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Grade Level(s): 6-8, 9-12
Subject(s): Social Studies, English/Language Arts
Cemetery Connection: 	 Lorraine American Cemetery
Fallen Hero Connection: 	Private Victor Akimoto 

Private First Class John Akimoto

Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience 
During World War II: A Living DBQ

Guiding question: 
How did Japanese Americans make sacrifices to help the United 
States win World War II?





















Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Rubric

Writing Assessment Rubric

Advanced Proficient Basic Emerging

Cites evidence from 
all four groups of 
documents

Cites evidence from at 
least three groups of 
documents

Cites evidence from 
at least two groups of 
documents

Cites evidence from 
only one group of 
documents

Well-developed 
response that 
considers multiple 
perspectives on the 
issue of internment

Well-developed 
response that consid-
ers at least two 
perspectives on the 
issue of internment

Response is standard, 
included minimal 
reference to more than 
one perspective

Basic response that 
is limited to one 
perspective
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 1

Group One: Anti-Asian Sentiment and Introduction to the Akimotos

Primary Sources:
Photograph, Japs Keep Out You Rats, November 11, 1944

Poster, Mass Meeting of the Oregon Property Owners’ Protective League, Inc., 1945

Political Cartoon, Waiting for the Signal from Home

Photograph, Masanori with Brothers, c. 1906

Photograph, Ted and Johnny Akimoto, 1925

Photograph, Mary with Students, 1907

Photograph, The Akimoto Family, 1927

Photograph, Victor by Bank

Photograph, The USS West Virginia and USS Tennessee after the attack on Pearl Harbor, 
December 7, 1941

Chinese Exclusion Act, 1882

Secondary Sources:
Excerpt, Matthew Elms, When the Akimotos Went to War
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 2

Group Two: Japanese-American Internment

Primary Sources:
Mary Miki Shiritori Akimoto, Santa Anita Assembly Center Painting, 1942

Photograph, Arcadia, California. Evacuees of Japanese Ancestry from San Pedro, California, 
Arrive by Special Trains for Santa Anita Assembly Center..., April 5, 1942

Granada Pioneer, March 31, 1943

Photograph, Amache District Headquarters, Boy Scouts of America, Granada Relocation Center, 
May 10, 1943

Loyalty Questionnaire, War Relocation Authority, January 1943

Poster, Instruction to all Persons of Japanese Ancestry…, May 23, 1942

Letter from Johnny Akimoto to Mary and Masanori Akimoto, April 13, 1943

Photograph, Military Police on Duty in Watch-Tower at Santa Anita Park Assembly Center..., April 
6, 1942

Letter from Johnny Akimoto to Ruth and Hideo Kodani, February 19, 1943

Letter from Johnny Akimoto to Mary and Masanori Akimoto, February 3, 1943

Secondary Sources:
Excerpt, Matthew Elms, When the Akimotos Went to War
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 2

Group Two Task Card
You will have 30 minutes to prepare a two to three minute skit that includes all of your group 
members.  The skit will:

1. Introduce Executive Order 9066

2. Internment process from homes, to assembly centers, to permanent camps

3. Introduce the Loyalty Questionnaire
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 2

Mary Miki Shiritori Akimoto, Santa Anita Assembly Center Painting, 1942
Akimoto Family Collection

Watercolor of the Santa Anita Racetrack Assembly Center painted by Mary “Miki” Akimoto. Notice the guard towers 
with machine guns pointed toward the internment barracks. The small fort and post office fly the American flag out-

side the fence. The San Gabriel Mountains are portrayed in the background, 1942.
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 2

Photograph, Arcadia, California. Evacuees of Japanese Ancestry from San Pedro, 
California, Arrive by Special Trains for Santa Anita Assembly Center..., April 5, 1942
National Archives and Records Administration (537038) 
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 2

Granada Pioneer, March 31, 1943
Densho

Article announcing the induction of Johnny Akimoto out of the Amache Internment Camp in Granada, Colorado. 
Granada Pioneer, March 31, 1943
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 2

Photograph, Amache District Headquarters, Boy Scouts of America, Granada Relo-
cation Center, May 10, 1943
National Archives and Records Administration
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 2

Loyalty Questionnaire, War Relocation Authority, January 1943
Densho

Excerpt from the Loyalty Questionnaire created by the War Relocation Authority, January 1943
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 2

Poster, Instruction to all Persons of Japanese Ancestry…, May 23, 1942
National Park Service
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 2

Letter from Johnny Akimoto to Mary and Masanori Akimoto, April 13, 1943
Akimoto Family Collection

Transcription
April 13, 1943

Dear Mom & Pop,

I’m leaving for the army tomorrow morning.

