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About the Program

Since 2011, National History Day® (NHD) has led a variety of programs to engage teachers and students in
the study of Silent Heroes®. Silent Heroes are the untold stories of history. While the majority of historical
scholarship focuses on the leaders, NHD recognizes the value of studying the history of ordinary people.

In Untold Stories from the Korean War, NHD students and teachers study the stories of Korean War Veterans—
their lives before the war, their communities, their military service in the Korean War era, and their
experience as Veterans in their communities. This process helps students understand the role of the military
and the conflict through the eyes of a Veteran. This is a powerful opportunity to personalize history and help
students see the past through the eyes of those who lived it.

The program engages students and teachers in historical inquiry, using secondary sources to establish
historical context and content. Students and teachers seek primary sources to help document their Silent
Hero’s life experiences. This can include manuscript census pages, birth certificates, school records, military
files, newspapers, photographs, oral histories, materials from local libraries, historical societies, or families,
and obituaries. When possible, students and teachers connect with family members, and with their consent,
interview them to learn details about their loved ones that are often only recorded in the memories of those
who knew them.

Throughout the process students and teachers learn how to identify sources, determine the validity of
sources, supply evidence to support their claims, and properly track and cite their sources. Their research
is synthesized and the students and teachers visit the cemeteries where their Silent Heroes are interred
to offer eulogies to honor their lives. Sometimes family members will accompany the students. Their
work is synthesized and cross-listed on NHD’s Silent Heroes website (NHDSilentHeroes.org) and the U.S.
Department of Veterans Affairs Veterans Legacy Memorial (vIm.cem.va.gov).

This program is a powerful tool to help connect students with their home communities. As citizens of that
community, they learn the importance of recognizing and honoring those from that community who served
and sacrificed for the good of others.


http://NHDSilentHeroes.org
http://vlm.cem.va.gov

Analyzing Military Records for Silent Hero Research

Lesson Plan: Analyzing Military Records for Silent Hero Research

Objectives

At the conclusion of this lesson, students will:

> Learn how to use a DD-214 military file to gather essential information about their Silent Hero;

> Generate further research questions; and

» Utilize additional historical resources for deeper exploration of their Silent Hero’s military service.

Documents Used

Primary Source

2

Colin Alexander Maultsby, Jr., DD-214
National Archives and Records Administration
https://nhd.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Maultsby-DD-214.pdf

Teacher-Created Materials

DD-214 Cheat Sheet

v

v

Silent Hero Research Organizer Military Service

v

Korean War Military Research Resources List

v

DD-214 Military Separation File Cheat Sheet, Corporal Colin
Alexander Maultsby, Jr.

Lesson Preparation

» Organize students into groups of three to four students each.
> Distribute copies of Colin Alexander Maultsby, Jr’s DD-214.

> Distribute copies of the Silent Hero Research Organizer - Military Life
to each group of three to four students.

> Review the DD-214 Military Separation File Cheat Sheet, Corporal

What is a DD-214?

The DD Form 214 summarizes a
Veteran's service and is typically used
by them to verify service for benefits,
retirement, employment, and veteran
organization memberships. Iniit, you
can find dates of service, branch of
service, final rank and pay grade,
Military Occupational Specialty
(MOS), character of service, reason
for separation, and awards and
decorations.

This is a key document that Veterans
use to document their service and
establishes eligibility for various
Veterans benefits (home loans,
medical care, burial benefits, etc.)

See pages 5—6 of this guide fora
detailed explanation.

Colin Alexander Maultsby, Jr. for teacher use.

> Ensure students have computers or tablets with access to the internet.

NHDSILENTHEROES.ORG
National Cemetery Administration | National History Day
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Procedure
Activity One: Introduction to Military Records and DD-214 Files (10-15 minutes)

>

Begin with a brief discussion on the significance of military service records. Explain how military
records, especially the DD-214, are used by Veterans and historians to document service history.

Show students Colin Alexander Maultsby’s DD-214.
Explain key sections of the DD-214, including:

> Personal Information: Name, rank, service number.
> Service Details: Branch of service, enlistment and discharge dates, duty stations, and assignments.
> Honors/Awards: Medals and commendations.

