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SACRIFICE

Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience
During World War Il: A Living DBQ

Guiding question:

How did Japanese Americans make sacrifices to help the United
States win World War I1?

Grade Level(s): 6-8,9-12
Subject(s): Social Studies, English/Language Arts
Cemetery Connection: Lorraine American Cemetery

Fallen Hero Connection: Private Victor Akimoto
Private First Class John Akimoto
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII 1

Overview

Students will be given a series of document packets con-
cerning the Akimoto family during World War Il. Each of
the four groups of documents deals with a different time
period in the lives of the Akimotos. Once the students
have reviewed the documents, they will act out specific
scenes for the rest of the class. While students are acting
out the scenes, the rest of the class will be completing a
visual graphic organizer.

Historical Context

Most middle school students have a vague understanding
of Japanese internment in the United States during World
War Il. However, the events leading up to Japanese intern-
ment, prior to the bombing of Pearl Harbor, and the role of
Japanese-American soldiers in World War Il help to expand
students’ knowledge of U.S. history and issues related to
World War Il including training camps, shipping out over-
seas, loss of life, and prisoner of war camps.

D 4

Elms teaches at Singapore American School
in Singapore.

Private First Class John Akimoto and Private Victor Akimoto are one of 26 sets of brothers
buried in a special section at Lorraine American Cemetery. These Japanese American brothers
and their families back in the states directly felt the implications of internment.

Objectives

At the conclusion of this lesson, students will be able to

* Explain anti-Asian and anti-Japanese sentiment before Pearl Harbor;

* Discuss the internment of 110,000 Japanese Americans;

* Examine issues related to the military service of 33,000 Japanese Americans; and

* Reflect on how these topics affected an individual family.

American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day
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Documents Used x indicates an ABMC source

Primary Sources

Group One: Anti-Asian Sentiment and Introduction to the Akimotos
Photograph, The Akimoto Family, 1927
Akimoto Family Collection

Photograph, Door of barber shop owned by Andy Hale, in a little desert town of Parker, 15 miles
from where is located the Colorado River Relocation Center..., November 11, 1944
National Archives and Records Administration (210-CC-IN-4)

Photograph, Mary with Students, 1907
Akimoto Family Collection

Photograph, Masanori with Brothers, c. 1906
Akimoto Family Collection

Photograph, Ted and Johnny Akimoto, 1925
Akimoto Family Collection

Photograph, The USS West Virginia and USS Tennessee after the attack on Pearl Harbor,
December 7, 1941
Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum

Photograph, Victor Akimoto by Bank, 1940
Akimoto Family Collection

Political Cartoon, Dr. Seuss, Waiting for the Signal from Home, February 13, 1942 University
of California at San Diego Library
library.ucsd.edu/speccoll/dswenttowar/index.html#ark:bb5222708w

Poster, Chinese Excluded..., 1882
British Columbia Archives
pbs.org/becomingamerican/ap_prog2.html

Poster, Mass Meeting of the Oregon Property Owners’ Protective League, Inc., 1945
Densho
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Group Two: Internment

Granada Pioneer, March 31, 1943
Densho

Letter from Johnny Akimoto to Mary and Masanori Akimoto, April 13,1943
Akimoto Family Collection

Letter from Johnny Akimoto to Ruth and Hideo Kodani, February 19, 1943
Akimoto Family Collection

Letter from Johnny Akimoto to Mary and Masanori Akimoto, February 3, 1943
Akimoto Family Collection

Loyalty Questionnaire, War Relocation Authority, January 1943
Densho

Mary Miki Shiritori Akimoto, Santa Anita Assembly Center Painting, 1942
Akimoto Family Collection

Photograph, Amache District Headquarters, Boy Scouts of America, Granada Relocation Center,
May 10, 1943
National Archives and Records Administration

Photograph, Military Police on Duty in Watch-Tower at Santa Anita Park Assembly Center..., April 6, 1942
National Archives and Records Administration (537019)

Photograph, Arcadia, California. Evacuees of Japanese Ancestry from San Pedro, California,
Arrive by Special Trains for Santa Anita Assembly Center..., April 5, 1942

National Archives and Records Administration (537038)
catalog.archives.gov/id/537038?qg=santa%20anita%20arrive

Poster, Instruction to all Persons of Japanese Ancestry..., May 23, 1942
National Park Service
nps.gov/manz/learn/historyculture/images/Poster.jpg
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Group Three: Military Life and Death

Letter from Major General J.A. Ulio to Masanori Akimoto, August 21, 1944
Department of the Army

Letter from Johnny Akimoto to Mary and Masanori Akimoto, June 21, 1943
Akimoto Family Collection

Letter from Ted Akimoto to Mary and Masanori Akimoto, August 21, 1944
Akimoto Family Collection

Letter from Victor Akimoto to his family, April 29, 1942
Akimoto Family Collection

Photograph, Johnny, Jane, and Ted Akimoto, c. 1943
Akimoto Family Collection

Photograph, Members of the 442nd Regimental Combat Team are seen in the Vosges mountain
range in France, October 1944 *
U.S. Army Signal Corps, American Battle Monuments Commission

Photograph, Sergeant Victor Akimoto and Private Johnny Akimoto, c. 1943
Akimoto Family Collection

Photograph, Two color guards and color bearers of the Japanese-American 442nd Combat Team,
stand at attention, while their citations are read..., November 12, 1944
U.S. Army Signal Corps (SC-196716)

Photograph, Victor on Guard Duty, c. 1943
Akimoto Family Collection
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Group Four: Life of a Prisoner of War (POW)
Comite International de la Croix-Rouge, December 1944
Department of the Army

International Committee of the Red Cross Report, April 17, 1945
Department of the Army

Letter from Major General J.A. Ulio to Mary Akimoto, November 11, 1944
Department of the Army

Letter from Major General J.A. Ulio to Mary Akimoto, April 19, 1945
Department of the Army

Letter from Mary Akimoto to War Department, February 14, 1945
Department of the Army

Missing Report, 1944
Department of the Army

Photograph, Liberated Soldiers at Bad Orb Eating C-Rations, April 2, 1945
US Army Signal Corps (111-SC-231077)

Photograph, Reenacting the liberation of Stalag IX - B, April 2, 1945
U.S. Army Signal Corps (111-SC-339369)

