
Activity: Place Your Faith in Radio

Guiding question: 
How is public perception of historic events affected by reporting 
methods? 

DEVELOPED BY GENA OPPENHEIM
Grade Level(s): 	 6-8, 9-12
Subject(s): 	 Theater, Social Studies 
Cemetery Connection:	 East Coast Memorial
Fallen Hero Connection:	 Ensign Stephen L. Fuld

http://www.nhd.org/
https://chnm.gmu.edu/
http://abmc.gov
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Overview
In this lesson, students will be presented with a specific day 
in World War II where multiple important events occurred. 
Students will act as the executive producers of a radio news 
program and construct a short, written broadcast. It is their 
job to decide which events of the day to highlight. They will 
consider why what is recorded helped shape what is  
remembered for future generations and what is not.  
Whose stories are not told?

Historical Context
During World War II, newly created broadcasting networks 
competed with each other to prove to the American public 
that they could provide the most “accurate coverage” of the 
war overseas. Daily radio news reports about the events on 
the front lines gave families a connection to their loved ones 
that was not available in previous American conflicts. 

Objectives
At the conclusion of this lesson, students will be able to

•	 Understand the importance of radio broadcasting in World 
War II;

•	 Understand why certain events were highlighted over 
others;

•	 Understand how audiences interpreted the broadcasts; and
•	 Recreate a convincing broadcast highlighting in detail a 

specific event in World War II.

 “Stephen L. Fuld was a 
leading advertising director 
and producer for CBS Radio 
News in the 1930s and early 
1940s. His main job was to 

decide the content of a given 
radio broadcast and the best 
ways to present news in the 
fledgling medium of radio. 
Fuld’s job and the world 
of broadcasting connects 

directly to my lesson plan. 
I also want students to use 

critical thinking skills to 
examine why certain events 
are deemed ‘newsworthy.’ ” 

—Gena Oppenheim

Oppenheim teaches at Saint Ann’s School 
in Brooklyn, New York.
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Documents Used ★ indicates an ABMC source

Primary Sources
Newsreel, Today in History, May 8, 1945 
National Archives and Records Administration 
youtube.com/watch?v=7zL-sBxVk_I

World War II Era Radio Broadcasts 
Internet Archive 
archive.org/details/wwIIarchive-audio

Secondary Sources
Historic Headlines: World War II 
The New York Times 
nytimes.com/topic/subject/world-war-ii-193945

Materials
•	 Computer with internet capability and speakers

Lesson Preparation
•	 Review the selection of The New York Times front pages and select one option for each group of 

five or six students. Make a packet for each group containing the options for the class.
•	 Select a World War II Era Radio Broadcast to play to students as a sample.
•	 Divide the class into groups of five or six students each.
•	 Set up classroom technology and test all online resources before class.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7zL-sBxVk_I
https://archive.org/details/wwIIarchive-audio
https://www.nytimes.com/topic/subject/world-war-ii-193945
https://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/08/31/historic-headlines-world-war-ii/ 
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Procedure
Activity One: Analyzing the News (45 minutes)

•	 Ask students how Americans would get their news during World War II. Lead a brief 
conversation discussing newspapers, radio broadcasts, and newsreels.

•	 Distribute one packet of newspaper headlines to each group and ask them to review the front 
pages. 

•	 Lead a class discussion on the newspapers. Possible questions can include:

	◦ Why are certain events put in bold at the top of the paper? Why are other stories lower on the 
page?

	◦ What does placement on the page imply?

	◦ On any given day, how did the editor organize the events of this day?

	◦ What is missing from this source?

	◦ This newspaper is based in New York City. Does this impact the content on the front page?

	◦ What is the perspective(s) on the days events?

	◦ What is the tone of the pieces?

•	 Play the newsreel from May 8, 1945. Ask students to write down who/what was featured.

	◦ Ask the class: Who was left out? Why? 
	◦ Brainstorm as a class a list of effective techniques in sharing news. 

Assessment
•	 Divide students into small groups of five or six students and assign each group one date in the war.
•	 Give each group the corresponding front page from the New York Times. 

	◦ Ask students, How do you think these headlines affected their readers’ mental state?

•	 Play a World War II Era Radio Broadcast to provide students a sample.
	◦ Teacher Tip: Choose an example from an event or date you did not assign to a student 

group.

	◦ Ask students, How do you think radio broadcast affected their listeners’ mental state?

•	 Assign students to create the outline for a radio broadcast, based on the news on their given 
day. 

•	 Allow students to present their program to their classmates and explain which events they 
highlighted and which events they cut from the broadcast. 
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Methods for Extension
•	 Students can explore the role of journalism in various U.S. wars.

•	 Students can explore the Internet Archive for other World War II radio broadcasts.

•	 The American Battle Monuments Commission maintains U.S. military cemeteries overseas. 
These cemeteries are permanent memorials to the fallen, but it is important that students know 
the stories of those who rest here. To learn more about the stories of Americans who made the 
ultimate sacrifice, visit abmc.gov/education and NHDSilentHeroes.org. 

•	 Teachers can enhance students’ interest in World War II and performance arts by exploring these 
related lesson plans:

	◦ “I Sustain the Wings”: The Role of Performers in Selling War Bonds in World War II

	◦ USO Camp Shows, Inc.

https://abmc.gov/education
http://NHDSilentHeroes.org
https://nhd.org/en/resources/i-sustain-the-wings-the-role-of-performers-in-selling-war-bonds-in-world-war-ii/
https://nhd.org/en/resources/uso-camp-shows-inc/
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The New York Times, September 1, 1939 

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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The New York Times, December 8, 1941

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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The New York Times, November 12, 1942 

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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The New York Times, February 3, 1943 

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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The New York Times, May 13, 1943 

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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The New York Times, June 7, 1944 

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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The New York Times, February 13, 1945 

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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The New York Times, February 19, 1945 

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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The New York Times, April 13, 1945 

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



Activity: Place Your Faith in Radio | Handouts

American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day 

The New York Times, May 3, 1945 

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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The New York Times, August 7, 1945 

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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The New York Times, August 9, 1945 

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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The New York Times, August 15, 1945 

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.


