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Overview
Students will discover the necessity of the island-hopping 
strategy used in the Pacific Theater through creative 
problem solving. They will analyze primary sources to gain a 
fuller understanding of the toll the strategy took on those 
fighting on the islands. At the end of the lesson, students 
will use maps to determine if the path the Allies took 
through the Pacific was the best way to reach the Japanese 
homeland.

Historical Context
The battle for the dominance in the Pacific Theater was a 
hard-fought, bloody affair that pushed the American military 
to develop new strategies of waging war. The key to Allied 
victory was the island hopping campaign, which required the 

military to fight for control of small, unknown islands across 
the vast Pacific Ocean. Though this campaign was essential 
to winning the war against Japan, the importance of Pearl 
Harbor and the dropping of the atomic bombs overshadow 
these battles in many school curricula. This lesson brings attention to overall strategy of the 
Island Hopping Campaign with specific focus of the savage battles and the grave toll it took on 
the men who sacrificed themselves to carry out the mission.

Objectives
At the conclusion of this lesson, students will be able to

• Describe the overall process and reasoning behind the island-hopping strategy in the Pacific;

• Analyze primary and secondary documents;

• Use critical thinking and creative problem-solving skills to plan and evaluate a path from the
United States to Japan; and

• Evaluate the path the Allies took and determine if there was a better invasion route.

 “The brave men who 
charged the beaches across 

the Pacific added to a 
proud tradition that future 
Marines, like myself, have 
had the honor to follow. I 

wanted to create a lesson to 
pay homage to these men 

and show the daily courage 
it took to beat back a 
determined enemy.”
—  Matthew Poth

Poth teaches at Park View High School in 
Sterling, VA.
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Documents Used ★ indicates an ABMC source

Primary Sources
Diary entry from Japanese soldier, November 24, 1943
Records of the War Department General and Special Staffs
National Archives and Records Administration (Record Group 165)

Drawing, Howard Brodie, Litter bearers on a jungle trail at the front, 1942
Library of Congress (2004661732)
loc.gov/item/2004661732/

Drawing, Howard Brodie, The stench of dead Japs was nauseating - Inf. on the road to 
Kokumbona - Guadalcanal - sketched between air alarms, 1943
Library of Congress (2004661737)
loc.gov/item/2004661737/

Map, Areas Under Allied Japanese Control, 15 August 1945
United States Military Academy at West Point
westpoint.edu/sites/default/files/inline-images/academics/academic_departments/history/
WWII%20Asia/ww2%2520asia%2520map%252052.jpg

Pete Oleson, “Letter From Guadalcanal,” 1942
The National World War II Museum
nationalww2museumimages.org/web-assets/images/higgins-sample-gallery3.jpg

Photograph, U.S. troops go over the side of a Coast Guard manned combat transport to enter the 
landing barges at Empress Augusta Bay, Bougainville, as the invasion gets under way, November 
1943
National Archives and Records Administration (513194)
archives.gov/files/research/military/ww2/photos/images/ww2-132.jpg

https://www.loc.gov/item/2004661732/
https://www.loc.gov/item/2004661737/
https://www.westpoint.edu/sites/default/files/inline-images/academics/academic_departments/history/WWII%20Asia/ww2%2520asia%2520map%252052.jpg
https://www.westpoint.edu/sites/default/files/inline-images/academics/academic_departments/history/WWII%20Asia/ww2%2520asia%2520map%252052.jpg
http://www.nationalww2museumimages.org/web-assets/images/higgins-sample-gallery3.jpg
https://www.archives.gov/files/research/military/ww2/photos/images/ww2-132.jpg
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Materials
• Activity One:

 ◦ Island Hopping Activity Sample Layout 

 ◦ Tape (masking tape or blue painter’s tape)

• Activity Two:

 ◦ War in the Pacific Overview

 ◦ Guadalcanal Case Study Packet

• Activity Three:

 ◦ Calculation Sheet

 ◦ Event Cards

 ◦ Computer with projector to share the Areas Under Allied Japanese Control Map.

