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For our school’s History Open House this year, we researched war inventions and turning
points in communication, which led directly into research for NHD. Originally, we planned to
choose a topic about Alaska, but the story of the Hello Girls captured our curiosity. They were
the first American women in combat, facilitating communication in WWI. Even though these
women could not yet vote, they still wanted to serve their country. It seemed consequential to
focus on writing our script during Women's History Month. A few weeks into our project, we
found out that one of us had relatives who were switchboard operators.

We conducted our research through the library, online, and three interviews which we
thoroughly enjoyed. We watched a documentary and lectures, and listened to songs from the
Broadway musical, “The Hello Girls.” We read primary and secondary sources, many found at
The Library of Congress and Chronicling America. We studied photographs, letters, maps,
diagrams, Grace Banker’s diary entries, and the technology of the switchboard. On March 7, as
we wrote a scene about the invention of the telephone, we realized that it was Alexander Graham
Bell day!

We created our project by researching individual Hello Girls we wanted to highlight and
include in our presentation. We made a PVC frame and borrowed material for our set backdrop,
and a friend made hats especially for our presentation. Our teacher gave us Signal Corps pins and
we picked out matching outfits. For time’s sake, we had to cut less important scenes, lines, and
props in the development of our presentation.

Our historical argument is that Women Signal Corps operators stationed in France during
WWI advanced turning points in telephone communication, and as the first women in the army,

changed views on women’s equality. Without the Hello Girls, Allied victory might not have been



possible. They found liberty in a new role in society without undermining others. As the first
women to take the Army oath, they upgraded communication during World War I through their
discreet, efficient work. Not only did they connect calls through the switchboard exchange, they
often translated French or English conversations and kept everything they heard a secret.

The Hello Girls and switchboard communication contributed to victory in WWI, which
significantly affected our history. Because these women fought do their bit in a way that they
were qualified to do, they changed the president's mind about women's capabilities and
patriotism. They showed the world a different view of women's right to full citizenship. The
Allies won WW 1 with the significant help of these switchboard operators. The 233 women
soldiers who fought for freedom with the AEF do not have a voice now, so we decided to speak
up for them. We sent letters encouraging Congress to pass the Congressional Gold Medal Act
and received a call from Senator Dan Sullivan’s office thanking us for our support. This is one

way we feel connected to their story and want to be a part of passing it on.
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