
NHD 2027 Theme Student Brainstorm Sheet 
Innovation in History: Impact, Influence, Change 

  
 

Innovation (noun): a new idea, method, or device 
 

Innovate (verb): to introduce a new process or way of doing things  
 

Innovation is about ______________________________ and the ____________________________ of that change.  
 

How is an innovation different from an invention?  
 
Innovation is not simply an ______________________________. Innovation is a __________________________ and 

_________________________ approach to how we _______________________, _________________________, and 

____________________________.  An invention is a ____________________________________________. An 

innovation is what happens when people keep ______________________________________________ an idea.  

 
 
STOP & THINK: Name three inventions. Then, brainstorm how those inventions have been innovated. Be prepared to 
share your list with the class.  
 

Invention Innovation(s) 

Drinking straw ●​ Bendable drinking straw  

Light bulb ●​ Fluorescent lights, neon signs, LED lights 
●​ Using lights to extend the work hours in factories 
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Asking research questions about ________________________________, ___________________________________, 

and ______________________________________ over time is an important way to identify innovation in history. 

 

Key Word 
 
 

Impact (noun) - The strong influence of one thing on another; a significant or major effect   

Put the 
definition in 
your own 
words/ideas 
 

 
 
 
 

Connect the 
keywords to 
the theme 
using topic 
examples from 
the video 
 

What impact did the innovation of the scrap drive initiatives have on World War II?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Impact helps us understand the _______________________ of an innovation. Influence helps explain how those ideas 

_________________________ and ___________________________ people, societies and future development.  

 

Key Word 
 
 

Influence (verb) -  To have an effect on the condition or development of something, like people, 
technology, culture, government, and/or society 

Put the 
definition in 
your own 
words/ideas 
 

 

Connect the 
keywords to 
the theme 
using topic 
examples from 
the video 
 
 

What lasting influence and impact did the innovation of prehistoric irrigation canals in Arizona by 
the Hohokam have on life in the desert? 
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Key Word 
 
 

Change (verb) - To make different in some particular way or aspect; to give a different position, 
course, or direction. 

Put the 
definition in 
your own 
words/ideas 
 

 

Connect the 
keywords to 
the theme 
using topic 
examples from 
the video 

In what ways did innovations in the labor movement help influence and change both work and 
society in the United States?  

 

Innovation, at its core, involves _______________________________. The history of innovation is about 

__________________________ and ___________________________.  

 

Brainstorm: What lesser-known or unexpected stories can you find that address innovation, impact, influence, or 
change? 

 
●​   

●​   

●​   

●​   

●​   

 

What questions or observations do you have after watching the video?  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