Lesson Preparation
• Activity One:

 ◦ Set up the class or hallway for the Bell Ringer activity.

 ◦ Use tape or other object to indicate the starting (United States) and ending (Japan) points. 
Be sure they are fairly far apart to ensure a student cannot move from the start to the end 
in just one jump. Use the Island Hopping Activity Layout Form as a model.

 ◦ Using masking tape or painter’s tape, set up a hallway or open area using the Island 
Hopping Activity Sample Layout. 

 ◦ The Xs will stand for places the student cannot jump.

 ◦ The Is will indicate where the student can jump with one foot.

 ◦ The IIs will indicate where the student can jump with two feet. 

 ◦ Be sure to spread out the Xs, Is, and IIs so that it is not easy to jump the whole way and 
students need to think about their path before they jump. 

 ◦ Depending on time and space available, feel free to make several paths.

• Activity Two:

 ◦ Make one copy of the following for each student:

 ◦ The War in the Pacific Overview

 ◦ Guadalcanal Case Study Packet

• Activity Three:

 ◦ Make one copy of the Calculation Sheet for each student.
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 ◦ Print one copy of the Event Cards (print double sided) for each group of three to four stu-
dents. Cut up cards in advance.

• Assessment:

 ◦ Make one copy of the Writing Assessment Prompt and Rubric for each student.

• Set up classroom technology and test all online resources before class.

Procedure
Activity One: Bell Ringer (10 minutes)

• Teacher Tip: Follow the Lesson Preparation instructions and the Island Hopping Activity Layout 
Form to set up this activity. 

• Challenge students to cross the Pacific. Students will need to go from the starting point (the 
United States) to the end point (Japan). Rotate students to allow as many to participate as 
possible.

• Explain to students:

 ◦ The goal is to jump your way from the United States to Japan.

 ◦ The Xs stand for places you cannot jump on OR jump over.

 ◦ The Is indicate where the you can jump and land with one foot.

 ◦ The IIs indicate where the you can jump and land with two feet. 

 ◦ You must decide your path, and the goal is to get to Japan as quickly as possible.

• Teacher Tip: Be sure to set up the activity so that it is too far for a student to jump from the start 
to the end. Students will need to jump between the I and II locations while avoiding the Xs. The 
different markers represent the different types of islands from which the Allies could select:

 ◦ The Xs represent an island that was not tactically useful (i.e., too small to support forces, 
protected by enemies, composed of unsuitable terrain, etc.);

 ◦ The Is represent an acceptable island but with limited resources or tactical use; and 

 ◦ The IIs represent an ideal location (i.e., an island with an airfield).

• After students have completed the activity, discuss some of the issues they faced and what they 
had to take into consideration when deciding where to jump. Ask the students to identify what 
they believe is the shortest, safest route between the United States and Japan. 

• Ask the students: What would alter the route you chose? Are there factors that would make you 
want to go closer to, or further away from, the islands and landmasses nearby?

 ◦ Challenge students to think about all of the different factors that went into the decision-
making process when selecting where to jump next.
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• Teacher Tip: If time and space allow, consider making the activity more challenging by
requiring students to move items with them to represent supplies (i.e., textbooks, beanbags,
etc.) Students could be required to move eight items from the start to the finish. When jumping
to I spaces, a student would only be able to jump with one item (requiring him or her turn
around and shuttle supplies.) When jumping to II spaces, the student could carry two items,
as long as the jump could still be made. This would simulate the importance of resources, the
time needed to transport materials from place to place, and the bottlenecks created by many of
these small islands.

Activity Two: Primary Document Case Study (30 minutes)
• Give students the War in the Pacific Overview.

• Ask a student to read each section to give a basic understanding of the island-hopping strategy
in the Pacific. This reading will help students to better understand the decision-making process
of the Allies.