Request for Disposition of Remains, November 24, 1947
Department of the Army

War Department Telegram to Mary Akimoto, May 8, 1945
Department of the Army
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Secondary Sources

Becoming American: Between Two Worlds
PBS
pbs.org/becomingamerican/ap_prog2.html

Eulogy for Private First Class John Akimoto, 2015 *

National History Day
nhdsilentheroes.org/profiles/john-akimoto/

Eulogy for Private Victor Akimoto, 2015 %

National History Day
nhdsilentheroes.org/profiles/victor-akimoto/

Lesson Video, 2015 %

American Battle Monuments Commission
youtube.com/watch?v=44I1Zr3_Vrls

When the Akimotos Went to War, 2015 %

American Battle Monuments Commission
abmc.gov/learning-resources/publications/when-akimotos-went-war

American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day
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Materials

Four source packets of primary and secondary resources

©  Group One: Anti-Asian Sentiment and Introduction to the Akimotos
© Group Two: Internment

©  Group Three: Military Life and Death

©  Group Four: Life of a Prisoner of War (POW)

Journals or online notebook

Large, plain white paper to be used as the graphic organizer

Assessment Writing Rubric

Lesson Preparation

Teachers are encouraged to read the book, When the Akimotos Went to War. A free copy of the
book can be downloaded at abmc.gov/learning-resources/publications/when-akimotos-
went-war.

Print one copy of each of the source packets (consider laminating for future use):
©  Group One: Anti-Asian Sentiment and Akimoto Family

© GroupTwo: Japanese-American Internment

©  Group Three: Military Life and Death

©  Group Four: Life of a Prisoner of War (POW)

Have students create a Graphic Organizer of Events (a large sheet of white paper folded into four
quadrants marked as Section One, Section Two, Section Three, and Section Four) to track the story.

Procedure

Activity One: Sponge Activity (15 minutes)

Teacher Tip: Depending on the level of knowledge of the students, the teacher may want to
play one or both of the video clips by Aleksi Solorio or the New York Times to introduce the topic
of Japanese-American soldiers of World War Il.

Ask students to respond to the following question in a student journal or notebook:

©  After Pearl Harbor was bombed on December 7, 1941, President Roosevelt issued Executive
Order 9066 in January 1942. The order forced 110,000 Japanese Americans, many of them
citizens of the United States, to leave their homes in California, Oregon, and Washington

American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day


https://www.abmc.gov/learning-resources/publications/when-akimotos-went-war

Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII 8

State and move into internment camps surrounded by barbed wire and guarded with
machine guns. If you were an eligible Japanese-American male, living in an internment

camp during World War I, would you enlist in the United States Army? Why or why not?

Activity Two: Document Analysis and Presentation (60 minutes)

Explain to the students that they will be assigned to one of four groups. Teachers may want to
have a balance of male and female students in each group. Each group will be given a series of
primary and secondary sources to examine.

Ask students to read through the documents and work as a team to interpret and discuss the
various items.

Ask students to prepare a creative skit or dramatic reenactment of their evidence. Each
piece of information as well as each student should be used in the group presentation. Each
presentation should last two to three minutes.

Circulate the room and help the students interpret the evidence, provide support for historical
guestions, and advice or ideas for acting out the skit.

Distribute a piece of paper to create the Graphic Organizer of Events to each student. Ask each
student to construct their organizer (fold to create four equal quadrants, label as sections one
through four) and start by making a quick sketch/description of their part of the story.

© Teacher Tip: Remind the students that they are reenacting events that directly affected the
real lives of specific individuals and families. Their behavior and attitude should be respectful.

Ask each group to present their skit or dramatic reenactment to the class. Provide time after
each skit for the students to draw and write.

© Teacher Note: It is very important to recap the scene and clear up any confusion,
misconcep-tions, or questions for the entire group.

Activity Three: Reflection (15 minutes)

Watch the eulogy for Johnny Akimoto or Victor Akimoto presented at the Lorraine American Cemetery.
Watch the video about the Akimoto story filmed on location at the Lorraine American Cemetery.

Engage students in discussion as to what they have learned and what questions still remain.
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Adaptations

* After the presentations, have the students respond to the following questions in their reflection
journals or notebooks:

©  Considering what you now know about Victor and Johnny Akimoto, if you were an eligible
Japanese-American male, living in an internment camp during World War I, would you
enlist in the United States Army? Why or why not?

© @Given these circumstances, are there other perspectives on the issue of enlistment for
Japanese Americans during World War I1? Discuss one or more perspectives.

© (Cite evidence from the performances to support your response.
¢ Teacher can assess student responses using the Writing Assessment Rubric.

Methods for Extension

* More advanced students may want to investigate the resources provided in the bibliography of the
book to gain more insight into this time period and these events.

* The American Battle Monuments Commission maintains U.S. military cemeteries overseas.
These cemeteries are permanent memorials to the fallen, but it is important that students know the
stories of those who rest here. To learn more about the stories of Americans who made the ultimate
sacrifice, visit abmc.gov/education and NHDSilentHeroes.orqg.

* Teachers can enhance students’interest in World War Il on the homefront by exploring these
related lesson plans:

©  Decisions in Postwar America: Remembrance of our Nation’s Fallen Heroes

© Industry’s Role in the Strategic Bombing Campaign

© Race and Tragedy on the Homefront: The Forgotten Port Chicago Disaster

© Sacrifice, Loss, and Honor: A Simulation of the Homefront in World War I

Adaptations

* Asupport teacher could read aloud the captions and content of the letters when necessary.
¢ Teachers can orally record a written document so students can play back and repeat as needed.
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Writing Assessment Rubric

Advanced Proficient Basic Emerging
Cites evidence from Cites evidence from at | Cites evidence from Cites evidence from
all four groups of least three groups of | at least two groups of | only one group of
documents documents documents documents
Well-developed Well-developed .
. Response is standard, .
response that response that consid- | . " Basic response that
. . included minimal AR
considers multiple ers at least two is limited to one
. : reference to more than .
perspectives on the perspectives on the X perspective
: . : . one perspective
issue of internment issue of internment
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Group One: Anti-Asian Sentiment and Introduction to the Akimotos

Primary Sources:
Photograph, Japs Keep Out You Rats, November 11, 1944

Poster, Mass Meeting of the Oregon Property Owners’ Protective League, Inc., 1945
Political Cartoon, Waiting for the Signal from Home

Photograph, Masanori with Brothers, c. 1906

Photograph, Ted and Johnny Akimoto, 1925

Photograph, Mary with Students, 1907

Photograph, The Akimoto Family, 1927

Photograph, Victor by Bank

Photograph, The USS West Virginia and USS Tennessee after the attack on Pearl Harbor,
December 7, 1941

Chinese Exclusion Act, 1882

Secondary Sources:
Excerpt, Matthew Elms, When the Akimotos Went to War
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Group One Task Card

You will have 30 minutes to prepare a two to three minute skit that includes all of your group
members. The skit will:
1. Introduce anti-Asian racism in America between 1880 and 1945. You should include quotes,

posters, cartoons, etc.