> Reason for Separation: Discharge status and reenlistment eligibility.

Activity Two: Examining Corporal Maultsby’s DD-214 (30-40 minutes)

>

>

Divide the students into groups of three or four students each.

Provide each group with a copy of Corporal Maultsby’s DD-214 and the Silent Hero Research Organizer
Military Service worksheet.

Using the DD-214 Cheat Sheet, guide students in filling out the organizer by examining Maultsby’s
military record.

Encourage students to look closely at the details provided about Maultsby’s service.

Circulate throughout the classroom to answer questions and help interpret any unclear sections of the
DD-214.

Lead a student discussion. Prompts can include:

> What kind of information did you learn from the DD-214 form about Maultsby’s military service?
> How do these details help us understand the life and contributions of a Silent Hero?

> What knowledge gaps still remain concerning Maultsby’s military service in the Korean War?

NHDSILENTHEROES.ORG
National Cemetery Administration | National History Day
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Activity Three: Identify and Research Knowledge Gaps (45 minutes)

> Ask students to think critically about what they still do not know about Maultsby’s military service and
what further information they would like to find.

> Students can refer to their unanswered organizer prompts, generate additional questions, and/or use
the following questions for further research:

> What was Maultsby’s daily life or that of members in the 1t 90mm Antiaircraft Artillery Gun Battalion
like in the military?

> What does an anti-aircraft artillery gun battalion do?

> What major military campaigns was the 15t 90mm Anti Aircraft Artillery Gun Battalion involved in dur-
ing the Korean War? What can we learn about those campaigns?

> Whatis a 90mm anti-aircraft gun? Where can I find a picture of one to include in my research?

> Share a copy of the Korean War Military Research Resources List with students.

> Allow time for students to begin searching for answers to their questions using these resources.
Guide them to reliable sources like official military records, government archives, or trusted historical
websites.

> Encourage students to document the resources they find and continue to complete the organizer.
Wrap up by emphasizing how today’s activity gives students foundational research skills for exploring

historical records, which they will apply as they conduct military research concerning their own Silent
Heroes.

NHDSILENTHEROES.ORG
National Cemetery Administration | National History Day
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Colin Alexander Maultsby, Jr., DD-214

National Archives and Records Administration
https://nhd.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Maultsby-DD-214.pdf
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DD-214 Military Separation File Cheat Sheet

Analyzing Military Records for Silent Hero Research

Corporal Colin Alexander Maultsby, Jr.

Box

Explanation

Answer

Top Row: Character of Separation

The type of discharge: honorable, medical,
dishonorable, etc.

honorable discharge

Top Row: Department

The person’s military branch

U.S. Army

1. Last Name, First Name, Middle Name

Service member’s full name.

Colin Alexander Maultsby

2. Service Number

Unique ID number assigned during service.

US 53 080 104

3. Grade, Rate or Rank and date of
appointment

Military rank when they left military service
and when they received that rank.

Corporal (Technical)
Promoted on January 17, 1953

4. Component and Branch or Class

Part of the military they served in and
military branch

**Google or ask if you need help with military
abbreviations - there are lots of them!

AUS = Army of the U.S.
ARTY = Artillery

5. Qualifications: - Specialty Number or
Symbol

Job in the military (list)

1603 - Anti Aircraft Artillery Chief

- Related Civilian Occupation

A non-military job with similar skills.

**This was a code to indicate a similar job in
the civilian world. Codes have changed over
time.

6. Effective Date of Separation

Date they left the military.

June 5, 1953

7. Type of Separation

How they left the military

Transferred to USAR (U.S. Army Reserves)

8. Reason for Separation

Why they left the military

**This was a code to indicate a similar job in
the civilian world. Codes have changed over
time. If you Google PETS active SR 615-363-5,
it is a transfer to the reserves.

Transferred to USAR (U.S. Army Reserves)

9. Place of Separation

Last place served

Fort Jackson, South Carolina

10. Date of Birth

Day, month, and year of birth.

