Slavery apd, Epapcipafiopy:
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AUTHOR: Al Wheat, Director of Education, Mississippi Department of Archives and History

GUIDING QUESTION: According to formerly enslaved people, what were the hardships
faced not only during enslavement but also after emancipation?

> OVERVIEW

In this lesson, students will use three oral histories to compare the experiences of three people
who experienced enslavement, Reconstruction, and the Jim Crow era. Students will compare and
contrast the perspectives of these three people and discuss how the realities led to the Great
Migration.

> OBJECTIVES

At the conclusion of this activity, students will be able to
> Explain how enslaved African Americans showed resilience while enslaved and during
Reconstruction;

> Analyze the realities of how African Americans had their freedoms stripped away after
Reconstruction ended; and

> Compare and contrast the realities of life during and after enslavement.

> STANDARDS CONNECTIONS

CONNECTIONS TO COMMON CORE

> CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.3 Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; determine
whether earlier events caused later ones or simply preceded them.

> CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a
text, including vocabulary describing political, social, or economic aspects of history/social science.

CONNECTIONS TO C3 FRAMEWORK

> D2.His.8.9-12 Analyze how current interpretations of the past are limited by the extent to which
available historical sources represent perspectives of people at the time.
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> DOCUMENTS USED

PRIMARY SOURCE COLLECTIONS

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Ebenezer Brown, August 16, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Amite County)
https:.//da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/amite/436/brown-ebenezer

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Mark Oliver, December 6, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Washington County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/washington/436/oliver-mark

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Susan Jones, December 20, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Panola County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/panola/436/jones-susan

SECONDARY SOURCES

Article, Neil R. McMillen, “WPA Slave Narratives,” February 2005
Mississippi History Now, Mississippi Department of History and Archives
https:/mshistorynow.mdah.ms.gov/issue/wpa-slave-narratives

Video, “Historical Context: The End of Reconstruction,” 2024 [6:34]
National History Day
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dPZU6x_2NZo

> TEACHER-CREATED MATERIALS

> Oral History Comparison Chart

> Oral History Comparison Chart Answer Key

> ACTIVITY PREPARATION

> Read the article “WPA Slave Narratives” for background information.

> Preview all primary sources to determine appropriateness for your students.

> Print one copy of the Oral History Comparison Chart Answer Key for teacher use.
> Make one copy of the Oral History Comparison Chart for each student.

> Provide copies of the primary and secondary sources.

> Organize students into groups of three or four students each.

> Arrange the classroom for group work.


https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/amite/436/brown-ebenezer
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/washington/436/oliver-mark
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/panola/436/jones-susan
https://mshistorynow.mdah.ms.gov/issue/wpa-slave-narratives

> PROCEDURE

ACTIVITY ONE: INTRODUCTION
(20 MINUTES)

>

Introduce the WPA Slave Narratives to
students. Teachers may choose to have
students read the article or summarize the key
points. Ask students:

»  Why are these oral histories valuable
to our understanding of the time period
(1850s to 1930s)? (This collection preserves
the stories of enslaved people from
their perspective; they show a variety of
perspectives))

» What are some of the limitations of these
sources? (Told by elderly people many
years after the event happened; most
were children during the events; they were
recorded by people who could stereotype
or look down on the interview subjects.)

»  What was happening in the 1930s that
might have influenced the perspective
of the people being interviewed? (Jim
Crow segregation, sharecropping,
Great Depression, severe poverty, high
unemployment.)

Explain to students how the interviews they
will read were written (reconstructed from
notes, they attempted to use phonetic spelling
to capture accents and speech patterns,
interviewers lacked training and recording
equipment, etc.)

ACTIVITY TWO: RESEARCH
(45 MINUTES)

>

Organize students into groups of three or four
students each.

Play the video “Historical Context: The End
of Reconstruction” [6:34] to help set the oral
histories into historical context.

Teacher Notes:

>

Remind students that whenever
possible, we want to listen to
people in history and use primary
sources to learn about the
experiences of those who lived
during that time.

When conducting lessons about
enslavement, take time to

teach your students how to use
proper terminology (using terms
like enslaved people, enslaved
laborers, and not “slaves”).
Read the article “What’s in a
Word? Being Thoughtful about
Terminology in Historical Writing”
in this resource for additional
support.

Read the article “Teaching
Enslaved People’s History”

in this resource to learn more
approaching teaching this topic.

While this material is not graphic,
it does describe violent actions
and traumatic situations. Read
the article “Navigating Sensitive
Content While Meeting Students’
Needs” in this resource for
suggestions on teaching material
with graphic or violent content.