2. Introduce Akimoto family members including Masanori (Father), Mary (Mother), Victor (Son),
Johnny (Son), and Ted (Son) as they struggle to deal with anti-Asian sentiment.

American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day



Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 1

Photograph, Japs Keep Out You Rats, November 11, 1944
Densho and the National Archives and Records Administration (210-CC-IN-4)

Door of barber shop owned by Any Hale, in a little desert tow of Parker, 15 miles from where the Colorado River
Relocation Center was located. Evacuees from the center, who cannot leave its confines without a pass, are discour-
aged from shopping in Parker, by WRA officials, Parker, Arizona, November 11, 1944
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Poster, Mass Meeting of the Oregon Property Owners’ Protective League, Inc., 1945
Densho

| How Will We Rid The
Coast of the Japs?

Get the answer to this problem that vitally affects
you and -every Oregon resident at the patriotic

MASS Fee

1 8:00P. M. Tuesday, Mar. 13

- UNION HIGH SCHOOL

GRESHAM, OREGON

'\I ilin |] nnl} wha in l d i

| 1. Rep. Warren Exwin s
: 2. Dale Bergh i’iﬂ".‘.ﬁ:lr: '::.f:. f.l‘ﬁi" ‘"u"*;? s*’,'l " .w
3. Geo. H. Crandell fisisssicii:

from the American Legion post at Hood River, whose anti-
L pﬂ esme Jap fight has attained national prominence,

MEETING STARTS PROMPTLY. BE THERE EARLY T0 GET A SEATI

| 5100 WORTH OF DOOR PRIZES GIVEN AWAY
| Oregon Proper;;ha:;rlt::;}: \i’:(;}:?;;;ve League, Inc. §

Advertisement for a meeting held by the Oregon Property Owners’ Protective League, Inc., 1945
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Political Cartoon, Waiting for the Signal from Home
University of California at San Diego Library

Waiting fer the Signal Frem Home . ..

I Sewig

The “Honorable 5th Column”refers to an undercover Japanese spy organization. The Japanese Americans are depicted
with racially stereotypical hats, round glasses, and slanted eyes. Dr. Seuss editorial cartoon, February 13, 1942
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Photograph, Masanori with Brothers, c. 1906

Akimoto Family Collection

o 1906
Lo e Srp oy, DIEIVN RENX By AHaamets

Masanori Akimoto (middle) with brothers. c. 1906
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Photograph, Ted and Johnny Akimoto, 1925

Akimoto Family Collection

Ted and Johnny Akimoto, Idaho, 1925

American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day



Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 1

Photograph, Mary with Students, 1907

Akimoto Family Collection

Mary “Miki” Shiratori with her first pupils prior to her marriage to Masanori Akimoto, c. 1907.
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Excerpt, When the Akimotos Went to War

As Victor grappled with the ways of the U.S. Army, his family struggled with new obstacles
placed in their path. In Los Angeles, California on Dayton Street, the Akimotos opened their
home to another Japanese American family. The parents had been fired from their jobs due to
their Japanese ancestry. One day after Victor wrote to his family, on February 19, 1942, President
Franklin Delano Roosevelt issued Executive Order 9066. This powerful executive order changed
the lives of hundreds of thousands of Japanese Americans living along the west coast of America.
Within weeks, the isolation and forced incarceration of Japanese Americans would reveal long
held prejudice against Asian Americans. Even Theodor Geisel, better known as Dr. Seuss, used his
artistic skills to portray Japanese Americans as traitors wearing stereotypical bowler hats, round
eyeglasses, and leering through slanted eyes.
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Photograph, The Akimoto Family, 19217

Akimoto Family Collection

VICToR PED  Fic? MR oy, 19 Moo el

Akimoto family in Idaho, c. 1927
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Photograph, Victor by Bank
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Photograph, The USS West Virginia and USS Tennessee after the attack on Pearl
Harbor, December 7, 1941

Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum
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Chinese Exclusion Act, 1882
British Columbia Archives (PDP03732)

HIP! HURRAR!
ACHNESE EXCLUDED

bemocrate Chinese: Exclosion il

Has Besn Bigned by

{ DEMOGRATIC PRESIDENT

- Hip! Hurrah! The White Man is on Top.
Let every DEMOCRAT and all other GOOD Oit-
imens turn out and Ratify this
DEMOCRATIC MEASURE

S -

HORTON HOUSE PLAZA

This Wadneaday Evening at 8 O'alook.

'l'o-N‘lght

" Bpeeches will be made by Leading Demo-
oratio 'ﬂ'.l'ltg

~COME OUT AND RATIFY:

Come Everybody!

NO MORE CHINESE!

By Order of
~ Democratic Gou Committeg.

