
DEVELOPED BY AMANDA KORDELISKI
Grade Level(s): 6-8
Subject(s): Social Studies, English/Language Arts
Cemetery Connection:   Cambridge American Cemetery

Normandy American Cemetery
Fallen Hero Connection:  First Lieutenant Homer R. McClure

First Lieutenant Gale Bernard McGowan
First Lieutenant William Simmons

Activity: Bombs and Bomber Boys: The Bombing of 
Britain and the American Friendly Invasion

Guiding questions: 
• What were the roles of the American service members 

stationed in Great Britain prior to the Normandy invasion?

• What impact did the German Vengeance weapons have on 
the civilian population in Great Britain?

http://www.nhd.org/
https://chnm.gmu.edu/
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Overview
Students will investigate the role of American service 
members in Great Britain before the Normandy inva-
sion and the impact the V-1 and V-2 vengeance weap-
ons had upon the British civilians at the close of the 
war. Students will write from the perspective of either a 
British civilian enduring a bombing raid or an American 
pilot conducting a raid.

Historical Context
Between 1942 and 1944 over 1.4 million American service-
men were stationed and trained in Great Britain. These 
servicemen flew bombing missions to continental Europe 
and trained for the eventual invasion at Normandy. Many 
American servicemen lost their lives training for the inva-
sion and flying bombing missions over the continent that 
played a vital role in the eventual Allied victory. American 
service members had to adjust to living in a country rav-
aged by war and facing great shortages of food and mate-
rial goods. Shortly after the Normandy invasion, soldiers and civilians alike faced a new terror: 
the German Vengeance weapons. V-1 flying bombs, followed quickly by V-2 rockets, began 
a new wave of destruction and fear among the British people. As the Air War over Europe 
raged, aircrews operating from bases in England continued to fly missions.  Many, like First 
Lieutenant Homer McClure of the 386th Bomber Group, never returned and are buried or 
memorialized at Cambridge American Cemetery.

Objectives
At the conclusion of this lesson, students will be able to

• Understand the importance of the large number of Americans in Great Britain prior to the
Normandy invasion;

• Describe the destruction in both life and property caused by bombing raids over Great Britain;
and

• Analyze and describe the impact the “friendly invasion” had on British civilians.

“I became fascinated with 
the V-1 flying bombs after 
reading the books Code 

Name Verity and Rose Under 
Fire. As I researched my 

fallen hero and learned the 
details of his death, I also 
became interested in the 

Bomber Boys and the vast 
number of Americans 

stationed in Great Britain in 
the buildup to Normandy.”   

—Amanda Kordeliski

Kordeliski is the librarian at Irving 
Middle School in Norman, Oklahoma.
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Documents Used ★indicates an ABMC source

Primary Source
A Short Guide to Great Britain, 1943
U.S. War and Navy Departments
archive.org/details/AShortGuideToGreatBritian

Secondary Sources
Battle of Britain Online Exhibit
Imperial War Museum
iwm.org.uk/events/battle-of-britain

Cambridge American Cemetery and Memorial Visitor Brochure ★
American Battle Monuments Commission
abmc.gov/sites/default/files/2021-02/Cambridge%20American%20Cemetery%20%
282019%20brochure%29.pdf

Cambridge American Cemetery and Memorial Visitor Book ★
American Battle Monuments Commission
abmc.gov/sites/default/files/2020-12/EN_Cambridge_Booklet_20181120%20%
28Small%29.pdf

“German V-Weapons: Desperate Measures” 
National Museum of the U.S. Air Force
nationalmuseum.af.mil/Visit/Museum-Exhibits/Fact-Sheets/Display/Article/196145/
german-v-weapons-desperate-measures/

Kikuchi, Ian, “The Terrifying German Revenge Weapons of the Second World War” 
Imperial War Museum
iwm.org.uk/history/the-terrifying-german-revenge-weapons-of-the-second-world-war

https://archive.org/details/AShortGuideToGreatBritian
https://www.iwm.org.uk/events/battle-of-britain
https://www.abmc.gov/sites/default/files/2021-02/Cambridge%20American%20Cemetery%20%282019%20brochure%29.pdf
https://www.abmc.gov/sites/default/files/2020-12/EN_Cambridge_Booklet_20181120%20%28Small%29.pdf
https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/the-terrifying-german-revenge-weapons-of-the-second-world-war
https://www.nationalmuseum.af.mil/Visit/Museum-Exhibits/Fact-Sheets/Display/Article/196145/german-v-weapons-desperate-measures/
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Klier, Chester P, “Wednesday, January 26, 1944 - 386th Bomb Group, an Aborted Mission” 
b26.com/historian/chester_klier/aborted_mission.htm 

London Blitz Online Exhibit
Imperial War Museum
iwm.org.uk/history/the-blitz-around-britain

First Lieutenant Homer R. McClure Fallen Hero Profile ★
National History Day
nhdsilentheroes.org/profiles/homer-r-mcclure/

First Lieutenant Gale B. McGowan Fallen Hero Profile ★
National History Day
nhdsilentheroes.org/profiles/gale-bernard-mcgowan/

First Lieutenant William Simmons Fallen Hero Profile ★
National History Day
nhdsilentheroes.org/profiles/william-russell-simmons/

“The Sound of WWII Air Raid Sirens and V1 Flying Bomb” 
BBC News
bbc.com/news/magazine-20407283

Wein, Elizabeth. Rose under Fire. New York: Hyperion, 2013.

Materials
• Teacher computer access

• Student computer access for alternate activity or virtual post-it note site. Free virtual post-it
sites include padlet.com and linoit.com.