• Divide the class into groups of three to four students and give each student a Guadalcanal Case
Study Packet.

• Ask students to analyze the primary sources in the packet to better understand what life was
like for the Marines and soldiers who invaded the islands throughout the war.

• Direct students to complete the guiding questions that accompany each document.

• Allow time for students to share reactions to the primary sources.

• Tell students, Now that we have had a chance to understand the strategy and the effect it had
on those fighting, it is your turn to plan the invasion. Your objective is to map out the most
effective route from the United States to Japan. Keep in mind the realities of battle and attempt
to take the path that will cost the fewest number of lives.

◦ Teacher should circulate, assisting any student groups that might need help. He or she
should also provide a time warning when five minutes remain at each station.

• Return the materials to their folders after the first 15 minutes have elapsed and move students
to the next station. Make sure that all students see all documents by the end of the third
rotation.

• Direct students to tackle the next set of questions on the A Nurse’s Life Question Sheet.

◦ As before, teacher should circulate freely to troubleshoot and provide a five minute warning
as time elapses.

• Move the sources one more time between student groups. Students should now have their
final set of sources and questions.

• Discuss the A Nurse’s Life Question Sheet as a large group if time permits. If the teacher is short
on time, this activity may also be collected.

• Return the materials to their folders after the first 15 minutes have elapsed and move students
to the next station. Make sure that all students see all documents by the end of the third
rotation.
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• Tell students, Now that we have had a chance to understand the strategy and the effect it had on
those fighting, it is your turn to plan the invasion. Your objective is to map out the most effective
route from the United States to Japan. Keep in mind the realities of battle and attempt to take the
path that will cost the fewest number of lives.

Activity Three: Understanding the Island-Hopping Campaign (60 minutes)
• Arrange students into groups of three or four students. You may choose to carry over the same 

groups from Activity Two.

• Project the Areas Under Allied Japanese Control, 15 August 1945 Map in front of the classroom.

• Distribute one Calculation Sheet to each student.

• Distribute one set of event cards to each group, but tell them they can only select one card at a 
time.

◦ Challenge students to think about all of the different factors that went into the decision-
making process when selecting where to jump next.

• Explain to students that they will need to decide which path to take to get to Event Card 14, the 
Japanese Surrender. They will only have a limited amount of time to do this.

• Ask a student to read the objective on the Calculation Sheet. Check for understanding.

• Tell students, Everyone is starting at Pearl Harbor with 100,000 units of supplies and 65,000 men. I 
will keep track of the time and let you know when it is time for your next move.

• Set a timer for five minutes. At the end of that time, tell students to flip over Event Card 1 (Pearl 
Harbor) and read the card. This card will direct students to Guadalcanal.

◦ Teacher Tip: From this point forward, student teams will need to make a choice of where to 
go next. Each choice has consequence (positive and/or negative) for supplies and man-
power. Students will follow the same process for each move the rest of the activity.

• After five minutes, tell students they need to select the next location.

◦ Flip the matching event card and fill in the impact on manpower and supplies. Calculate the 
impact (positive or negative).

◦ Repeat the process until they get to Card 14 (the Japanese surrender).

◦ Continue to track the time (five minutes for each move) and monitor students by answering 
questions and keeping them on task.

• Assign students to complete the Reflection Question at the end of the Calculation Sheet. This 
can be assigned for homework if needed.
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Assessment
• Choose an assessment prompt to assign to students (or allow students to choose between the

options):

◦ Prompt 1: In your opinion, was the path the Allies took the most effective way to reach the
Japanese mainland? If yes, use at least three pieces of evidence from the lesson to defend
the path. If not, suggest a more efficient path and support your new route citing at least
three pieces of evidence from the lesson.

◦ Prompt 2: Write a letter home or a journal entry describing what life would have been like
for a Marine taking part in the Island Hopping Campaign in the Pacific. Use specific details
from the Guadalcanal case study to support your writing.

