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Process Paper

When we heard this year's theme, “Rights and Responsibilities”, our minds immediately
went to women'’s rights, and we knew we had to do a project on it. Since women’s rights is an
extensive topic, we narrowed it down and researched it more profoundly, and eventually came
across the role of women in NASA. We decided to do our project on the formation of NASA
through the National Aeronautics and Space Act of 1958 and what led to the involvement of
women in space exploration. We found this topic interesting as it highlights the struggle for
gender equality, and thought it fit well with the theme. The women at NASA had to fight for
their right to work in the space industry and break barriers. At the same time, it was NASA’s
responsibility to recognize their contributions to science and technology.

We researched our topic by going to our local library to find printed sources, and we
ended up with valuable primary and secondary books. After gathering printed materials, we
expanded our research online and found articles, government documents, and speeches by the
president of that time. These sources contributed a lot to our research and helped us deeply
understand the challenges women faced at the time when working in space exploration.

We all wanted to try something new because we’ve only done exhibits and papers in the
past, and we thought to ourselves, why not do something creative? Some of us are editors and we
decided to try and use our skills in a documentary. We had to create a script and decided to use a
timeline. We would make our script in order, from what led up to our event, to the fight for equal
opportunities, to the impact and future of women in NASA.

Our historical argument is that while the National Aeronautics and Space Act of 1958

established NASA, it didn’t initially ensure equal opportunities for women. However, as women



fought for inclusion in space exploration, NASA was responsible for recognizing their rights and
ensuring equal access to careers. Over time, women secured their place in NASA, proving their
contributions were crucial to its success. This struggle showcases the theme of rights and
responsibilities, as women claimed their right to participate in space exploration, and NASA took
on the responsibility of enabling gender equality.

Our topic is significant in history because it highlights women’s fight for equality at
NASA and in space exploration despite facing discrimination. Their successful protests led to
policy changes and NASA recognizing their rights, influencing future missions and leading to
more women pursuing careers in STEM and greater representation. Women’s contributions

greatly helped advancements in space technology and exploration.
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