I talked with Mr. Findley and he said it would 
be alright for you to come to camp [Amache.]  
Margaret has to make direct application to this 
camp if she wants to come in.  Tell her to wire 
right away if she wants to come in. They won’t 
take anybody if they can help in.

Not much to write about.  Will write later after I 
have been stationed.

Always, 

Johnny

Letter from Johnny Akimoto to Mary and Masanori Akimoto, April 13, 1943
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 2

Photograph, Military Police on Duty in Watch-Tower at Santa Anita Park Assembly 
Center..., April 6, 1942
National Archives and Records Administration (537019)
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 2

Excerpt, When the Akimotos Went to War 
In Washington, D.C., despite the lack of evidence of Japanese American traitors, President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt made his most controversial decision during his nearly four full terms in office. 
He issued Executive Order 9066 on February 19, 1942, sealing the fate of nearly 120,000 Japanese 
Americans. In the weeks and months that followed, Japanese Americans along the West coast of 
the United States were rounded up and put into internment camps. While Victor trained with the 
U.S. Army to defend America, that same U.S. Army put his family under armed guard.

Thousands of Japanese Americans, faced with threats of bayonets and machine guns, sold their 
homes.  Victor’s family unloaded their home, as well as household furnishings and family heir-
looms, at cut-rate prices. As his family departed their home, eagerly awaiting profiteers snapped 
up the riches left behind. Items such as cameras, shortwave radios, and ceremonial Japanese 
swords were forbidden in the assembly and internment camps. These articles were discarded or 
sold for pennies on the dollar.
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 2

Letter from Johnny Akimoto to Ruth and Hideo Kodani, February 19, 1943
Akimoto Family Collection

Transcription
Dear Ruth & Hideo,

Well, I guess 
I might as well 
get to the point. I 
joined the army. I 
done a lot of think-
ing about it before 
I signed so don’t 
think I done it on the 
spur of the moment. 

You know I never did like any part of farming and about getting jobs in defense plants are a 
bunch of baloney. I didn’t want to be a farm laborer, and don’t want to stay in camp so I signed up.  

Another thing, on our registration we got a couple of questions concerning our loyalty & 
willingness to fight for America. Well, to those two questions, 3 to 1 nusus put no to that question. 
Well, that would take away all our rights & stuff.  Well them dumb guys just make things tough for 
everybody else. Don’t think I’m patriotic or stuff but I’m just looking out for myself.  We’ll be going 
the 1st of next month. 

Ask Ned if he wants my clothes or what. Only thing he probably could wear would be my 
shirts. I was thinking of leaving them with my friends or something.

How is everything down in Idaho?  How is the PH situation coming along?  Has mom gone 
to Arizona yet?

The weather down here is well.  Haven’t seen any snow since I hit camp.  For the last 2 
weeks, it’s been just like  L.A. weather.  The food is good and bad.  We have roast pork or beef at 
least once a week.  The barracks are a lot better than Santa Anita but spread out to far.  

Well, not much more to write about so I’ll sign off.  Be seeing you. (I hope)

Just Johnny
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 2

Letter from Johnny Akimoto to Mary and Masanori Akimoto, February 3, 1943
Akimoto Family Collection

Transcription:
Dear Mom & Dad,   

February 3, 1943

Arrived in camp monday [sic] night.  
Everything is pretty good out here. Its 
[sic] not like Santa Anita though. 

I’m staying with Ioshi Mori & Yammy in 
a barracks.

The floor is brick & the inside is like our 
bunkhouse, lined with seltex.* 

There’s a coal stove in every barrack 
and they furnish all the coal. It sure is nice & warm in the room.

I’ve seen Watada san already & he sends his regards.  

So far the food is pretty good. Haven’t seen everybody yet cause the camp is pretty well spread out.

