
BASIC BIOGRAPHY
Alice Paul (1885–1977) was raised by Quaker parents in New 
Jersey. Following her 1905 graduation from Swarthmore College, 
she traveled to England and engaged with a group of military 
suffragists led by Emmeline Pankhurst. Paul joined their group, 
was arrested several times and participated in hunger strikes in 
prison. She returned to study at the University of Pennsylvania 
(where she eventually earned a Ph.D.) and joined the National 
American Woman Suffrage Association (NAWSA). Along with 
Lucy Burns, she organized the 1913 Women’s Suffrage March 
that preceded President Woodrow Wilson’s inauguration. Later 
she broke ties with NAWSA and formed the National Woman’s 
Party (NWP) in 1916. She and other suffragettes continued to be 
arrested and engage in hunger strikes. In 1919, the Nineteenth 
Amendment was passed by the U.S. Congress with the support 
of President Wilson. It became law on August 18, 1920, when 
ratified by the state of Tennessee. She spent the remainder of 
her life working for the Equal Rights Amendment, often called the 
Alice Paul Amendment.

KEY EVENTS
Election of 1912, Women’s Suffrage March (March 3, 1913),  
Equal Rights Amendment

KEY PEOPLE
Alice Paul, Lucy Stone, Lucy Burns, Woodrow Wilson,  
Emmeline Pankhurst, Carrie Chapman Catt

HISTORICAL CONTEXT
American women began actively campaigning for suffrage in 
the 1840s. The 1848 Seneca Falls Declaration made the bold 
proclamation that “all men and women were created equal.” 
In the early twentieth century, the National American Woman 
Suffrage Organization (NAWSA), led by Carrie Chapman Catt, 
advocated a state-by-state approach to women’s suffrage. After 
initially worked in NAWSA, Paul split from the organization, 
organizing the National Woman’s Party (NWP) in 1916. The day 
before Democrat Woodrow Wilson was to be inaugurated, Paul 
and Lucy Burns led a massive suffrage parade in Washington, 
D.C. featuring more than 7,000 marchers. 

FUN FACT
In celebration of the one hundredth anniversary of women’s 
suffrage, Alice Paul and other suffragist leaders will be featured 
on the new $10 bills that will be issued by the U.S. Treasury 
Department in 2020. Learn more about this and other women 
featured on currency here: http://americanhistory.si.edu/
blog/suffragists-campaigns-currency. 
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DOCUMENT ANALYSIS
•	 Make one copy of the Document for each  

pair of students.
•	 Divide students into pairs.
•	 Distribute one copy of the newspaper cover  

of Woman’s Journal and Suffrage News from  
March 8, 1913, to each pair of students.

•	 Ask students to read the articles and answer  
the prompt questions together.

LEARNING ACTIVITY
•	 Ask each student to assume the role either of 

Woodrow Wilson or Alice Paul.
•	 Engage in a Twitter-style discussion of Paul’s 

reactions to the march and Wilson’s response to 
the march.

Teacher Tip: If students need to be in groups of three, 
consider adding a third person to the mix. This could be 
Lucy Stone, Carrie Chapman Catt, Theodore Roosevelt, 
or another contemporary figure.

Alice Paul, full-length portrait, standing, facing left, raising 
glass with right hand, September 3, 1920, Library of Congress 
(97500088), https://www.loc.gov/item/97500088/
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LOCAL CONNECTION
You can visit Alice Paul’s house, Paulsdale, along with  
the Barbara Haney Irvine Library and Alice Paul Archives  
in Mount Laurel, New Jersey. To learn more, go to  
http://www.alicepaul.org. 

LEARN MORE

PRIMARY SOURCES

The National American Woman Suffrage Association
Special Collections, Bryn Mawr College Library
http://www.brynmawr.edu/library/exhibits/ 
suffrage/nawsa.html

Topics in Chronicling America – Alice Paul
Library of Congress
https://www.loc.gov/rr/news/topics/alicePaul.html

SECONDARY SOURCES

Alice Paul
National Women’s History Museum
https://www.womenshistory.org/education-resources/
biographies/alice-paul

Suffragists Organize: National Woman Suffrage Association
National Women’s History Museum
http://www.crusadeforthevote.org/nwsa-organize/ 

Bain News Service, Mrs. W.L. Prendergast, Mrs. W.L. Colt, Doris Stevens, Alice Paul, c. 1910–1915, Library of Congress (LC-DIG-
ggbain-19032), http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2014698963/
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“Parade Struggles to Victory Despite Disgraceful Scenes,” Woman’s Journal and Suffrage News, March 8, 1913
Library of Congress (LC-DIG-ppmsca-02970)
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1.	 Based on the title of the newspaper, what do you think was the point of 
view of the author?

2.	How does the article on the left demonstrate a new approach than the 
articles on the right?

3.	Why do you think that these pictures were selected? What messages do 
they convey?

4.	What role did the police play in this march?

5.	Make a comparison between this event and another related event in 
American history. Explain the similarities and differences.
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