of the following story formats focusing on data and research
collected from a variety of different sources:

◦ an informational news article about the day to day life of a combat medic;

◦ a fictional short story from the perspective of a combat medic;

◦ a fictional journal or blog written by a combat medic; or

◦ if available, an interview with an actual combat medic from World War II with the article
focused around that one person.
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• Include the following criteria in the finished product

◦ a two-page article that addresses:

◦ the use of specific medical advances during World War II and

◦ the human element of how a combat medic impacted the lives of individual soldiers on
the ground

◦ an engaging headline or title

◦ at least two high quality images

◦ citation of sources (at least four) used for research using appropriate documentation
protocol

• This assessment can be scored using the News Story Rubric.

Methods for Extension
• Students can use the photograph of a World War II blood transfusion (Private Roy W.

Humphrey….in Sicily on 8/9/43) to conduct a photograph analysis.

• Students can create an original political cartoon that shows the significance of medical
technology in helping the Allies win the war.

• Students can create and use a “real” medical kit with limited supplies (example: use
sugar packets as sulfa powder) for use in a full class mass casualty simulation to deepen
understanding of the triage process and limited resources.

• Students can research their own mock injuries for the full class simulation and use stage
makeup techniques and props to create realistic wounds and injuries.

• Students can research the role of medics in a different war and present their findings on the
similarities and differences to the medics in World War II.
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• The American Battle Monuments Commission maintains U.S. military cemeteries overseas.
These cemeteries are permanent memorials to the fallen, but it is important that students know
the stories of those who rest here. To learn more about the stories of Americans who made the
ultimate sacrifice, visit abmc.gov/education and NHDSilentHeroes.org.

• Teachers can enhance students’ interest in challenges faced by World War II servicemembers by
exploring these related lesson plans:
◦ The Challenges of Deployment: Interactions with Allies in the Pacific
◦ The Red Cross on the Front Line
◦ You’ve Got V-Mail! The Role of Letters and Communication in World War II

Adaptations
• Teachers can be sure students have access to all documents and handouts on a computer so

that students can use online text-to-speech software like Natural Reader as needed.
• Teachers can decrease the number of medical innovations required for groups in activity three

or assign specific innovations to groups depending on ease of access to sources and reading
level of appropriate sources.

• Teachers can provide links to at least one appropriate source for activity three and/or reduce
the number of required sources.

• Teachers can assign heterogeneous groups and assign roles within the group to assist students
with chunking the task.

• Students with limited English proficiency or those with severe challenges with writing may
choose to do a comic strip or graphic novel for activity three.

• Teachers can assign medics for activity four instead of having them randomly selected within
each group.

• Students with slower written communication who serve as medics in the simulation can dictate
their treatment plans to an assistant or other student to write on the chart.

https://abmc.gov/education
http://NHDSilentHeroes.org
https://nhd.org/en/resources/the-challenges-of-deployment-interactions-with-allies-in-the-pacific/
https://nhd.org/en/resources/the-red-cross-on-the-front-line/
https://nhd.org/en/resources/youve-got-v-mail-the-role-of-letters-and-communication-in-world-war-ii/
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Poster Analysis Worksheet
1. What are the main colors used in the poster? ——————————————————————————————————————————

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

2. What symbols (if any) are used in the poster? ——————————————————————————————————————————

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

3. If a symbol is used, is it

a. clear (easy to interpret)?  ————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

b. memorable? —————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

c. dramatic?  ————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

4. Are the messages in the poster primarily visual, verbal, or both?  —————————————————————

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

5. Who do you think is the intended audience for the poster?  ———————————————————————————

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

6. What does the Government hope the audience will do?  ——————————————————————————————

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

7. What Government purpose(s) is served by the poster?  ———————————————————————————————

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

8. The most effective posters use symbols that are unusual, simple, and direct. Is this an 

effective poster?  ———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Designed and developed by the Education Staff, National Archives and Records Administration,Washington, DC 20408
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Medical Advancements of World War II Rubric
CATEGORY Exemplary Accomplished Developing Beginning