I Knguetans & P g 8 P &

Reaction to the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882
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Group Two: Japanese-American Internment

Primary Sources:
Mary Miki Shiritori Akimoto, Santa Anita Assembly Center Painting, 1942

Photograph, Arcadia, California. Evacuees of Japanese Ancestry from San Pedro, California,
Arrive by Special Trains for Santa Anita Assembly Center..., April 5, 1942

Granada Pioneer, March 31, 1943

Photograph, Amache District Headquarters, Boy Scouts of America, Granada Relocation Center,
May 10, 1943

Loyalty Questionnaire, War Relocation Authority, January 1943
Poster, Instruction to all Persons of Japanese Ancestry..., May 23, 1942
Letter from Johnny Akimoto to Mary and Masanori Akimoto, April 13, 1943

Photograph, Military Police on Duty in Watch-Tower at Santa Anita Park Assembly Center..., April
6, 1942

Letter from Johnny Akimoto to Ruth and Hideo Kodani, February 19, 1943

Letter from Johnny Akimoto to Mary and Masanori Akimoto, February 3, 1943

Secondary Sources:
Excerpt, Matthew Elms, When the Akimotos Went to War
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Group Two Task Card

You will have 30 minutes to prepare a two to three minute skit that includes all of your group
members. The skit will:

1. Introduce Executive Order 9066
2. Internment process from homes, to assembly centers, to permanent camps

3. Introduce the Loyalty Questionnaire
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Mary Miki Shiritori Akimoto, Santa Anita Assembly Center Painting, 1942

Akimoto Family Collection

Watercolor of the Santa Anita Racetrack Assembly Center painted by Mary “Miki” Akimoto. Notice the guard towers
with machine guns pointed toward the internment barracks. The small fort and post office fly the American flag out-
side the fence. The San Gabriel Mountains are portrayed in the background, 1942.
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Photograph, Arcadia, California. Evacuees of Japanese Ancestry from San Pedro,

California, Arrive by Special Trains for Santa Anita Assembly Center..., April 5, 1942
National Archives and Records Administration (537038)
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Granada Pioneer, March 31, 1943

Densho

Article announcing the induction of Johnny Akimoto out of the Amache Internment Camp in Granada, Colorado.

Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 2

an. I, Nga 52

Amache, Colorado.

March 31, 1943

WRA TO GIVE
ASSISTANCE'

Transportation and ini-
tial 1living expenses for
evacuees who leave theproj

_eot on indefinite leaves
and who need financial as=
sistanoe may nowbe péid by
the WRA, according to word
received by Project Director
James G Lindley yesterdey.

WRAwill make cash grants

at the #%time an evacuee
leaves the’' centwr. The max-
imum grent includes coach
fare for each memberof the
irmediate family; $3 per
person  for meals for each
dey of travel; ard initial
living expsnsos abt the place
of emr-layment, $50 for wege
surn2r, plus $25 each for
twe dependents.
E intersatod evacueos must
obtain indefinité leaves
from  Lemwe Officer Willis
Herson  before applying at
the office of John G Moore,
puhlic welfare oounselor,

. for the cash grants.

If a cosh-on-hend wnd
eash incame statement which
is reguipsd shows insuffi-
oitrit fundsto cover trans=
portntion costsand initial
living expenses, Director
Lindley will issue a ocash
grant for the differemco.

If all the members of a
family do not leave togeth=-
ar, only that part of the
grent allowanoe which the
worker needs willbe isaued

" at that time, ond the re=-

moinder whenthe dependents
leave.

. GRANT PAYMENTS

MADE BY WEILER
Cash poyments for publie
assistance grants will be
made oriy -betwoenthe hours
of 1 and 4 p.m. by Herbert
. Weiler, agent~cashier, room
10, north administration
tuilding, offective March
27, according to T. Read
Hanson, fiscal accountgnty

INDUCTION TO E

-:‘If’lM{)'p AND YASUDA W’E[

IEGIN

RERQRT TO DENVER AFRIL 6

Inductionof the combet team volunteers in this' cen-
tor will begin April & andwill continue until the 28th,
woeordingta a Var department release received by Local
Seleetive Service Bonrd Nos 35 at Lemar yesterday.

John Akimoto and Joe R. Yasuda are the first two
Amache men to receive orders to report for. inductions

____;___‘:1\ lE"l}?"l:::::

-+ TODAY

7100 pem.--Movies, 12F meds
hall.

7130 pim. ==Senior high play,
Terry hall.

T130 p.m.==Novies, 12H mess
holle

7130 peme==Japanese record
‘hour, TE mess hall.
TQMORROW

7100 pome=-Movies, 11H mess
hells. .

7130p.m.==Senior high plny,
Terry halls

7130 pane==Movies, 11K mess
halle
FRIDAY

7100 pams==Movies, new pic=-
ture, SH mess hall.

7130 pime--Movies, "Gunga

" Din,™ 9L mess halls

7150 pam.==Senior high play,
Terry hedle

COUNCIL MAKES

REPLAGEMENT

Akira Inaba, of Blook
BE, Distriot 1, and Toshio
8akai, of Bloock 10E, Dis-
trioct 4, were elected to
the Exeputive oommittee of
the wvounci]l Mondey morning.
They replaced Tosh Ninomiya,
who is leaving shortlv for
Denver, and Masro Saotow,
who recently resigned.

Shig Hashii, of Block
12H, Distriot 5, was elec=
ted wioe ' chairman of the
committee, aond will serve
as a temporary ochairman
until the roturnof xe.tuuki
Ikis

George Matsushite, newly
elected block representa-
tive of Block BE, replaced
Goorge Dote, who left for
Denver. recently.

* They must te in Eenmr on

April G.

The Lemcr boerd reports
that induotion orders will
be mailed to the veclunteers
as soon as their respec-
tive pnpers srrive from
Wrshington end from the
board at which they regis=
tered.

Pepers heve errived for
the following persons, who
will receive their induc=
tion orders very shortly:

Kiyo Doiuchi, Peter S.
Masuoka, Xezumi Kejioka,
Yuki #Akaki, George G. ~Te=
niami, Tom Uyeda, A. Shin
Sekamoto, -Calvin T. Saito,
Sem M. Takehashi, George
Ys BShiine, Herry T. Huwa-
hara.

George S. Takedhi, Ben
Sasaki, Yoshiro Befu, Mitsu=
me Yokohari, John K. Yoma=
moto, Robert Kas hiwogi,
Ichire Keto, Masao Kawamoto,
George Keshiwagl, Jeak
Mametsuka, Shogi: Oniki.

Hostel Head
Visits Center

Ralph Smeltzer, direo-
tor of the Church of the
Brethrsn Relooaticn Hostel
for Japenese 1in Chiengo,
1éft tho center this morn-
ing after o’ two=day vislt
here.

