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About the Program
Since 2011, National History Day® (NHD) has led a variety of programs to engage teachers and students in 
the study of Silent Heroes®. Silent Heroes are the untold stories of history. While the majority of historical 
scholarship focuses on the leaders, NHD recognizes the value of studying the history of ordinary people. 

In Untold Stories from World War II Marines, NHD students and teachers study the stories of World War II 
Veterans—their lives before the war, their communities, their military service in the World War II era, and 
their experience as Veterans in their communities. This process helps students understand the role of the 
military and the conflict through the eyes of a Veteran. This is a powerful opportunity to personalize history 
and help students see the past through the eyes of those who lived it. 

The program engages students and teachers in historical inquiry, using secondary sources to establish 
historical context and content. Students and teachers seek primary sources to help document their Silent 
Hero’s life experiences. This can include manuscript census pages, birth certificates, school records, military 
files, newspapers, photographs, oral histories, materials from local libraries, historical societies, or families, 
and obituaries. When possible, students and teachers connect with family members, and with their consent, 
interview them to learn details about their loved ones that are often only recorded in the memories of those 
who knew them.

Throughout the process students and teachers learn how to identify sources, determine the validity of 
sources, supply evidence to support their claims, and properly track and cite their sources. Their research 
is synthesized and the students and teachers visit the cemeteries where their Silent Heroes are interred 
to offer eulogies to honor their lives. Sometimes family members will accompany the students. Their 
work is synthesized and cross-listed on NHD’s Silent Heroes website (NHDSilentHeroes.org) and the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs Veterans Legacy Memorial (vlm.cem.va.gov). 

This program is a powerful tool to help connect students with their home communities. As citizens of that 
community, they learn the importance of recognizing and honoring those from that community who served 
and sacrificed for the good of others. 

http://NHDSilentHeroes.org
http://vlm.cem.va.gov
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Need help? Have questions? 
Please reach out to your research mentor! We’re happy to help you through this process.
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Introduction
What did your Silent Hero’s town look like when they went to war? Exploring the lives of those who served 
in World War II also involves examining life at home. Incorporating this aspect into your Silent Hero’s story 
provides better context for the war years and creates a richer history. Using those materials may also provide 
additional clues for research. This phase will bring you to your local public library, news facility, historical 
society, or state or territorial archives.

Consider the larger picture of the war in your state or territory and the smaller picture in your city, town, or 
community. Each story will vary because the war affected different communities in different ways. Some of 
you will learn more about agriculture, while others will learn about manufacturing. Some Silent Heroes lived 
in major cities, others in small towns. 

In this phase, it is crucial to visit the library! Explore the resources available in your community related to 
this time. School libraries are a great start, but also plan a visit to your local library or historical society. 
Additionally, do not overlook the digital resources at your library. Finally, seek help from a librarian! Many 
are excited to collaborate with schools and can rapidly identify and provide sources for you. While most of 
these records will not directly relate to your Silent Hero, we want to place their family and community into 
context. 

If your Silent Hero grew up in an area other than your community, here’s where you need to get creative. 
While it is often impossible to travel to that place, try to connect with a local library or historical society to 
see if anyone in the community might be able to help. If you are looking for a connection in another state, 
NHD has a network of coordinators. Email Lynne@nhd.org, and we will be happy to connect you with a state 
or regional coordinator who might be able to help make connections.

Research Materials
As you research, be on the lookout for the following types of resources. Remember, you won't find all of 
them, but these can give you some ideas about what people were thinking, discussing, or experiencing 
during World War II.

Advertisements

Just as they are today, advertisements were used to sell an idea or product. Advertisements appeared on the 
radio, in newspapers, in magazines, and on posters. Examining the advertisements of those years provides a 
glimpse into the lives on the home front and war recruiting.

Buttons (Political and Military)

Buttons displaying political individuals, groups, military branches, or units may have been collected and 
worn by family members on the home front, showing support for or opposition to the war (less likely).

Company Records and Newsletters or Magazines

If the places where your Silent Hero worked before the war are still in business, you can contact them and 
ask to access their archives. Sometimes, companies printed newsletters or magazines featuring company 
news and updates from employees serving in the war. You might even locate a photograph of your Silent 
Hero in these publications.

mailto:Lynne%40nhd.org?subject=
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Magazines

Magazines were another form of news and propaganda during the war. Magazines were published on the 
home front (Colliers and Life) and in the field (Yank Magazine and Stars and Stripes). 

Music

Music was one way to keep people happy and take their minds off the war. What music was popular in this 
community? Where did local people gather to listen to live music? What styles of music were popular?

