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Process Paper

When we were choosing our project topic, the Six Triple Eight Battalion stood out
to us because of their incredible impact on communication at the time. After doing more
research, we found that despite how hard they worked and how accomplished they
were, the Six Triple Eight had little recognition. Our group wanted to learn more about
the group of African American women who shaped how letters were delievered at the
time of World War I, even while facing discrimination. The Six Triple Eight bridged the
gap left in communication during World War Il by delivering 3 years of backlogged mail
to soldiers that hadn’t had mail in many months.

To conduct our research, we first had to learn what kind of events happened, so
we began with secondary sources. The secondary sources led us to find primary
sources, like an interview with the leader of the Six Triple Eight and the medal they were
awarded. Research was made difficult by how under-recognized the Six Triple Eight
were in their time, as well as the limited technology in that time. This made it hard to find
primary sources that are from the time of World War Il. We still managed to find some
sources from that time, including pictures of them working on sorting mail and running
their own facilities.

Creating our documentary began by compiling our knowledge from research into
a script that highlighted all of our major points that we wanted to make about the Six
Triple Eight. In order to make that script into a cohesive documentary, we matched each
part of the script to a picture that displayed what we were talking about. The

documentary really came together when clips from an interview with the leader of the



Six Triple Eight were added in order to help convey our message better, as she has a
unique first hand account.

The historical significance of the Six Triple Eight is how they influenced the
delivery time of packages, as well as the racial, gender, and age barriers that they broke
down. They influenced how long it took for mail to arrive at the time of World War Il with
their tracking system that got the time down from four weeks to only one. The Six Triple
Eight continues to inspire generations after them as their medal of honor is on display in
the Smithsonian Museum, remembering their hard work in the war effort.

The Six Triple Eight were an influential group of African American women whose
goal was delivering three years of backlogged mail, but they managed to achieve so
much more as they broke down racial and gender stereotypes and motivated future
generations. This battalion proved that capability has nothing to do with color or gender,
and anyone can make a difference, and that is what has left a lasting impact on the

world.
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