After meeting with the
blook menegers yesterday
morning, he spentthe cfter-
noon interviewing eapeli-
ocents interested in the
hostel, whioch provides owme-
uees with o place to live
while seoking positions.
The evocuees nre nsked to
pay o doller e dayfor room
oontinued on pcge 8

Granada Pioneer, March 31, 1943
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Photograph, Amache District Headquarters, Boy Scouts of America, Granada Relo-
cation Center, May 10, 1943

National Archives and Records Administration
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 2

Loyalty Questionnaire, War Relocation Authority, January 1943
Densho

Excerpt from the Loyalty Questionnaire created by the War Relocation Authority, January 1943
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 2

Poster, Instruction to all Persons of Japanese Ancestry..., May 23, 1942
National Park Service

£ - "
WESTERN DEFENSE COMMAND AND FOURTH ARMY i
WARTIME CIVIL CONTROL ADMINISTRATION
Presidic of San Francisco, California
May 23, 1942

- INSTRUCTIONS
TO ALL PERSONS OF

JAPANESE

o -
Living in the Following Area:
ATL of dhat partion of the Coaniy of Santa Clara, Sinin of Califoenia, Fring goerally oerih and el of the fillwing
bswniars: Beginisg w e gedni 0w ihe Sania Craz-fanis Clars Coenty lne, dus west of & line deawn Soroagh (he peak of
Loma Prista; et dare et ki sk e fhavagh sod prak te it Imerssctian with Lhgas Ceeek: theace doswssinmm.
whong waid ereak gaward Mudeoiie o (he pobal where I s cresesd By Llapss Avenos; thoane aorthossterly sn Llagus Avesao
ba L8, Highway Ne. 101 thener sortberly an sl Highoar o, 100 ge Cochiean Hoad| iheace nerthrasiorly oo Cachrmn Resd
s jmnctien widh Sicdley Baad: themr sasbecly oo Sloeles Boad te Madrose Spings | thenes alsng s Hec projected due sast

fram ¥lzd Spriage de ils B ipm with the Samls Clare-Sleishin Comty live] tagether with all porilens of Sants
Chiira Coanty net previcusly cavered by Exclusion {eders of fhis Headquariers

Parsaaut o the e wions of (aviliom Exchiston Onder No. 9, this |1|s=al]||_“rtm, alaged l.[ly 2, 1942, III
ome ol mn-m.-n.nery,bnlJ:uhmmdmahm.mﬂheﬂumuﬂfmﬁlhﬁmuﬂ]#ﬂo&nhm
P W, T, = uh].n By 30, 1042,

Na Jnm Frmn will ke r-eruilt.rﬂ 1o mive imtio, oF sat of, the above area after 12 o'dlock noem, P. 'W. T
Sarurday, _'hl,;_r b L W T T T uhl.l.in.ing r-t.-n-inl niieebon from he rqlrmn.lnl.h'c aof the '[hmnl.nd'm!; e -
el Northerm California Secior, at the Chvil Conteol Station keated at

Men's Grtlnn.ﬁiu.u],
Sam Jose State Cal
4th and Sam Carbos Streets,
Zan Jose, CnEifneni,
Such permits will only be granted for the purpess of wnkting members of & fomily, or in cases of grave smengency.

The Civil Contral Statbon is equipped 1o sssiet the Japancse population affected by this evacuation in the fol-
lowing ways:

1. Give pdvice and instructions on the eveoation

1 Provide services with 'nup-ect o the mlnu.g;um-mt. leuamg. =ale, ntunbe-ur ather rl:.q)nl.n:u- of most kinds

property. sueh as real esinte, a l.nr! | nundi. mtomohiles and
'."I.rmnrh
3 Provide teanp il lsewheere for all ] m family grog

4, Tr-auﬁpmpmmamdiImwmtﬂdemﬁewlwwmmmﬁuﬂ
The Following Instructions Must Be Observed:
L A sospomsible mombor of sach famiky, preferalily the bead of the Tamily, or the person in whose name most of
the property is helil, and cach Lndmdu.ﬂ-l:rmg alome, will rupert to the Civil Control Station to receive further
instructions This must be dome hetween B0 A, M. and 500 P 5. on Sunday, May 24, 192, or hetween 800 A, M.
and Sod B AL om Manday, May 25, 10432,
2 Inmmﬂmmtmmwﬂhﬂumundr]‘mﬂuwfﬂrtl‘w .*.'IIHTLh['I. l"mh‘r,ﬂncfnﬂw]ug}wpeﬁr; - 5|
(a) ﬂoﬁhgmdbmtmmdm]fmmmmhﬂﬁmhmih‘
(b} Tailet artices far cack member of the family;
() Extra clothing for each meember of the tamily;
() Eeeential personal effects for ench member of the Gamily.
A fiems cvrried will bee s pﬂqﬂ.hﬂduﬂ ':l.lu'k.odwiﬂ:.ll:e‘l.lmﬂﬂ mm‘_w
hmﬁmmhmmrmmlzmnlhﬂwﬂm.ml Santion. The size and E-#h *,h.
_{m!} which can be Ihunﬁmlhlln_ln-ﬂym 5

B 03 nﬂ-uﬂmm-hﬂmuﬂhmwmhmmmﬁ.
Hi 'l'l:c!‘mmi Gfmunm:ﬂtlhmghuugcuﬁwhﬂp
ﬂkmmlmltlllbumehﬂ such g
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 2

Letter from Johnny Akimoto to Mary and Masanori Akimoto, April 13, 1943

Akimoto Family Collection
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Transcription
April 13,1943

Dear Mom & Pop,
I'm leaving for the army tomorrow morning.

I talked with Mr. Findley and he said it would
be alright for you to come to camp [Amache.]
Margaret has to make direct application to this
camp if she wants to come in. Tell her to wire
right away if she wants to come in. They won't
take anybody if they can help in.

Not much to write about. Will write later after |
have been stationed.

Always,

Johnny

Letter from Johnny Akimoto to Mary and Masanori Akimoto, April 13, 1943
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 2

Photograph, Military Police on Duty in Watch-Tower at Santa Anita Park Assembly

Center..., April 6, 1942
National Archives and Records Administration (537019)
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 2

Excerpt, When the Akimotos Went to War

In Washington, D.C., despite the lack of evidence of Japanese American traitors, President Franklin
Delano Roosevelt made his most controversial decision during his nearly four full terms in office.
He issued Executive Order 9066 on February 19, 1942, sealing the fate of nearly 120,000 Japanese
Americans. In the weeks and months that followed, Japanese Americans along the West coast of
the United States were rounded up and put into internment camps. While Victor trained with the
U.S. Army to defend America, that same U.S. Army put his family under armed guard.