Posters

Posters were used as a form of propaganda and information. They included reminders for families to 
conserve and avoid waste, to buy war bonds, and to support recruiting efforts during the war. They were 
also meant to mobilize a nation. Posters were an ideal agent for making war aims the personal mission 
of every citizen. Whether created by the government or by corporations, these posters conveyed social, 
economic, and political ideas through imagery. 

Living in Your Silent Hero’s Community During the War
Your Silent Hero’s hometown may have undergone many architectural changes since the 1940s. It will 
require some imagination to get a sense of what it was like to live in this place during the war. It is every 
historian's job to gather evidence that helps people understand a historical event and the setting in which 
it occurred. This not only includes roads, cars, and buildings, but also refers to socio-economic aspects that 
have changed over the years, such as jobs, racial segregation, and social events. Throughout your research, 
you might find the following sources:

Census Data

What clues about the community can we find in the census data we found in the last module? Where do 
people in the town work? Did they earn average, above average, or below average wages? How does the 
composition of families give us clues about life in this community? 

Historical Societies

Many communities have historical societies, often staffed by volunteers. If your Silent Hero is in your home 
community, consider making a connection to see if they might preserve any files or help direct you to places 
to learn more about the community in the 1940s. If the community you are researching is far from your own, 
reach out to see if a member might be willing or able to speak with you and/or your students virtually.

Maps

Maps are useful tools to get an idea of the scale of a community at a certain time. Compare the maps from 
the past with current maps to see how your Silent Hero’s community has changed.
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Consider searching your community in the Sanborn Fire Insurance Map Collection. In the 1800s, insurance 
companies began using maps created by companies to show how towns were constructed (and the building 
materials that were used). The largest of these companies was the Sanborn Map Company. This company 
created maps of over 12,000 towns, many of which have been digitized and are searchable in the Library of 
Congress (loc.gov/collections/sanborn-maps/about-this-collection/). See if you can find your Silent Hero’s 
town.

Newspaper Articles - REQUIRED

Newspaper articles provide interesting information about the locale, community, economy, troops 
departing and returning, battle information, sports, and advertisements. These sources add context to 
your Silent Hero and their family's lives during the war years. Use your subscription to Newspapers.com 
on Ancestry Classroom to get a start. Also, talk to your local librarian about newspapers from your local 
community. See the lesson at the end of this guide on how to use Newspapers.com.

Photographs

Photographs are rich in clues about the hairstyles and fashion during the war years. They may also provide 
clues as to the neighborhood in which your Silent Hero’s family lived, the kind of car (if any) they drove, or 
where they might have worked.

Postcards

Postcards commonly feature places of interest (buildings, monuments, factories, main streets) that might 
have drastically changed or even disappeared.

Yearbooks and School Newspapers 

A yearbook is a type of book published annually to record, highlight, and commemorate the past year of a 
school. The term also refers to a book of statistics or facts published annually. Many colleges, high schools, 
middle schools, and elementary schools have published yearbooks and newspapers. While your Silent 
Hero’s school or family may have copies of yearbooks, Ancestry typically does, too! At the top of the Ancestry 
Classroom page, click on the “U.S., School Yearbooks” option and search from there.

http://loc.gov/collections/sanborn-maps/about-this-collection/
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Organize Your Information
As you find information, add it to your Silent Hero folder (linked in Google Classroom). In the second 
subfolder, Home Front, we have placed an organizer file.

Just like before, there are two parts to this graphic organizer. 

In the first part, you organize the information that you learn. Add in the answers to the questions, the source 
of your information, and, where possible, links to the images or files. Add any files you find to your folders (a 
photograph of the town’s main street or newspaper articles). If you cannot fill in a row, that is ok. If you find 
the information later, come back and add it. If you find additional information that is not contained in one of 
the prompts, add rows at the end of your organizer to add that information. You also have a section where 
you can add questions that you have. That helps us because if we know what you are looking for, we might 
be able to help guide you to the answers. While we will never be able to answer all questions, you start by 
asking them.

In the second part of the graphic organizer, you input and track your sources. We have provided some of the 
most common sources you will find. For each source, tell us if you have found it (yes or no), and then update 
the citation on the right. Follow the format of these citations. If you have something you don’t know how to 
cite, please ask!

This guide was funded by a grant from the United States Department of Veterans Affairs. The opinions, findings and conclusions 
stated herein are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect those of the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
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Objectives
At the conclusion of this lesson, students will:

	▸ Use Newspapers.com to explore the events and time period of Raymond L. Bailey’s Korean War service 
and life in his hometown of Fayette, Alabama during the Korean War;

	▸ Work in groups to analyze articles or advertisements about topics such as military service, community 
events, local economy, and entertainment;

	▸ Share their findings with the class; and

	▸ Develop skills using Newspapers.com needed to conduct historical research on their own Silent Hero.