Content:
Description 
of Medical 
Advancements

• Very good
description of
the four medical
advancements

• Precise information
selected and
presented with
originality and style

• Good description
of the four medical
advancements

• Accurate and
relevant information

• Well-written and
original descriptions

• Limited description
of the four medical
advancements

• Accurate information
with some relevancy

• Ideas communicated
with some clarity and
original descriptions

• Minimal description
of the four medical
advancements

• Inaccurate and/or
missing information

• Ideas communicated
with difficulty

Content: 
Requirements 
and Questions

• Includes all required
elements as well as
some additional and
unique information

• Addresses all
required questions
and provides new
insight

• Includes all required
elements

• Addresses all
required questions

• Includes most
required elements

• Addresses most
required questions

• Some details are
missing

• Includes some
required elements

• Addresses some
required questions

• Does not include
all information
or content
requirements

Visual Quality:
Appeal and 
Organization

• Finished product
is engaging, highly
organized, and very
high quality

• Purposeful layout
design and
effectively presented

• Finished product
is organized, high
quality and well
presented

• Appropriate layout
design

• Finished product
needs improved
organization
for effective
presentation

• Demonstrates some
evidence of planning

• Finished product is
minimally organized

• Demonstrates little
evidence of planning

Visual Quality:
Graphics

• Graphics enhance the
topic and presented
information

• More than four
relevant graphics
used

• Most graphics are
related to the topic
and support the
information

• Four graphics used

• Graphics somewhat
relate to the topic
and support the
information

• Three graphics used

• Graphics may not
relate to the topic
and/or support the
information

• Two or fewer
graphics used

Conventions • Negligible spelling,
capitalization, or
grammatical errors

• Few spelling,
capitalization, or
grammatical errors

• Some spelling,
capitalization, or
grammatical errors

• Many spelling,
capitalization, or
grammatical errors

Documentation
of Sources

• More than four high
quality sources were
used

• All sources properly
documented

• Four high quality
sources were used

• All sources  properly
documented

• Three high quality
sources were used

• Some source
documentation
is incorrect or
incomplete

• Two or fewer  high
quality sources were
used

• Several source
documentation
is incorrect or
incomplete
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APPARTS

AUTHOR
Who created the source?  What do you know about the author? 

What is the author’s point of view?

PLACE AND TIME
Where and when was the source produced?   

How might this affect the meaning of the source?

PRIOR KNOWLEDGE
Beyond information about the author and the context of its creation,  

what do you know that would help you further understand the primary source? 
For example, do you recognize any symbols and recall what they represented?

AUDIENCE
For whom was the source created and how might this affect the reliability of the source?

REASON
Why was this source produced and how might this affect the reliability of the source?

THE MAIN IDEA
What point is the source trying to convey?

SIGNIFICANCE
Why is the source important?   

Ask yourself, “So what?” in relation to the question asked.
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APPARTS WORKSHEET

Author

Place  
and  

Time

Prior  
Knowledge

Audience

Reason

(The)  
Main  
Idea

Significance
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Battle Scenarios for Combat Medic Simulation

Battle of the Bulge
After D-Day, Allied forces drove through and recaptured most of France by November 1944.  However, 
German forces launched a counterattack in December 1944 that caught the Allies unprepared. This battle 
was fought over the course of several weeks in the bitterly cold winter where Allied troops were inad-
equately supplied with cold weather gear. There were more than 90,000 American casualties (including 
23,000 taken prisoner), making it a tremendously traumatic battle for Allied forces.

Guadalcanal Campaign
Japanese forces were building an air base on the island of Guadalcanal just northeast of the Australian 
continent. The Allied forces wanted to gain a foothold in the region and launched an attack in summer 
of 1942. The United States was inadequately prepared for fighting in the dense tropical rainforest of 
the island and suffered a great deal of casualties over the next several months.

Invasion of Normandy
After months of preparation, the Allied forces crossed the English Channel and launched the D-Day 
invasion of German-occupied France via the coast of Normandy in June 1944.  This invasion gave the 
United States and Britain a foothold on Europe and allowed the drive toward Germany through the fall 
of 1944.  This invasion was unique in that it featured both airborne landings behind enemy lines and an 
amphibious assault of combat forces landing on beaches.