• The Writing Assessment Rubric can be used to score the essay.

Methods for Extension
• Students with more interest can research the conflicting interests of the U.S. Army, Navy, and

U.S. Army Air Forces in the planning of the Island Hopping Campaign. In the free response
activity, students could discuss the different factors that were taken into consideration and
what each branch of the military wanted to do.

• Students can research some of the campaign’s major battles and compare and contrast the
battles.

• The American Battle Monuments Commission maintains U.S. military cemeteries overseas.
These cemeteries are permanent memorials to the fallen, but it is important that students know
the stories of those who rest here. To learn more about the stories of Americans who made the
ultimate sacrifice, visit abmc.gov/education and NHDSilentHeroes.org.

• Teachers can enhance students’ interest in World War II and leadership by exploring these
related lesson plans:

◦ Confidence and Concerns: Allied Advances into Germany

◦ Leadership Characteristics and Considerations in the Pacific War

◦ Making a Difference: Service & Sacrifice at the Battle of Midway

Adaptations
• Teachers can adapt this lesson by having the class, as a whole, work through Activity Three.

• Teachers can split the class into different groups to represent the competing interests and have
the class debate the best path.

• Teachers can break the case study into different stations instead of a single activity and jigsaw
student responses.

• Teachers can direct students to recreate a beachhead landing if time and space is available.

https://abmc.gov/education
http://NHDSilentHeroes.org
https://nhd.org/en/resources/confidence-and-concerns-allied-advances-into-germany/
https://nhd.org/en/resources/leadership-characteristics-and-considerations-in-the-pacific-war/
https://nhd.org/en/resources/making-a-difference-service-sacrifice-at-the-battle-of-midway/
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Guadalcanal Case Study Packet
Those who fought across the Pacifi c had to contend with staggering heat, disease, lack of sleep, food short-

ages, and a battle-hardened enemy who made each advance diffi  cult and costly. You will read fi rsthand 

accounts of the struggles that men, only a few years older than you are, had to endure to ensure victory. Be 

sure to answer the questions below in full sentences. If you do not know what a word means, please ask.

Drawing, Howard Brodie, Litter bearers on a jungle trail at the front, 1942
Library of Congress (2004661732)

1. What is happening in this image?
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2. What are some of the risks involved with being a litter bearer?

3. Why are some of the litter bearers armed and others are not?

Drawing, Howard Brodie, Litter bearers on a jungle trail at the front, 1942 cont.
Library of Congress (2004661732)
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Pete Oleson, “Letter From Guadalcanal,” 1942
The National World War II Museum 

1. After reading the letter, what are some of the hardships Pete and his friends faced?



2. Pete said, “Sometimes I wish every fellow I knew could spend just one day and one terrifying
night out here with us.” After reading his letter, how do you think you would feel about those
back home not fighting? How do you think you would do at Guadalcanal?

3. Why do you think Pete would not want to know that 564 people did not show up for work in
New Orleans? How would you react to this news?

American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day

Activity: Operation Invasion: Reaching the Japanese Mainland | Guadalcanal Case Study Packet
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Diary entry from Japanese soldier, November 24, 1943
Records of the War Department General and Special Staffs
National Archives and Records Administration (Record Group 165)

November 24, 1943

“The whereabouts of each platoon leader is unknown. We are surrounded by tanks but will stick it out to the finish. 

. . . We did not care about the fire from the machine guns and the guns on the tanks. . . .We're still alive today. We 

know that we are to die so therefore we are the second suicide unit and plan to fight to the beautiful finish.”

1. What do you think the soldier meant by saying “the beautiful finis ”?

2. After reading this entry, what do you think the mindset of this soldier was when it came to war?
Do you think most Japanese soldiers felt this way? Do you think the Americans fig ting them
felt this way?