Nothing more to write so I’ll sign off. Say hi to Dot & Vic.

Just Johnny

Address: 6F – 3F

Amache Branch

Lamar, Colorado

*Seltex – a thin-coated paper product used to cover the outside or inside of wall to keep dust, dirt, and wind out of the
internment camp barrack building.
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 3

Military Life and Death

Primary Sources:
Letter from Victor Akimoto to his family, April 29, 1942
Akimoto Family Collection

Photograph, Members of the 442nd Regimental Combat Team are seen in the Vosges mountain 
range in France, October 1944
U.S. Army Signal Corps, American Battle Monuments Commission

Photograph, Two color guards and color bearers of the Japanese-American 442nd Combat Team, 
stand at attention, while their citations are read…, November 12, 1944
U.S. Army Signal Corps (SC-196716)

Photograph, Sergeant Victor Akimoto and Private Johnny Akimoto, c. 1943
Akimoto Family Collection

Photograph, Johnny, Jane, and Ted Akimoto, c. 1943
Akimoto Family Collection

Photograph, Victor on Guard Duty, c. 1943
Akimoto Family Collection

Letter from Major General J.A. Ulio to Masanori Akimoto, August 21, 1944
Department of the Army

Letter from Ted Akimoto to Mary and Masanori Akimoto, August 21, 1944
Akimoto Family Collection

Letter from Johnny Akimoto to Mary and Masanori Akimoto, June 21, 1943
Akimoto Family Collection

Secondary Sources:
Excerpts, Matthew Elms, When the Akimotos Went to War
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 3

Group Three Task Card
You will have 30 minutes to prepare a two to three minute skit that includes all of your group 
members.  The skit will:

1. Re-enact the demotion of Victor

2. Accurately present the death of Johnny in Italy

3. Present the Battle of the Lost Battalion in France
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 3

Letter from Victor Akimoto to his family, April 29, 1942 
Akimoto Family Collection 

Transcription:
April 29, 1942

Q.M. Detachment

Building 212

Dear Family,

Just received your letter today 
and sure am sorry for causing all of 
you to worry over me.  Everything is 
fine out here so please don’t worry as 
the only way I could ever suffer any serious casualty out here in these wild hills of Wyoming is by 
overeating.  In fact the way things are shaping out there in Calif. It the other way around and…I’m 
worried about how you folks are going to get along.

As for my hand, it is just about healed now and by the end of this week I should be ready for duty 
again.  It sure will feel good to start working again for it sure gets tiresome laying around the bar-
racks as I’ve been doing for about a month now and the way I’ve been eating I think this month 
instead of the government paying me, I should pay them.

Vic.

P.S. You have to excuse the writing as three of my fingers are still bandaged and its [sic] just awk-
ward trying to write.
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 3

Excerpt, When the Akimotos Went to War 
As fall became winter in central Europe, the world braced for the final European battles of World 
War II. By the time the 442nd Regimental Combat Team arrived at France’s Vosges Mountains, the 
fighting was frantic. Adolf Hitler had ordered his troops to fight to the last man to defend Germany 
from the Allied advance. Victor’s company would be fighting in mountain terrain, much trickier 
than the flat plains of Italy. Here, they had to contend with trees, rocks, fog, and rain, as well as a 
highly trained, professional German Army fighting to defend its homeland.

The 442nd Regimental Combat Team was ordered to rescue the 141st Infantry Regiment, composed 
of members mostly from Texas. Allied bombers air-dropped supplies to the surviving 275 Texans. 
But the weather conditions were so poor that most of the supplies fell into German hands. Artillery 
shells stuffed with emergency supplies, aimed at the entrenched Americans, fell into enemy hands 
as well. 