May 9, 1930

11. Place of Birth

Location they were born

Bennettsville, South Carolina

12. Description

Physical characteristics

White male, brown hair, blue eyes, 5° 10.5”
tall, 200 pounds

13. Selective Service Number

Unique number given to one who registers
for the draft

319330291

14. Selective Service Local Bd.

Draft board, registration city

Raleigh, North Carolina (Wake County)

15. Inducted

Day, Month, Year drafted

June 18,1951

16. Enlisted in (component, branch, and area
of command)

Branch, part, and area/ command that
service member was assigned in the
reserves.

Corporal Maultsby is being transferred to
the U.S. Army Reserves Artillery in the Third
Army Area. Headquarters (Hq) in the Military
District of Raleigh, North Carolina

NHDSILENTHEROES.ORG
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Box

Explanation

Answer

17. Means of Entry other than Induction

Type of entry for non-drafted service entrants
**If this section is blank, the person has a
selective service number, they were drafted
into military service.

N/A - Corporal Maultsby was drafted into
service.

18. Grade, Rate, or Rank

At time of entry

Private

19. Date and Place of entry

When and where they entered military
service

June 18, 1951, Raleigh, North Carolina

20. Home Address at entry

Address before service

927 Wilmington Terrace, Raleigh, North
Carolina

21-26. Pay records

Pay for all military service broken down

This shows that Corporal Maultsby served
for 1 years, 11 months, and 17 days. Of that
time, he spent 9 months and 19 days serving
overseas.

27. Decorations, medals, etc.

Honors for all service

Korean Service Medal with two Bronze
Service Stars, United Nations Service Medal

28. Most significant Duty Assignment

Most important Company/Unit assignment

773% Anti Aircraft Gun Battalion, Battery C

29. Wounds as a result of action with enemy

f War injuries none
orces

30. Service Schools or Colleges, etc. Military schools/educational programs while none
successfully completed in the service

31. Service training courses successfully Specialized training completed none

completed

32-34. Insurance information

Details about military life insurance

He did choose to receive insurance.

35-36. Payment and mileage allowance upon
separation.

Last payment/travel allowances due at
service completion

He is owed $374.88 in pay and $15.48 is travel
pay to return home

37. Disbursing Officer name

Officer who handled the soldier's financial
payments

First Lieutenant Frank F. Williams

38-39. Remarks and Authentication

Contains comments about the soldier's
service, disciplinary actions, with
commanding officer’s signature

He has blood type A, was owed 14 days of
pay for leave he did not take, minus one day
(generally this is an indication of a minor
discipline issue). He will continue to serve in
the U.S. Army reserves for five years.

40. VA Benefits applied for

VA benefits after service

none

41-43. Last Civilian Employment

Last job before military service

Milkman and Melville Dairy in Raleigh, North
Carolina

44. United States Citizenship

Are they a U.S. Citizen

yes

45, Marital Status

Single, Married, Divorced, Widowed at time
of separation

married

46. Non-Service Education Completed

Years of Non-military training or degrees
completed

He completed elementary and high school

47. Permanent Address

Where they’ll live post-military

928 Harp Terrace, Raleigh, North Carolina

48. Signature of person being separated

Service member’s signature

Clin P e Snc

NHDSILENTHEROES.ORG
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Silent Hero Research Organizer - Military Life

Prompt Response Source of Information

Was your Silent Hero drafted or did they
enlist? When and where did they join the
military?

To which unit was your Silent Hero’s
assigned? Do you know the division,
regiment, and/or company? What was
the job of that unit? Write out as much as
you know.

What was your Silent Hero’s job? What
did that entail? What would daily job
tasks include?

Was your Silent Hero part of an aircrew
or ground crew? Did they work in a
supply or logistics company? Medical
company?

What rank was your Silent Hero? Did
they ever earn a promotion? If so, which
one(s)?

Where did your Silent Hero receive
military training? Did they complete any
training as part of their military service?

Did your Silent Hero leave the United
States? If so, when? What was the point
of departure? When did they return?