• Paper or access to a word processing program for writing assignments

• Coordinate with your librarian to obtain at least one copy of Rose Under Fire (more copies will be
needed if students are reading independently).

http://www.b26.com/historian/chester_klier/aborted_mission.htm
https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/the-blitz-around-britain
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/magazine-20407283
https://nhdsilentheroes.org/profiles/william-russell-simmons/
https://nhdsilentheroes.org/profiles/gale-bernard-mcgowan/
https://nhdsilentheroes.org/profiles/homer-r-mcclure/
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Procedure
Activity One: Air Raids (45 minutes)

• Turn out the lights and play the BBC clip of the air raid siren and V-1 Flying Bomb attack.

• Discuss how it would feel to be a Londoner during an air raid.

◦ What would you worry about first?

◦ What items would you always keep with you in case you lost your home?

◦ How do citizens living in a country at war for years cope with constant bombing?

Activity Two: Fallen Heroes (30 minutes)
• Invite students to explore the Fallen Hero narratives and documents for First Lieutenant Homer

R. McClure, First Lieutenant Gale B. McGowan, and First Lieutenant William Simmons.

• Engage in a class discussion:

◦ Do Americans remember and recognize the sacrifice of servicemen killed before the Normandy
invasion differently than those killed after the June 6, 1944 landings? Why or why not? How can
or should they be honored?

Activity Three: The Ethics of Bombing (45 minutes)
• Read pages 124-129 from Rose Under Fire. This excerpt describes the main character, Rose, an

American POW at Ravensbrück, who realizes she is building V-1 Flying Bombs for the Germans
and refuses to continue her assigned job.

Lesson Preperation
• Turn on computer and load website with link to V-1 attack. Make sure speakers work.

• Gather sticky notes ready to hand out to students or a virtual sticky note website set up for
use.

• For background knowledge on these weapons, read Ian Kikuchi, “The Terrifying German
Revenge Weapons of the Second World War” from the Imperial War Museum or “German
V-Weapons: Desperate Measures” from the National Museum of the U.S. Air Force.

◦ Students can explore the ethics of Allied bombing of German factories where Allied prison-
ers of war are tasked with creating war material.

◦ Students will debate two sides of the argument, one from the perspective of an Allied com-
mander and the other from an Allied POW.
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Assessement
• For this writing assessment, students can choose one of the following prompts:
◦ Imagine you are a Londoner living through the bombings. Write a letter to your American

cousin describing your daily routine and where you go, what you do during a bombing raid.
How have the Americans changed your country? Remember to include historical details.

◦ Write three journal entries of a United States pilot stationed in Britain. You are flying bomb-
ing missions to France and Holland and also training for the Normandy invasion. What is it
like in a different country? How do the American living conditions compare to the British
civilians conditions? What do you do in your free time? Why is your mission important?

•  This assignment can be scored using the Final Project Rubric.

Methods for Extension
• Teachers can use the booklet, A Short Guide to Great Britain, and have students explore the

hardships faced by both American servicemen and British citizens during the Friendly Invasion.
The pamphlets are available in PDF form online or as a booklet from online bookstores.

• Students can research the Slapton Sands incident and investigate American non-combat
casualties in Britain.

• Students can research the V-1 and V-2 Vengeance weapons
• Students can explore the Imperial War Museum online exhibit on the London Blitz and the

Battle of Britain.
• The American Battle Monuments Commission maintains U.S. military cemeteries overseas.

These cemeteries are permanent memorials to the fallen, but it is important that students know
the stories of those who rest here. To learn more about the stories of Americans who made the
ultimate sacrifice, visit abmc.gov/education and NHDSilentHeroes.org.

• Teachers can enhance students’ interest in specific operations of World War II by exploring
these related lesson plans:
◦ A Blitz Through the Ardennes: Using the Battle of the Bulge to Practice Reading and

Analytical Skills
◦ Horror in the Hedgerows: Technology, Tactics, and Teamwork

Adaptations
• Teachers can use the audiobook excerpt of the fictional accounts by Elizabeth Wein, Rose Under

Fire, for English language learners, struggling readers and auditory learners.

https://abmc.gov/education
http://NHDSilentHeroes.org
https://nhd.org/en/resources/a-blitz-through-the-ardennes-using-the-battle-of-the-bulge-to-practice-reading-and-analytical-skills/
https://nhd.org/en/resources/a-blitz-through-the-ardennes-using-the-battle-of-the-bulge-to-practice-reading-and-analytical-skills/
https://nhd.org/en/resources/horror-in-the-hedgerows-technology-tactics-and-teamwork/
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Americans in Britain Final Project Rubric
Category Advanced Proficient Basic Emerging

Historical Accuracy All historical 
information appeared 
to be accurate and in 
chronological order

Almost all historical 
information appeared 
to be accurate and in 
chronological order

Most of the historical 
information was 
accurate and in 
chronological order

Very little of the 
historical information 
was accurate and/or in 
chronological order

Knowledge Gained Can clearly explain 
several ways in 
which his character 
“experienced” a 
bombing raid either 
as a civilian or pilot  
and the importance of 
those events in relation 
to the war.

Can clearly explain 
several ways in 
which his character 
“experienced” a 
bombing raid, either as 
a civilian or pilot event.

Can clearly explain 
one way in which his 
character “experienced” 
a bombing raid, either 
as civilian or pilot.

Cannot explain one 
way in which his 
character “experienced” 
a historical event.

Journal entries/Letter 
can include primary 
source photographs of 
surroundings, aircraft. 
Sources are cited.

Ideas were expressed 
in a clear and 
organized way. Student 
uses a historical 
photograph to 
illustrate the topic.

Ideas were expressed 
in a fairly clear manner 
but organization could 
have been better.

Ideas were somewhat 
organized, but were 
not very clear.

The letter/journal 
seemed to be a 
collection of unrelated 
sentences. It was very 
difficult to figure out 
what the letter was 
about.

American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day
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