Operation Market Garden
In the fall of 1944, the Allies launched the largest airborne operation of the war, dropping over 
34,000 troops into the Netherlands and Germany to support and cut off the retreat due to advanc-
ing Allied forces.  The goal was to circumvent the northern end of Germany’s defensive and capture 
ports vital to supply troops for the final drive into Germany.  Allied forces experienced stiff German 
resistance and many airborne units had to not only deal with assaults from German defenders, but 
retreating German forces as well.

Tunisia Campaign
This campaign was the result of the invasion of North Africa by Allied forces in order to open up a 
second front against German forces in the region.  The operation featured the heavy use of tanks 
and aircraft across desert terrain and featured Allied troops who were ill prepared for tank combat, 
but won a battle of attrition leading to the surrender of over a quarter of a million German troops.
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Medic Deck for Normandy Invasion

COMBAT MEDIC
CONSCIOUS:

GUNSHOT WOUND TO ARM
UNCONSCIOUS:

GUNSHOT WOUND TO ABDOMEN

CONSCIOUS:
BROKEN ANKLE

CONSCIOUS:
MINE EXPLOSION - LEG ABOVE 

KNEE GONE

CONSCIOUS:
GUNSHOT WOUND TO THROAT

UNCONSCIOUS:
ARTILLERY WOUND TO CHEST – 

ARM MISSING

CONSCIOUS:
HYPOTHERMIA AND SHOCK

CONSCIOUS:
DISLOCATED SHOULDER AND 

BROKEN ARM

Medic Deck for Battle of the Bulge

COMBAT MEDIC
CONSCIOUS:

GUNSHOT WOUND TO ARM

UNCONSCIOUS:
GUNSHOT WOUND 

TO ABDOMEN

CONSCIOUS:
FROSTBITE TO BOTH FEET

CONSCIOUS:
ARTILLERY EXPLOSION - LEG 

ABOVE KNEE GONE

CONSCIOUS:
GUNSHOT WOUND TO THROAT

UNCONSCIOUS:
ARTILLERY WOUND TO CHEST – 

ARM MISSING

CONSCIOUS:
HYPOTHERMIA AND SHOCK

UNCONSCIOUS:
CARBON MONOXIDE 

POISONING
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Medic Deck for Tunisia Campaign

COMBAT MEDIC
CONSCIOUS:

GUNSHOT WOUND TO ARM
UNCONSCIOUS:

GUNSHOT WOUND TO ABDOMEN

CONSCIOUS:
BROKEN ANKLE

UNCONSCIOUS:
AIRCRAFT GUN WOUND – RIGHT 

ARM MISSING

CONSCIOUS:
GUNSHOT WOUND TO THROAT

UNCONSCIOUS:
ARTILLERY WOUND TO CHEST, 

SEVERE BLEEDING

CONSCIOUS:
HEAT EXHAUSTION

CONSCIOUS:
TANK ARTILLERY EXPLOSION – 

BOTH LEGS MISSING

Medic Deck for Operation Market Garden

COMBAT MEDIC
CONSCIOUS:

GUNSHOT WOUND TO ARM
UNCONSCIOUS:

GUNSHOT WOUND TO ABDOMEN

CONSCIOUS:
BROKEN ANKLE

CONSCIOUS:
MINE EXPLOSION – 

LEG BELOW THE KNEE IS GONE

CONSCIOUS:
GUNSHOT WOUND TO THROAT

UNCONSCIOUS:
ARTILLERY WOUND TO CHEST – 

ARM MISSING

CONSCIOUS:
HYPOTHERMIA AND SHOCK

CONSCIOUS:
DISLOCATED SHOULDER AND 

BROKEN ARM
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Medic Deck for Guadalcanal Campaign

COMBAT MEDIC
CONSCIOUS:

GUNSHOT WOUND TO ARM
UNCONSCIOUS:

GUNSHOT WOUND TO ABDOMEN

CONSCIOUS:
MALARIA

CONSCIOUS:
SNAKE BITE

CONSCIOUS:
GUNSHOT WOUND TO THROAT

UNCONSCIOUS:
ARTILLERY WOUND TO CHEST – 

ARM MISSING

CONSCIOUS:
HEAT SHOCK

CONSCIOUS:
BLOODY DIARRHEA
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Battlefield Wound Treatment
Presenting

Wound
Immediate Medical Treatment by Medic

Further Medical Treatment After  
Evacuation

bullet wound to 
upper arm with 

severe bleeding but 
little pain

• Expose entire wound
• Sprinkle sulfa powder to stop bleeding &

prevent infection
• Cover wound with gauze
• Apply direct pressure and raise arm to stop

bleeding
• Apply tourniquet if bleeding does not stop

• Treatment for shock
• Potential amputation of limb
• Penicillin for bacterial infections
• Blood plasma/transfusion
• Potential morphine dose if pain increases
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Treatment Plan for Combat Injuries
Battle Scenario:

Soldier Name Presenting Injury Course of Action
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News Story Rubric
Use this rubric to help you as you write your published account of the life of a combat medic. 
Your editor (teacher) will use this rubric when they read and evaluate your article. 

Newspaper Basics: 15 points

____________________ Headline communicates main idea of story (5)
____________________ Has a byline (name of author) (5)
____________________ Dateline includes date and place (5)

Organization, Style, and Content: 55 points
____________________ Lead catches the reader’s attention and makes the reader want to keep on reading (5)
____________________ First paragraph following the lead gives the most important information: who, 

what, where, when, why, how (10)
____________________ Rest of article gives sufficient and appropriate information, including lots of spe-

cific details (10)
____________________ Includes at least two pertinent quotations (5)
____________________ Relates to the use of specific medical advances during World War II (5)
____________________ Relates to the human element of how a combat medic impacted the lives of indi-

vidual soldiers on the ground (5)
____________________ Includes at least two images (5)
____________________ Is easy to read and understand, and uses appropriate and engaging vocabulary (10)

Format: 30 points
____________________ Is at least two pages long (10)
____________________ Demonstrates correct punctuation: especially no run-on sentences! (7)
____________________ Capitalization is correct: 

beginning of sentences, 
proper nouns (7)

____________________ Spelling is correct (6)

TOTAL: 100 points

Comments:



Activity: Advancement of Medical Technology during World War II | Handouts

 American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day

Thanks to Penicillin…He Will Come Home, 1944
Schenley Laboratories
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Army Talks – Combat Medicine, 1944
Department of the Army
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“That Men Might Live ! The Story of the Medical Service - ETO” 

Foreword  
by Alain S. Batens: 

This booklet, a small format (approximately 10 cm x 13 cm, or 10 ½ cm x 13 ½ cm) pocket version, is one of a series of G.I. Stories of the 
Ground, Air and Service Forces in the European Theater of Operations, issued by the Orientation Branch, Information and Educa-
tion Division, ETOUSA. These handy booklets, cover a particular unit or service branch, and were mostly distributed by the units, around 
the end of WW2 (late 1944-course 1945). They were intended to be taken along, or sent home, by members of that particular unit (passed 
by Army censors). Most stories were printed in France (after its Liberation), while only a few were printed in Germany (during Occupation). 

The booklet is offered here in paper form. The original used in the production of this document was courtesy of Alain S. Batens, and was 
used with his kind permission. Please feel free to use this as a reference source and print it out for personal use.    

For clarity and ease of reading, the booklet has been digitally enhanced and enlarged for the reader’s pleasure. In addition, it has been pro-
duced in such a way that it can be read like the original item, and so cannot be printed and stapled together in its current form.  

Many thanks,  
The WW2 US Medical Research Centre Staff 

That Men Might Live! The Story of the Medical Service – ETO, 1944
World War II Medical Research Centre
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The Combat Medic during World War II, 2004
United States Army Sergeant Majors Academy Digital Library 
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