3. As a commander, you would likely be aware of the unwillingness of the Japanese to surrender.
How would you prepare your men to go into combat? Would you tell them about Japanese
suicide attacks?
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Drawing, Howard Brodie, The stench of dead Japs was nauseating - Inf. on the road to 
Kokumbona - Guadalcanal - sketched between air alarms, 1943
Library of Congress (2004661737) 

1. What can you guess about the living conditions on Guadalcanal from this image?
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2. Why do you think the American soldiers would walk past a dead Japanese soldier without
burying him?

Drawing, Howard Brodie, The stench of dead Japs was nauseating - Inf. on the road to 
Kokumbona - Guadalcanal - sketched between air alarms, 1943 cont.
Library of Congress (2004661737) 
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Synthesis Question:

Tie together all four of the documents to answer the next question. If you had to write a letter 
home to a loved one what would you say? Would you tell them what life was really like on the 
Guadalcanal? Would you leave some of it out? In the space below answer this question and write a 
letter to a loved one. 
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Island Hopping Map
Japan

USA

XX

XX

XXXX
XX

XX

XX

XX

XX
=

=

=

Key
- 1 strip of duct tape

 - 2 strips of duct tape=
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Island Hopping Map cont.
Japan

USA

XX

XX

XXXX
XX

XX

XX

XX

XX
=

=

=
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Event Cards, p. 1 front

Guadalcanal
1942

Event Card 1

Southern Philippines 
Campaign

1945
Event Card 2

Bismark Archipelago 
Campaign

1943
Event Card 3

Leyte Campaign
1944

Event Card 4

Papua Campaign
1943

Event Card 6

Iwo Jima Campaign
1945

Event Card 5
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Event Cards, p. 1 back

Manpower lost: 500

Supplies lost: 6,000

Outcome: Patience and planning 

resulted in low casualties. Add 4,000 

to manpower and 9,000 to supplies.

Can move to location: 4, 9, or 10

Manpower lost: 2,000

Supplies lost: 3,000

Outcome: With the support of the 

Filipino guerrillas, you are one step 

closer to retaking the Philippines. 

Add 4,000 to man power and 9,000 

to supplies.

Can move to location: 4, 8, 11, 12 or 13

Manpower lost: 7,100

Supplies lost: 4,000

Outcome: The island contains an air 

field. Additional men and supplies 

can be flown in. Add 2,000 to man 

power and 4,000 to supplies.

Can move to location: 4, 9, or 10

GuadalcanalSouthern 
Philippines 
Campaign

Bismark 
Archipelago 
Campaign

Manpower lost: 19,000

Supplies lost: 7,000

Outcome: After a hard fight, you were 

able to take the island and open up 

better supply lines. Add 5,000 to man 

power and 10,000 to supplies.

Can move to location: 2, 3, or 9

Manpower lost: 7,000

Supplies lost: 8,000

Outcome: After some of the toughest 

fighting of the war, the Marines take 

Iwo Jima. The Allies can provide more 

escorts to bomber groups. Add 4,000 

to man power and 6,000 to supplies.

Can move to location: 

4, 7, or 11

Manpower lost: 3,500

Supplies lost: 3,500

Outcome: You have opened the 

door to the Philippines. Add 4,000 to 

man power and 8,000 to supplies.

Can move to location: 5, 11, or 13

Leyte CampaignIwo Jima 
Campaign

Papua Campaign
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Event Cards, p. 2 front

Ryukyu Campaign
1945

Event Card 7

Western Pacific 
Campaign

1944
Event Card 8

Northern Solomons 
Campaign

1943
Event Card 9

Eastern Mandates 
Campaign

1944
Event Card 10

Luzon Campaign
1945

Event Card 11

China Offensive
Campaign

1943
Event Card 12
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Event Cards, p. 2 back

 Manpower lost: 1,000

Supplies lost: 2,500

Outcome: After considerable 

fighting, you were able to build an 

air field and reinforce your forces. 

Add 4,000 man power and 9,000 to 

supplies.