The 442nd Regimental Combat Team battled for five days before finally breaking through the 
German defenses. On October 30, 230 men of the 141st Infantry Regiment came out alive. The 
442nd suffered over 800 casualties, deaths and injuries combined. More Japanese-American sol-
diers sacrificed and lost their lives in what became known as the Battle of the Lost Battalion than 
soldiers of the 141st Infantry Regiment were saved.
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 3

Photograph, Members of the 442nd Regimental Combat Team are seen in the 
Vosges mountain range in France, October 1944
U.S. Army Signal Corps, American Battle Monuments Commission
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 3

Photograph, Two color guards and color bearers of the Japanese-American 442nd Com-
bat Team, stand at attention, while their citations are read…, November 12, 1944
U.S. Army Signal Corps (SC-196716)
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 3

Photograph, Sergeant Victor Akimoto and Private Johnny Akimoto, c. 1943
Akimoto Family Collection

Sergeant Victor Akimoto (left) and Private Johnny Akimoto (right) at Camp Shelby.
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 3

Photograph, Johnny, Jane, and Ted Akimoto, c. 1943
Akimoto Family Collection
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 3

Photograph, Victor on Guard Duty, c. 1943
Akimoto Family Collection

American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day



Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 3

Excerpt, When the Akimotos Went to War
As the oldest son, Victor believed in his family duty to look after his younger brothers. As any good 
son would do, he promised his mother to keep Ted and Johnny safe. Yet, the U.S. Army decided to 
keep sergeants of the 100th Battalion stateside to continue training new soldiers. In order for his 
commander to give him permission to go overseas, Victor willingly gave up his rank as sergeant, 
demoted to private. 

But Victor, trained by a Glove Gloves contender on the streets of Los Angeles, had one more left 
hook in his arsenal.  

During that same conversation in 1943, Victor had the chaplain and commander make a promise. 
He made them promise neither to send Ted into battle nor to allow Ted to take a reduction in rank 
to go into battle like Victor.
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 3

Letter from Major General J.A. Ulio to Masanori Akimoto, August 21, 1944
Department of the Army
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 3

Letter from Ted Akimoto to Mary and Masanori Akimoto, August 21, 1944
Akimoto Family Collection
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 3

Letter from Ted Akimoto to Mary and Masanori Akimoto, August 21, 1944
Akimoto Family Collection
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 3

Letter from Johnny Akimoto to Mary and Masanori Akimoto, June 21, 1943
Akimoto Family Collection

Transcription
June 21, 1943

Monday Nite

Dear Mom & Dad,

I hope everything is OK. up in Grenada.  We’ve 
been pretty busy the two a days and didn’t have 
much spare time.  I saw Bill and Ted yesterday.  
Ted is in 1st Battalion, Headquarters Company 
and Bill is in the Field Artillery.

I guess all of us are finally here.  Only 
we’re kinda split up.

There’s really not much to write about so 
I’ll sign off.  Take care of yourselves and please 
don’t worry about me.

Always,

Johnny
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 4

Life of a Prisoner of War (POW)

Primary Sources
International Committee of the Red Cross Report, April 17, 1945

Missing Report, 1944

Letter from Major General J.A. Ulio to Mary Akimoto, November 11, 1944

Photograph, Reenacting the liberation of Stalag IX - B, April 2, 1945

Comite International de la Croix-Rouge, December 1944

Letter from Major General J.A. Ulio to Mary Akimoto, April 19, 1945

War Department Telegram to Mary Akimoto, May 8, 1945

Letter from Mary Akimoto to War Department, February 14, 1945

Photograph, Liberated Soldiers at Bad Orb Eating C-Rations, April 2, 1945

Request for Disposition of Remains, November 24, 1947

Secondary Sources
Excerpt, Matthew Elms, When the Akimotos Went to War
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Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 4

American Battle Monuments Commission | National History Day

Group Four Task Card
You will have 30 minutes to prepare a 2 - 3 minute skit that includes all of your group mem-
bers.  The skit will:

1. Introduce the capture of Victor Akimoto

2. Present conditions of POW Camp at Bad Orb

3. Present Mary at Amache Internment Camp











Activity: A Japanese American Family’s Experience During WWII | Group 4
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Comite International de la Croix-Rouge, December 1944
Department of the Army

German
Nach der Amputation des 
rechten Beines hat Kranker 
der Artzin die Mitteilung 
gemacht, sterben zu wol-
len und daraufhin jede 
Nahrungsaufnahme 
verweigert.

English Translation
Following the amputa-
tion of the right leg, the 
patient informed the doc-
tor that he wants to die 
(sterben zu wollen) and 
therefore refused all food 
(Nahrungsaufnahme).
