Thousands of Japanese Americans, faced with threats of bayonets and machine guns, sold their
homes. Victor’s family unloaded their home, as well as household furnishings and family heir-
looms, at cut-rate prices. As his family departed their home, eagerly awaiting profiteers snapped
up theriches left behind. Items such as cameras, shortwave radios, and ceremonial Japanese
swords were forbidden in the assembly and internment camps. These articles were discarded or
sold for pennies on the dollar.
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 2

Letter from Johnny Akimoto to Ruth and Hideo Kodani, February 19, 1943

Akimoto Family Collection

Transcription
Dear Ruth & Hideo,

Well, | guess
I might as well
gettothepoint.|
joinedthe army.|
done a lot of think-
ing about it before
Isigned sodon't
think I done it on the
spur of the moment.

You know I never did like any part of farming and about getting jobs in defense plants are a
bunch of baloney. | didn’t want to be a farm laborer, and don’t want to stay in camp so | signed up.

Another thing, on our registration we got a couple of questions concerning our loyalty &
willingness to fight for America. Well, to those two questions, 3 to 1 nusus put no to that question.
Well, that would take away all our rights & stuff. Well them dumb guys just make things tough for
everybody else. Don’t think I'm patriotic or stuff but I'm just looking out for myself. We'll be going
the 15 of next month.

Ask Ned if he wants my clothes or what. Only thing he probably could wear would be my
shirts. | was thinking of leaving them with my friends or something.

How is everything down in Idaho? How is the PH situation coming along? Has mom gone
to Arizona yet?

The weather down here is well. Haven't seen any snow since | hit camp. For the last 2
weeks, it's been just like L.A. weather. The food is good and bad. We have roast pork or beef at
least once a week. The barracks are a lot better than Santa Anita but spread out to far.

Well, not much more to write about so I'll sign off. Be seeing you. (I hope)

Just Johnny
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 2

Letter from Johnny Akimoto to Mary and Masanori Akimoto, February 3, 1943

Akimoto Family Collection

Transcription: s 5V
Dear Mom & Dad, e e
Arrived in camp monday [sic] night. e | 14 ,/ e F
Everything is pretty good out here. Its e I (B il '
[sic] not like Santa Anita though. SR AT S
I'm staying with loshi Mori & Yammy in " 2 e

a barracks. g Aol

The floor is brick & the inside is like our |

bunkhouse, lined with seltex.*

There’s a coal stove in every barrack
and they furnish all the coal. It sure is nice & warm in the room.

I've seen Watada san already & he sends his regards.
So far the food is pretty good. Haven't seen everybody yet cause the camp is pretty well spread out.
Nothing more to write so I'll sign off. Say hi to Dot & Vic.
Just Johnny
Address: 6F — 3F
Amache Branch
Lamar, Colorado

*Seltex — a thin-coated paper product used to cover the outside or inside of wall to keep dust, dirt, and wind out of the
internment camp barrack building.
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 3

Military Life and Death

Primary Sources:

Letter from Victor Akimoto to his family, April 29, 1942
Akimoto Family Collection

Photograph, Members of the 442nd Regimental Combat Team are seen in the Vosges mountain
range in France, October 1944
U.S. Army Signal Corps, American Battle Monuments Commission

Photograph, Two color guards and color bearers of the Japanese-American 442nd Combat Team,
stand at attention, while their citations are read..., November 12, 1944

U.S. Army Signal Corps (SC-196716)

Photograph, Sergeant Victor Akimoto and Private Johnny Akimoto, c. 1943
Akimoto Family Collection

Photograph, Johnny, Jane, and Ted Akimoto, c. 1943
Akimoto Family Collection

Photograph, Victor on Guard Duty, c. 1943
Akimoto Family Collection

Letter from Major General J.A. Ulio to Masanori Akimoto, August 21, 1944
Department of the Army

Letter from Ted Akimoto to Mary and Masanori Akimoto, August 21, 1944
Akimoto Family Collection

Letter from Johnny Akimoto to Mary and Masanori Akimoto, June 21, 1943
Akimoto Family Collection

Secondary Sources:
Excerpts, Matthew Elms, When the Akimotos Went to War
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 3

Group Three Task Card

You will have 30 minutes to prepare a two to three minute skit that includes all of your group
members. The skit will:

1. Re-enact the demotion of Victor
2. Accurately present the death of Johnny in Italy

3. Present the Battle of the Lost Battalion in France
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 3

Letter from Victor Akimoto to his family, April 29, 1942

Akimoto Family Collection
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Dear Family, TN-T Y e ST ilid
g / htienn, &
./f 7 i ) Pt <. P v ad,_ N
Just received your letter today f;: e S I
d f ] ” f % e e A =7 ol ; e T xhl?’ PR L
and sure am sorry for causing all o ot e Codiy SR L v
. . e Loy o, s .;.1_,,,Murﬁ°ﬂ\_';:‘_{f P Y | By gwﬁ; 7
you to worry over me. Everything is

fine out here so please don't worry as

the only way | could ever suffer any serious casualty out here in these wild hills of Wyoming is by
overeating. In fact the way things are shaping out there in Calif. It the other way around and...I'm
worried about how you folks are going to get along.

As for my hand, it is just about healed now and by the end of this week | should be ready for duty
again. It sure will feel good to start working again for it sure gets tiresome laying around the bar-
racks as I've been doing for about a month now and the way I've been eating | think this month
instead of the government paying me, | should pay them.

Vic.

P.S. You have to excuse the writing as three of my fingers are still bandaged and its [sic] just awk-
ward trying to write.

American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day



Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 3

Excerpt, When the Akimotos Went to War

As fall became winter in central Europe, the world braced for the final European battles of World
War Il. By the time the 442" Regimental Combat Team arrived at France’s Vosges Mountains, the
fighting was frantic. Adolf Hitler had ordered his troops to fight to the last man to defend Germany
from the Allied advance. Victor's company would be fighting in mountain terrain, much trickier
than the flat plains of Italy. Here, they had to contend with trees, rocks, fog, and rain, as well as a
highly trained, professional German Army fighting to defend its homeland.