Can move to location: 3, 6, or 10

Manpower lost: 7,600

Supplies lost: 5,000

Outcome: Brutal fighting gives the 

Allies access to a number of superb 

air fields that will help with future 

campaigns. Add 4,000 to man power 

and 5,000 to supplies.

Can move to location: 4, 5, or 11

Manpower lost: 27,000

Supplies lost: 13,000

Outcome: The bloodiest fighting in 

the Pacific has captured Okinawa. 

The Allies can increase the bombing 

of Japan in preparation for the final 

push. Add 4,000 to man power and 

10,000 to supplies.

Can move to location: 14

Ryukyu CampaignWestern Pacific 
Campaign

Northern 
Solomons 
Campaign

Manpower lost: 500

Supplies lost: 15,000

Outcome: The Allies are finally able 

to force the Japanese out of China. 

Add 4,000 to man power and 9,000 to 

supplies.

Can move to location: 7, 11, or 13

Manpower lost: 10,000

Supplies lost: 11,000

Outcome: General MacArthur has 

returned. After intense fighting, the 

Philippines are in Allied hands. Add 

4,000 to man power and 8,000 to 

supplies.

Can move to location: 

2, 4, 7, 12, or 13

Manpower lost: 2,500

Supplies lost: 3,000

Outcome: With the success of the 

campaign, the Allies were able to 

secure important air fields and naval 

bases. Add 4,000 to man power and 

9,000 to supplies.

Can move to location: 3, 4, or 8

Eastern Mandates 
Campaign

Luzon CampaignChina Offensive 
Campaign
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Event Cards, p. 3 front

India-Burma Campaign
1944

Event Card 13

Japanese Surrender
1945

Event Card 14

Pearl Harbor
1941
Start
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Event Cards, p. 3 back

Manpower lost: 65,000

Supplies lost: 100,000

Outcome: The sleeping giant 

has been awakaned. As America 

mobilizes, you need to plan the path 

you will take to reach Japan and end 

the war.

Can move to location: 1

Outcome: On September 2, 1945, 

Japan officially surrendered, ending 

World War II aboard the USS Missouri.

Can move to location: Home!

Manpower lost: 3,200

Supplies lost: 15,000

Outcome: Ground supply lines have 

been reopened. Add 2,000 to man 

power and 12,000 to supplies.

Can move to location: 2, 4, 11, or 12

India-Burma 
Campaign

Japanese 
Surrender

Pearl Harbor
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Calculation Sheet
Objective: Your job is to use the Areas Under Allied Japanese Control, 15 August 1945 Map 
(projected in the front of the room) to plan the invasion of the Japanese mainland. You will start 
at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, and need to choose a path across the Pacific Ocean, attempting to keep 
losses to a minimum.

It is December 8, 1941, the day after the surprise attack on Pearl Harbor. While taking stock of the 
situation, the phone rings; it is President Franklin Roosevelt. He wants to know your plan to cross 
the Pacific Ocean and end this war. You have to keep two factors in mind while planning: time 
and manpower. The longer you take the more casualties there will be.

You begin the simulation at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii with 65,000 men and 100,000 units of supplies.

Starting Location: Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

What happened here?

First move:

Name of location:   Guadalcanal

What happened here?

Starting 
manpower:

65,000 men Starting 
supplies:

100,000 units

Manpower 
lost: (-)

Supplies 
lost: (-)

Manpower 
added: (+)

Supplies 
added: (+)

Manpower 
total:

Supplies 
total:
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Calculation Sheet cont.
Second move:

Name of location:

What happened here?

Starting 
manpower:

Starting 
supplies:

Manpower 
lost: (-)

Supplies 
lost: (-)

Manpower 
added: (+)

Supplies 
added: (+)

Manpower 
total:

Supplies 
total:

Third move:

Name of location:

What happened here?