Preview all content in this lesson
to ensure it is appropriate for
your students. Consider using the
redacted version of the primary
sources.

Remind students that formerly
enslaved people (just like all
groups of people) had very
different experiences and a range
of reactions to the same events.
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> Distribute the Oral History Comparison Chart
and assign students to read one of the three

oral histories.
» Teacher Tip: The three primary sources

can be used to differentiate instruction.
Ebenezer Brown’s account is the longest

and includes the highest level of phonetic Students interested in this
spelling. Mark Oliver’s account is slightly tOpiC might be interested in
shorter and written in a clearer transcript. i .
Susan Jones’s account is the shortest and researching the following for
clearest to understand. Teachers may an NHD project:
choose to assign student groups one, two,
or all three interviews. Teachers may also » Enslavement in America
choose to pair students on the more difficult (1619-1865)
reading (if appropriate).

» Editor’s Note: This lesson includes two > Reconstruction (1865-1877)
versions of these sources. The second one » Black Codes (1865-1866)
is a version of the sources with a particularly

offensive word blacked out after the first > The Mississippi Plan (1875)
letter. » Works Progress
> Give students time to read and complete the Administration (1935-1943)
appropriate column in the chart. Circulate
and provide support as needed. Use the Oral
History Comparison Chart Answer Key as a
resource.

> Give students time to summarize their oral histories with their group members. If appropriate,
review with the class and complete the chart on the board.

ASSESSMENT OPTIONS
> Students can submit their Oral History Comparison Chart.

> Students can complete a three-part Venn diagram to compare and contrast the experiences of
Ebenezer Brown, Mark Oliver, and Susan Jones.

> Students can develop a list of questions that students would like to ask Ebenezer Brown,
Mark Oliver, and Susan Jones to get a better understanding of their lives both during and after
enslavement.

> Students can use oral histories to develop a list of why many African Americans chose to leave the
southern states during the Great Migration. What factors pushed them out? What factors pulled
them to move North and West?

To access a PDF containing all of the sources and materials to complete this lesson

plan, go to nhd.org/inclusivehistory.
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http://nhd.org/inclusivehistory

EBENEZER BROWN TRANSCRIPT

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Ebenezer Brown, August 16, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Amite County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/amite/436/brown-ebenezer
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https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/amite/436/brown-ebenezer

EBENEZER BROWN TRANSCRIPT (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Ebenezer Brown, August 16, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Amite County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/amite/436/brown-ebenezer
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https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/amite/436/brown-ebenezer

EBENEZER BROWN TRANSCRIPT (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Ebenezer Brown, August 16, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Amite County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/amite/436/brown-ebenezer
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https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/amite/436/brown-ebenezer

EBENEZER BROWN TRANSCRIPT (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Ebenezer Brown, August 16, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Amite County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/amite/436/brown-ebenezer
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https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/amite/436/brown-ebenezer

EBENEZER BROWN TRANSCRIPT (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Ebenezer Brown, August 16, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Amite County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/amite/436/brown-ebenezer
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EBENEZER BROWN TRANSCRIPT (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Ebenezer Brown, August 16, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Amite County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/amite/436/brown-ebenezer
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https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/amite/436/brown-ebenezer

EBENEZER BROWN TRANSCRIPT (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Ebenezer Brown, August 16, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Amite County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/amite/436/brown-ebenezer
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EBENEZER BROWN TRANSCRIPT (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Ebenezer Brown, August 16, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Amite County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/amite/436/brown-ebenezer
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https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/amite/436/brown-ebenezer

EBENEZER BROWN TRANSCRIPT (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Ebenezer Brown, August 16, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Amite County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/amite/436/brown-ebenezer
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EBENEZER BROWN TRANSCRIPT (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Ebenezer Brown, August 16, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Amite County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/amite/436/brown-ebenezer
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EBENEZER BROWN TRANSCRIPT (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Ebenezer Brown, August 16, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Amite County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/amite/436/brown-ebenezer
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EBENEZER BROWN TRANSCRIPT (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Ebenezer Brown, August 16, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Amite County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/amite/436/brown-ebenezer
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MARK OLIVER TRANSCRIPT

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Mark Oliver, December 6, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Washington County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/washington/436/oliver-mark
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https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/washington/436/oliver-mark

MARK OLIVER TRANSCRIPT (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Mark Oliver, December 6, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Washington County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/washington/436/oliver-mark
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https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/washington/436/oliver-mark