The 442" Regimental Combat Team was ordered to rescue the 141 Infantry Regiment, composed
of members mostly from Texas. Allied bombers air-dropped supplies to the surviving 275 Texans.
But the weather conditions were so poor that most of the supplies fell into German hands. Artillery
shells stuffed with emergency supplies, aimed at the entrenched Americans, fell into enemy hands
as well.

The 442" Regimental Combat Team battled for five days before finally breaking through the
German defenses. On October 30, 230 men of the 141 Infantry Regiment came out alive. The
442 suffered over 800 casualties, deaths and injuries combined. More Japanese-American sol-
diers sacrificed and lost their lives in what became known as the Battle of the Lost Battalion than
soldiers of the 141 Infantry Regiment were saved.
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 3

Photograph, Members of the 442nd Regimental Combat Team are seen in the
Vosges mountain range in France, October 1944

U.S. Army Signal Corps, American Battle Monuments Commission
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 3

Photograph, Two color guards and color bearers of the Japanese-American 442nd Com-

bat Team, stand at attention, while their citations are read.. ., November 12, 1944
U.S. Army Signal Corps (SC-196716)

)
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 3

Photograph, Sergeant Victor Akimoto and Private Johnny Akimoto, c. 1943

Akimoto Family Collection

Sergeant Victor Akimoto (left) and Private Johnny Akimoto (right) at Camp Shelby.
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 3

Photograph, Johnny, Jane, and Ted Akimoto, c. 1943

Akimoto Family Collection
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 3

Photograph, Victor on Guard Duty, c. 1943

Akimoto Family Collection
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 3

Excerpt, When the Akimotos Went to War

As the oldest son, Victor believed in his family duty to look after his younger brothers. As any good
son would do, he promised his mother to keep Ted and Johnny safe. Yet, the U.S. Army decided to
keep sergeants of the 100" Battalion stateside to continue training new soldiers. In order for his
commander to give him permission to go overseas, Victor willingly gave up his rank as sergeant,
demoted to private.

But Victor, trained by a Glove Gloves contender on the streets of Los Angeles, had one more left
hook in his arsenal.

During that same conversation in 1943, Victor had the chaplain and commander make a promise.
He made them promise neither to send Ted into battle nor to allow Ted to take a reduction in rank
to go into battle like Victor.
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 3

Letter from Major General J.A. Ulio to Masanori Akimoto, August 21, 1944

Department of the Army

SEUsme

F

Doar' Mr. Akimoto:

reosnt date you

It 1s with deep regrot ket T confirm the telsgram of
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Clase John Aliwoto, !T.ﬂhﬂ? »

f.: T

21 August 1944

death of your som, Priwmts Firgt
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 3

Letter from Ted Akimoto to Mary and Masanori Akimoto, August 21, 1944

Akimoto Family Collection
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 3

Letter from Ted Akimoto to Mary and Masanori Akimoto, August 21, 1944

Akimoto Family Collection
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 3

Letter from Johnny Akimoto to Mary and Masanori Akimoto, June 21, 1943

Akimoto Family Collection

Transcription
June 21, 1943

Monday Nite

Dear Mom & Dad,

I hope everything is OK. up in Grenada. We've
been pretty busy the two a days and didn’t have
much spare time. | saw Bill and Ted yesterday.
Ted is in 1*' Battalion, Headquarters Company
and Bill is in the Field Artillery.

I guess all of us are finally here. Only
we're kinda split up.

There’s really not much to write about so
I'll sign off. Take care of yourselves and please
don’t worry about me.

Always,

Johnny

PR Ry el
UNITED STATES ARMY &
CAMP SHELBEY, MISEISSIRPI
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 4

Life of a Prisoner of War (POW)

Primary Sources
International Committee of the Red Cross Report, April 17, 1945

Missing Report, 1944

Letter from Major General J.A. Ulio to Mary Akimoto, November 11, 1944
Photograph, Reenacting the liberation of Stalag IX - B, April 2, 1945
Comite International de la Croix-Rouge, December 1944

Letter from Major General J.A. Ulio to Mary Akimoto, April 19, 1945

War Department Telegram to Mary Akimoto, May 8, 1945

Letter from Mary Akimoto to War Department, February 14, 1945
Photograph, Liberated Soldiers at Bad Orb Eating C-Rations, April 2, 1945

Request for Disposition of Remains, November 24, 1947

Secondary Sources
Excerpt, Matthew Elms, When the Akimotos Went to War
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 4

Group Four Task Card

You will have 30 minutes to prepare a 2 - 3 minute skit that includes all of your group mem-
bers. The skit will:

1. Introduce the capture of Victor Akimoto
2. Present conditions of POW Camp at Bad Orb

3. Present Mary at Amache Internment Camp
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 4

International Committee of the Red Cross Report, April 17, 1945

Department of the Army
TTDECLASSIFIED
Authority M_(L?:’?_(‘:ci
,I_,—_A_.i____';_ R T__‘
COPY OF INCOMING CABLEGRAM: Ref. C/x 4
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS i
h ti DELEGATION IN THE UNITED STATES
eanslation

.'II . Date sentjpngy 17, Date received: April 19,
| Cable received from: Intercroixrouge 1945 1945 !

Geneva, Switzerland " i

1564 GHENERAL VISIT WEHRKREIS IX FROM 6TH TO 21ST MARCH FOLLOWING CAMPS
OFLAG IX/A/H/Z STALAGS IX/A IX/B IX/C LAZARETTS STADTRODA HILDBURGHAUSEN
BADSUDEN OBERMASSFLLD MEININGEN SCHLEITE TREYSA SITUATION CRITICAL FOR
THOSE THERE SINCE BEGINNING AND PRISONERS SVACUATED UNDER VERY BAD
CONDITIONS FROM CAMPS IN THE EAST CUNSIDERABLE LOSS F WEIGHT/DYSENTEWY/
 DIAKRHEA /HEORRHAGICA /GIIV ERALIZSD ) MVEUMONTA/HYGT AN NONEXISTANT/ VERMIN
SWARS/DANGER TYPHUS/CLOTHING IN SHREADS /STOP  BARRACKS AND TENTS
OVERCROWDED /PRLS UM 53 SLELP ON BARE FLOURS OR UNCLEAN srﬁgy‘a'rop
EXTRBMELY SMALL FORTIONS OF FUUD STCP STALAG IX/B WITHGUT SALT FOR WEKKS
STOP NO SHIRMINTS SINCE SEVERAL MONTHS AUPPLIES AXTREMSLY URGENTLY
NEEDED FOOD CLOTHING SHOES DRUGS INPARTICULAR SULFOGUANTDINE SULFOPYRIDINE
OPIATES DISINFACTANTS SUCH AS IODEMERFEN ("SWISG PREPARATION ZYMA MERCURY-
BROMAT WITH ICDINE®™) ANTIDYPTHERIA SKRUM TYPHUS VACCIN FENICILLIN
MATERLEL FOR DRESSINGS BLANKETS UTENSILS STOP GRAVE DANGER OF ZPEDEMICS