Starting 
manpower:

Starting 
supplies:

Manpower 
lost: (-)

Supplies 
lost: (-)

Manpower 
added: (+)

Supplies 
added: (+)

Manpower 
total:

Supplies 
total:
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Calculation Sheet cont.
Fourth move:

Name of location:

What happened here?

Starting 
manpower:

Starting 
supplies:

Manpower 
lost: (-)

Supplies 
lost: (-)

Manpower 
added: (+)

Supplies 
added: (+)

Manpower 
total:

Supplies 
total:

Fifth move:

Name of location:

What happened here?

Starting 
manpower:

Starting 
supplies:

Manpower 
lost: (-)

Supplies 
lost: (-)

Manpower 
added: (+)

Supplies 
added: (+)

Manpower 
total:

Supplies 
total:
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Calculation Sheet cont.
Sixth move:

Name of location:

What happened here?

Starting 
manpower:

Starting 
supplies:

Manpower 
lost: (-)

Supplies 
lost: (-)

Manpower 
added: (+)

Supplies 
added: (+)

Manpower 
total:

Supplies 
total:

Seventh move:

Name of location:

What happened here?

Starting 
manpower:

Starting 
supplies:

Manpower 
lost: (-)

Supplies 
lost: (-)

Manpower 
added: (+)

Supplies 
added: (+)

Manpower 
total:

Supplies 
total:
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Calculation Sheet cont.
Eighth move:

Name of location:

What happened here?

Starting 
manpower:

Starting 
supplies:

Manpower 
lost: (-)

Supplies 
lost: (-)

Manpower 
added: (+)

Supplies 
added: (+)

Manpower 
total:

Supplies 
total:
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Calculation Sheet cont.
Summary: Explain your decision making process in this simulation. What factored into your 
decision making process? What were the results? Would you choose a different path if you did 
this activity again? Why or why not? Responses should include specific details and be at least two 
paragraphs in length.
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Writing Assessment Rubric 
Prompt: In your opinion, was the path the Allies took the most effective way to reach the Japanese 
mainland? If yes, use at least three pieces of evidence from the lesson to defend the path. If not, sug-
gest a more efficient path and support your new route citing at least three pieces of evidence from 
the lesson.

Advanced Proficie t Basic Emerging

Analysis of path 
taken (either 
Allied or new 
path)

Student shows mastery 
of the Island Hopping 
Campaign and has a 
firm grasp of the logic 
behind it.

Student has a firm 
understanding of 
the Island Hopping 
Campaign and 
understands the logic 
behind it.

Student struggles 
with the concept of 
the Island Hopping 
Campaign and/or has 
difficulty with the logic 
behind it.

Student does not 
understand the Island 
Hopping Campaign 
and/or the logic behind 
it.

Evidence 
provided in 
support of path

Student supports 
the chosen path with 
three or more pieces of 
evidence and explains 
the importance of each 
piece.

Student supports 
the chosen path with 
two or three pieces 
of evidence but 
struggles to explain 
the importance of each 
piece.

Student supports 
the chosen path with 
two or fewer pieces 
of evidence and/or 
does not explain the 
importance of each 
piece.

Student does not 
support the path 
chosen and/or fails to 
explain evidence.

Ability to tie all 
aspects of lesson 
into decision 
making process

Student is able to 
effectively use all of the 
lesson activities and 
explain the impact of 
each in support of the 
essay.

Student is able to 
effectively use most 
of the lesson activities 
but struggles to explain 
the impact of them in 
support of the essay.

Student struggles to 
effectively tie in aspects 
of the lessons and/or 
has difficulty explaining 
the impact of them in 
support of the essay.

Student does not use 
the class activities in 
support of the essay 
and/or fails to explain 
the importance of 
them.

Ability to clearly 
convey argument

Student is able 
to clearly and 
compellingly argue for 
the chosen path.

Student is able to make 
a convincing argument 
for the chosen path.

Student struggles to 
make a convincing 
argument for the 
chosen path.