MARK OLIVER TRANSCRIPT (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Mark Oliver, December 6, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Washington County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/washington/436/oliver-mark
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MARK OLIVER TRANSCRIPT (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Mark Oliver, December 6, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Washington County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/washington/436/oliver-mark
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MARK OLIVER TRANSCRIPT (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Mark Oliver, December 6, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Washington County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/washington/436/oliver-mark
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MARK OLIVER TRANSCRIPT (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Mark Oliver, December 6, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Washington County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/washington/436/oliver-mark
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https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/washington/436/oliver-mark

MARK OLIVER TRANSCRIPT (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Mark Oliver, December 6, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Washington County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/washington/436/oliver-mark
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MARK OLIVER TRANSCRIPT (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Mark Oliver, December 6, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Washington County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/washington/436/oliver-mark
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https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/washington/436/oliver-mark

MARK OLIVER TRANSCRIPT (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Mark Oliver, December 6, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Washington County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/washington/436/oliver-mark
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MARK OLIVER TRANSCRIPT (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Mark Oliver, December 6, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Washington County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/washington/436/oliver-mark
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https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/washington/436/oliver-mark

SUSAN JONES TRANSCRIPT

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Susan Jones, December 20, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Panola County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/panola/436/jones-susan
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SUSAN JONES TRANSCRIPT (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Susan Jones, December 20, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Panola County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/panola/436/jones-susan
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SUSAN JONES TRANSCRIPT (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Susan Jones, December 20, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Panola County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/panola/436/jones-susan
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EBENEZER BROWN TRANSCRIPT, REDACTED VERSION

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Ebenezer Brown, August 16, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Amite County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/amite/436/brown-ebenezer

36 <


https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/amite/436/brown-ebenezer

EBENEZER BROWN TRANSCRIPT, REDACTED VERSION (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Ebenezer Brown, August 16, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Amite County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/amite/436/brown-ebenezer
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EBENEZER BROWN TRANSCRIPT, REDACTED VERSION (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Ebenezer Brown, August 16, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Amite County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/amite/436/brown-ebenezer
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https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/amite/436/brown-ebenezer

EBENEZER BROWN TRANSCRIPT, REDACTED VERSION (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Ebenezer Brown, August 16, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Amite County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/amite/436/brown-ebenezer
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EBENEZER BROWN TRANSCRIPT, REDACTED VERSION (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Ebenezer Brown, August 16, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Amite County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/amite/436/brown-ebenezer
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https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/amite/436/brown-ebenezer

EBENEZER BROWN TRANSCRIPT, REDACTED VERSION (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Ebenezer Brown, August 16, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Amite County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/amite/436/brown-ebenezer
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EBENEZER BROWN TRANSCRIPT, REDACTED VERSION (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Ebenezer Brown, August 16, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Amite County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/amite/436/brown-ebenezer
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EBENEZER BROWN TRANSCRIPT, REDACTED VERSION (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Ebenezer Brown, August 16, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Amite County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/amite/436/brown-ebenezer
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EBENEZER BROWN TRANSCRIPT, REDACTED VERSION (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Ebenezer Brown, August 16, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Amite County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/amite/436/brown-ebenezer
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EBENEZER BROWN TRANSCRIPT, REDACTED VERSION (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Ebenezer Brown, August 16, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Amite County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/amite/436/brown-ebenezer
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EBENEZER BROWN TRANSCRIPT, REDACTED VERSION (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Ebenezer Brown, August 16, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Amite County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/amite/436/brown-ebenezer
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EBENEZER BROWN TRANSCRIPT, REDACTED VERSION (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Ebenezer Brown, August 16, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Amite County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/amite/436/brown-ebenezer
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MARK OLIVER TRANSCRIPT, REDACTED VERSION

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Mark Oliver, December 6, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Washington County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/washington/436/oliver-mark
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MARK OLIVER TRANSCRIPT, REDACTED VERSION (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Mark Oliver, December 6, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Washington County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/washington/436/oliver-mark
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MARK OLIVER TRANSCRIPT, REDACTED VERSION (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Mark Oliver, December 6, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Washington County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/washington/436/oliver-mark
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MARK OLIVER TRANSCRIPT, REDACTED VERSION (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Mark Oliver, December 6, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Washington County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/washington/436/oliver-mark
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MARK OLIVER TRANSCRIPT, REDACTED VERSION (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Mark Oliver, December 6, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Washington County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/washington/436/oliver-mark
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MARK OLIVER TRANSCRIPT, REDACTED VERSION (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Mark Oliver, December 6, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Washington County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/washington/436/oliver-mark
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MARK OLIVER TRANSCRIPT, REDACTED VERSION (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Mark Oliver, December 6, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Washington County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/washington/436/oliver-mark
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MARK OLIVER TRANSCRIPT, REDACTED VERSION (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Mark Oliver, December 6, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Washington County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/washington/436/oliver-mark
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MARK OLIVER TRANSCRIPT, REDACTED VERSION (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Mark Oliver, December 6, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Washington County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/washington/436/oliver-mark

