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The topic of Alabama Dry Dock and Shipbuilding Company and its history in Mobile, Alabama, 
came to mind when the topic of people, places, and frontiers were mentioned as the overall 
theme of the project. I thought about my hometown, Mobile, Alabama, and significant events 
that happened here. I already knew that in my city and state, there were a lot of issues dealing 
with racism, but what place or event stood out the most the issues that happened at Alabama Dry 
Dock and Shipbuilding Company with Black workers unfortunately receiving bad treatment by 
the white workers of the company for working a job that was deemed only for the white people. 
But not only was that significant to the city of Mobile, but it also helped Mobile with its 
economy while also creating new opportunities for the people of Mobile as well as the push 
towards equality for people of color at the time. 

 I had to research using scholarly websites such as Google scholar, to find old newspapers, 
articles, or people who documented the entire event that were present on that day. I was torn 
between either a paper or a documentary but with the amount of time that I had, I felt as if I 
could create a very well put together documentary about my topic in order to really express and 
show my viewing of how ADDSCO really fits under the category of people, places and frontiers. 

 I believe that the race riot that occurred on May 25, 1943, and Alabama Dry Dock and Shipping 
Company really opened the opportunities for Black workers in Mobile, Alabama, causing more 
of a push for Black workers to excel into the more “advance” jobs at the time for the race of 
African Americans. I do believe events such as this really helped Black people to try and push 
for more equal opportunity and being able to seek the same treatment that Whites received rather 
than being always mistreated due to the perception that Blacks had during slavery which passed 
down post-slavery.  

I think in the fact of Alabama history, more so the history of Mobile, it shows me that things like 
this happened in the place that I stay and it’s good to know the history and how the city advanced 
after events such as this race riot and eventually how Blacks and Whites started to come 
together, and learn to live in one another’s world, rather than continuing to be separated from 
each other.  
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