Student fails to make 
an argument for the 
chosen path.
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Writing Assessment Rubric 
Prompt: Write a letter home or a journal entry describing what life would have been like for a Ma-
rine taking part in the Island Hopping Campaign in the Pacific. Use specific details from the Guadal-
canal case study to support your writing.

Advanced Proficie t Basic Emerging

Factualness of 
letter/diary

Student’s letter/
diary uses factual 
descriptions of what life 
was like and explains 
the impact on them 
during the Island 
Hopping Campaign.

Student’s letter/diary 
uses mostly factual 
descriptions of what life 
was like and explains 
the impact on them 
during the Island 
Hopping Campaign.

Student’s letter/diary 
does not use factual 
descriptions of what 
life was like and fails 
explains the impact on 
them during the Island 
Hopping Campaign.

Student’s letter/diary 
fails to address with life 
was like and does not 
explain the impact on 
them during the Island 
Hopping Campaign.

Evidence 
provided in 
support of letter/
diary

Student supports the 
letter/diary with three 
or more pieces of 
evidence and explains 
the importance of each 
piece.

Student supports 
the letter/diary with 
two to three pieces 
of evidence but 
struggles to explain 
the importance of each 
piece.

Student supports the 
letter/diary with two 
or fewer pieces of 
evidence and does not 
explain the importance 
of each piece.

Student does not 
support the letter/diary 
and/or fails to explain 
evidence.

Ability to tie all 
aspects of lesson 
into letter/diary 
writing process

Student is able to 
effectively use all of the 
lesson activities and 
explain the impact of 
each in support of the 
letter/diary.

Student is able to 
effectively use most 
of the lesson activities 
but struggles to explain 
the impact of them in 
support of the letter/
diary.

Student struggles to 
effectively tie in aspects 
of the lesson and/or 
has difficulty explaining 
the impact of them in 
support of the letter/
diary.

Student is unable to 
use the class activities 
in support of the letter/
diary and/or fails to 
explain the importance 
of them.

Ability to clearly 
convey realities of 
daily life

Student is able 
to clearly and 
compellingly convey 
realities of daily life.

Student is able to 
convincingly convey 
the realities of daily life.

Student struggles to 
convey realities of daily 
life.

Student fails to convey 
realities of daily life.
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The War in the Pacific Overview

Though Americans volunteered to fight 
for other countries before December 
7, 1941, the U.S. government officially 
remained neutral during the first two 
years of the war. The months leading up 
to the surprise attack on Pearl Harbor 
saw increasing tensions between 
America and Japan, including a trade 
embargo that sought to remove 
vital supplies and materials from the 
Japanese.

General Douglas MacArthur- U.S. Army, 
Commander of the Allied forces in the 
southwest Pacific.

Admiral Chester W. Nimitz- U.S. Navy, 
Commander-in-Chief of the Pacific Fleet.

Island Hopping was a strategy designed 
to enable the Allies to reach Japan 
without having to conquer every island 
held by the Japanese. The Allies picked 
strategically important islands, attacked 
them, and set up bases to support 
future attacks. This enabled the Allies to 
“hop” over more fortified Islands and cut 
the defenders off from supplies while 
minimizing losses of men and supplies. 
The Island Hopping strategy gave the 
Allies the ability to surprise the Japanese 
on any given island.

On December 7, 1941, the Japanese 
launched a surprise attack at Pearl 
Harbor, Hawaii. Though the attack was 
devastating, costing America over 2,400 
lives and a large portion of the Pacific 
Fleet, the Japanese were not able to 
knock America out of the fight. Luckily 
for America, their three aircraft carriers 
were out to sea at the time of the attack. 
The Japanese failure to destroy these 
ships would be critical to the American 
war effort.

Background Key Figures

Strategy Pearl Harbor

Island Hopping
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Map, Areas Under Allied and Japanese Control, 15 August 1945
United States Military Academy at West Point
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