56 <


https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/washington/436/oliver-mark

MARK OLIVER TRANSCRIPT, REDACTED VERSION (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Mark Oliver, December 6, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Washington County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/washington/436/oliver-mark
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SUSAN JONES TRANSCRIPT, REDACTED VERSION

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Susan Jones, December 20, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Panola County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/panola/436/jones-susan
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SUSAN JONES TRANSCRIPT, REDACTED VERSION (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Susan Jones, December 20, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Panola County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/panola/436/jones-susan
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SUSAN JONES TRANSCRIPT, REDACTED VERSION (CONT.)

Oral history transcript, Works Progress Administration, Susan Jones, December 20, 1937
Mississippi Department of Archives and History (Series 0436, Panola County)
https://da.mdah.ms.gov/series/federal/panola/436/jones-susan
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ORAL HISTORY COMPARISON CHART

Mark Oliver

Ebenezer Brown

Susan Jones




ORAL HISTORY COMPARISON CHART (CONT.)

Mark Oliver

Ebenezer Brown

Susan Jones

What did

this person
remember
about the Civil
War?

How did

this person
describe their
life from the
end of the
Civil War to
the 1930s?




ORAL HISTORY COMPARISON CHART ANSWER KEY

Mark Oliver

Ebenezer Brown

Susan Jones

How did

this person
describe
enslavement?

-multi-generational family, raised by his
grandparents after his mother died and
his father joined the Union Army

-June Ward (enslaver) purchased the
family and brought them from Kentucky
to Mississippi

-cared for cows as a young boy
-overseer described as threatening
-described good food and clothing
-activities were limited (curfew)

-received medical care from a doctor

-describes how the enslaver (Bill
McDowell) beat enslaved people

-enslaved people did a variety of jobs
on the farm. Some led to injuries or
disability

-children were workers, picking fruit,
feeding animals, churning butter

-Bill McDowell asked for money from his
brother (possibly in debt?)

-labor-intensive crops (potatoes, rice)
-food was rationed each week

-multiple accounts of violence and
humiliation

-both parents died before the end of
the Civil War

-life of violence, beatings for no reason,
humiliation, physical punishments

-people could be sold and sent away
without notice and against their will

-could be sold away at a whim,
inhumane

In what ways
did enslaved
people show
agency?

-enslaved people raised chicken, sold
eggs and meat

-option to fish, hunt for game

-when the enslaver left, enslaved
people would run to the woods and
hide until he returned

-learning was “stolen” (learned to read)

-prayer services led by community
leaders (Aunt Sylvia)

-enslaved people formed strong family
relationships

-singing was part of work and life

-singing was connected to prayer

-enslaved pople would try to run away
(at great risk) multiple times

-joined the Union Army as a way to
escape enslavement
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ORAL HISTORY COMPARISON CHART ANSWER KEY (CONT.)

Mark Oliver

Ebenezer Brown

Susan Jones

What did

this person
remember
about the Civil
War?

-news about the war was transmitted
orally from person to person

-Union soldiers took or destroyed large
quantities of food and goods

-encounter with Union soldiers in the
Civil War who took food and killed
animals

-soldiers (on both sides were feared) -
they hid the silverware

-Union soldiers stole or destroyed
food

-some enslaved people joined the
Union Army, others were forced to
join

-some enslaved people joined the
Union Army and then ran away

-her husband fought at the Battles of
Vicksburg and Gettysburg

How did

this person
describe their
life from the
end of the
Civil War to
the 1930s?

-after the Civil War, the family moved
away but then moved back to the
community

-does not describe any experience with
the Ku Klux Klan (KKK)

-heard of people voting or serving in
office, but no one does now (suspects
they cannot pay the tax)

-worked at an oil mill, his children
attended a segregated school

-respects Abraham Lincoln and
Jefferson Davis, doesn’t understand
Booker T. Washington

-enslaver asked formerly enslaved
people to stay

-workers were paid but then charged
for food

-hard to make money (debt cycle)

-described an encounter with the “white
caps” (KKK)

-says that she did not experience the
KKK

-after the war, some enslaved people
went to Memphis but couldn’t find
work and returned

-lives with her son, who rents his farm
(likely a sharecropper)

-has a pension from the government
(service in the Union Army)

-has 11 children but hasn’t met all her
grandchildren (implying they live far
away—Great Migration?)
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