Where was your Silent Hero stationed
before the Korean War began?

When and at which location did your
Silent Hero arrive in Korea (if applicable)?
If they did not serve in Korea, did they
serve on other overseas assignments?
Where and when?

If your Silent Hero deployed to Korea,
what did they (or their unit) do in Korea?

Which battles or campaigns did your
Silent Hero participate in? Why were
these battles fought? Why were they
important? (Note: This is where the
secondary sources come in.)

Did your Silent Hero have a job before
they enlisted or were drafted? If so, what
was the job? Where did they work?

Did your Silent Hero receive any military
awards?

When did your Silent Hero leave the
military? What was their last military
duty station?

NHDSILENTHEROES.ORG
National Cemetery Administration | National History Day
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Silent Hero Research Organizer - Military Life Maultsby Answer Key

Prompt

Response

Source of Information

Was your Silent Hero drafted or did they
enlist? When and where did they join the
military?

Colin Maultsby was drafted. He was inducted into the U.S. Army
on June 18, 1951 in Raleigh, North Carolina

DD-214 Box #13,14,15

To which unit was your Silent Hero’s
assigned? Do you know the division,
regiment, and/or company? What was
the job of that unit? Write out as much as
you know.

U.S. Army Artillery 3 Army,
773 Anti-Aircraft Battalion, Battery C
Anti-aircraft Artillery Chief

DD-214 Box #3, #4, 5, #28

What was your Silent Hero’s job? What
did that entail? What would daily job
tasks include?

Was your Silent Hero part of an aircrew
or ground crew? Did they work in a
supply or logistics company? Medical
company?

What rank was your Silent Hero? Did
they ever earn a promotion? If so, which
one(s)?

Entered the Army as a private, promoted to Corporal on January
17,1953

DD-214 Box #18, #3

Where did your Silent Hero receive
military training? Did they complete any
training as part of their military service?

Did your Silent Hero leave the United
States? If so, when? What was the point
of departure? When did they return?

Yes, Maultsby was overseas for 9 months and 19 days according
to his pay information and served in Korea as he received a
Korean Service Medal.

D-214 Box #26-27

Where was your Silent Hero stationed
before the Korean War began?

When and at which location did your
Silent Hero arrive in Korea (if applicable)?
If they did not serve in Korea, did they
serve on other overseas assignments?
Where and when?

If your Silent Hero deployed to Korea,
what did they (or their unit) do in Korea?

Which battles or campaigns did your
Silent Hero participate in? Why were
these battles fought? Why were they
important? (Note: This is where the
secondary sources come in.)

Did your Silent Hero have a job before
they enlisted or were drafted? If so, what
was the job? Where did they work?

Milkman and Melville Dairy in Raleigh, North Carolina

DD-214 Box #41-43

Did your Silent Hero receive any military
awards?

Korean Service Medal, United Nations Medal

DD-214 Box #27

When did your Silent Hero leave the
military? What was their last military
duty station?

Transferred to the U.S. Army Reserves on June 5, 1953 from Fort
Jackson, South Carolina

DD-214 Box #6-9

NHDSILENTHEROES.ORG
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SILENT @HEROES

National History Day® (NHD) is honored to help students and teachers across the nation to honor and tell
the stories of American men and women who served their nation and lost their lives either in service to the
United States of America or after living as Veterans. We seek to teach the historical research process through
these biographical profiles. The stories contained on NHDSilentHeroes.org are gathered from NHD programs
from 2012 to the present. To learn more about the program and discuss bringing it to your classroom,

contact programs@nhd.org.

FOLLOW NHD ON SOCIAL MEDIA

n facebook.com/nationalhistoryday m linkedin.com/company/nationalhistoryday/
l@' @nhdcontest u @NationalHistoryDay

. . Subscribe to our newsletter:
@NationalHistory @ nhd.org/subscribe

National History Day
4511 Knox Road, Suite 205
College Park, MD 20740
301-314-9739


http://NHDSilentHeroes.org
mailto:programs@nhd.org