PEE————
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SANITARY INSTALIATIONS ALTOGLTHER ANSUFFICIINT S0AP TOILET PAPER
/ COMPLETELY LACKING STOP GENERAL AFATHY REPRESENTATIVES HARRASSED WITH
QESTICNS HIGH PERCINTAGE DEATHS STOP OFLAGS RELATIVE

LY BRTTER NO Niw
ARRIVALS OF PRISUNERS FOOD CONDITIONS BETTER BUT NO SHIRMANTS GF FOGD
RECAIVED NECESSITY CUNSTITUE RESERVES FOR FORESEMN ARRIVAL EVACUES STOP

LAZARETTS NOT IN AS PUOR CUNDITION AS STALAGS BECAUSE PRISUNER LESS

e s ———

NUMAROUS MEDICAL CARE STILL SUFFICINT BUT SYMPTUMS UF DISEASE CAUSKD
BY UNDERNCURISHMINT

INTERCRUIXRUUGE H9746
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Missing Report,

Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 4

1944

Department of the Army
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 4

Letter from Major General J.A. Ulio to Mary Akimoto, November 11, 1944

Department of the Army
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I kmow thet sdfed distrens ia cmsed Yy failure to recsive

or detalls. Theyefore, I wish o aemcwe you thad st
additican] informetion 15 received it will be trecanitted to
Fou withoot delay, md, If in the meaatime no sdditiooml informsties
i.lr-nll.“:‘;.i'-ul agnin commmisate with you ob the epdration of

w

The term “wiseing in sction™ 1s used maly to indlsste thed
atetua of = individusl fa nok ioeedistely mowm. -

ta that the care 13 cloved.

£ oloar

?ﬂtnhlﬂuﬂhmqmmmmm

Period of unosrteindy.
Sincerely yours, d‘:‘%
W,
P "*. o
7. A, TLID %y
s Bt Genersl.

American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day




Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 4

Photograph, Reenacting the liberation of Stalag IX - B, April 2, 1945
U.S. Army Signal Corps (111-SC-339369)
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 4

Comite International de la Croix-Rouge, December 1944

Department of the Army

German

Nach der Amputation des
rechten Beines hat Kranker
der Artzin die Mitteilung
gemacht, sterben zu wol-
len und daraufhin jede
Nahrungsaufnahme
verweigert.

English Translation

Following the amputa-
tion of the right leg, the
patient informed the doc-
tor that he wants to die
(sterben zu wollen) and
therefore refused all food
(Nahrungsaufnahme).
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 4

Letter from Major General J.A. Ulio to Mary Akimoto, April 19, 1945
Department of the Army

Depxr Mre. Akimoto;

It is with dsep regret that I sm writing to confimm the
rocont telsgren Indoening you of Ghe death of your . Frivale
Tiotor Aximobo, 19,073,557, 'y VD wal raportad
missing in ectlon om B} Ootober in Fremos.

di
I reslize the tuplen of armxlety that has been yours amd

doaply regret the scryow this report brlngs you. May the Imowledge
that he mads the suprems seerifice for his bome and country be &
pource of sustoining comfort.

I extond to ou my dcopedt Sympatiyy.

Sinserely yours,
] Jd. A, DLIO
1 Major Gemaral
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 4

War Department Telegram to Mary Akimoto, May 8, 1945

Department of the Army
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REFPORT NOW RECEIVED FROM TEE GERMAN GOVERNMENY THROUGH THE
INTERAATTCHAL HED OROSS STATES TOTH BON PRIVATE XE VICTOE ARTROTU
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 4

Letter from Mary Akimoto to War Department, February 14, 1945
Department of the Army
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Re: A G 201 Akimoto, Victor

PC-NInJO 273

Dear Sirs:

It has been over three months since your telegram of November 10" and your letter of
November 11" in regards to our son, Victor (19078557) who has been missing in action since
October 23", We lost one son, John in Italy on August 2, 1944 so you can well understand why we
are anxious to get some information about Victor.

According to your letter you stated that you would communicate with us again after the
expiration of three months. Since we haven’t heard from you we are writing to see if you have
been able to obtain any further information.

Could you please let us know at the earliest possible time?
Thank you.
Sincerely,

Mr. & Mrs. M. Akimoto
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 4

Excerpt, When the Akimotos Went to War

When amputation became the only option, new problems faced Victor. With medications in short
supply, including anesthetics such as ether, Victor faced having his leg removed while still con-
scious. Anesthetics allowed doctors to put patients to sleep and to conduct operations without
causing pain to the patient. However, these drugs were probably not available to Victor or any
other POW. Germany reserved medical supplies for soldiers and civilians, not Allied prisoners of
war. Perhaps the doctors had access to a bit of alcohol, which would have made him drunk, or
chloroform, which would have helped to put him to sleep. Both of these could have helped to
reduce the pain.

Other POWs held down Victor’s shoulders, torso, and legs. A tight belt or piece of rope, used to
restrict blood flow, may have been used. The tourniquet would reduce bleeding. Victor bit down
on a stick while the doctors sawed through the thigh tissues and bone.

They amputated his infected leg.

After the procedure, Victor recovered enough to speak to his doctor. He had one request, no more food.
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 4

Photograph, Liberated Soldiers at Bad Orb Eating C-Rations, April 2, 1945
US Army Signal Corps (111-SC-231077)
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 4

Request for Disposition of Remains, November 24, 1947
Department of the Army
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