Documents Used
Primary Sources

Student-researched newspaper articles

Secondary Source

Video, Basic Search on Newspapers.com [1:14] 
Newspapers.com 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aEyVATCSpjc 

Teacher-Created Materials
	▸ 	Group Research Assignments A through D

	▸ Teacher Answer Key

Lesson Preparation
	▸ Ensure students have computers or tablets with access to the internet and Newspapers.com. 

	▸ Make copies of the Group Research Assignments for students (or distribute electronically).

	▸ Print and review a copy of the Teacher Answer Key.

Lesson Plan: Researching Communities Through Local Newspapers

http://Newspapers.com
http://Newspapers.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aEyVATCSpjc
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Procedure
Introduction to Newspapers.com (15 minutes)

	▸ Give a brief overview of World War II and its impact on the U.S. home front, especially in rural American 
cities like Des Moines, Iowa.

	▸ Introduce Robert Carper, Jr., a young Des Moines, Iowa, man who served in World War II between 1941 
and 1945. Remind students that the Carpers are the family they looked at in the census lesson in the 
previous module.

	▸ 	Show the video tutorial Basic Search on Newspapers.com [1:13] to the students. This video will cover 
searching by name, location, dates, and narrowing results.

	▸ 	Model how to use Newspapers.com to search for newspapers with useful information about Robert 
Carper, Jr., and the home front in Des Moines, Iowa:

	▹ Search by name (Robert Carper, Jr.), location (Des Moines, Iowa), and date range (1941-1945).

	▹ Alternatively, use key terms related to their assigned topics (see group documents below) and/or 
arrow through the pages and skim articles, photos, and ads for relevant items.

	▹ Demonstrate how students can use the “print/download” tools in the toolbar when they find some-
thing helpful.

	▹ Share example: Emphasize that students need to verify personal information they find and confirm 
it matches their silent hero. In the case of Robert Carper, Jr., one of the first articles that appears in 
the Newspapers.com search is about Dr. Robert Carper from Des Moines, Iowa. While Dr. Carper is 
Robert Carper, Jr.’s father, and may have relevance to the silent hero’s life, it is important to rec-
ognize that this Robert Carper is not the main subject of your research. Show students the article 
below and ask them how they can tell it is the wrong Robert Carper. (Answer: Dr. Robert Carper is 
much older than Robert Carper, Jr., according to his age in the 1940 census from the last lesson, and 
has a title, “Dr.”, not associated with the silent hero you are researching.”

Group Research Assignment (25 minutes)

	▸ Organize students into groups of two to four students each (repeat assignments as needed for larger 
classes). Direct each group to find an article or advertisement on a specific aspect of Robert Carper, Jr.’s 
hometown, Des Moines, Iowa, during World War II. Each group should focus on one aspect of the town, 
including:

	▹ Group A: military service;

	▹ Group B: the Des Moines community and state of Iowa;

	▹ Group C: the local economy; and

	▹ Group D: education, sports, and entertainment.

	▸ Distribute copies of the Group Research Assignments A through D to the student groups. 

	▸ Circulate and assist student groups with their research as needed. 

http://Newspapers.com
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Whole Group Sharing and Class Discussion (20 minutes)

	▸ Ask each group to designate a reporter to share the article or advertisement they found. Ask each 
reporter to provide: 

	▹ A brief summary of their item

	▹ What information the article or advertisement contained that helped them build a better under-
standing of Robert Carper, Jr., his hometown (Des Moines, Iowa), and/or life on the home front dur-
ing World War II. 

	▸ As a class, discuss:

	▹ How the different aspects (military, community events, economy, school, sports, and entertainment) 
were interconnected during the war.

	▹ How life in a midwestern city, like Des Moines, Iowa, reflected broader trends in the U.S. during World 
War II.

	▹ How these primary source documents helped paint a more complete picture of Robert Carper, Jr.’s life 
and military service. 

	▸ Wrap up by emphasizing how today’s activity gives students foundational research skills for exploring 
historical records, which they will apply as they conduct homefront research concerning their own 
Silent Heroes.

RESEARCH TIP: When you find an article in Newspapers.com, there is a multi-digit number in the URL:

Jot down that number (572114000). You will need it for your citation. It is also helpful, because if I want to go back to that page in the 
newspaper, I simply go to newspapers.com/image/572114000/ and I will return to that page of the Fayette County Times from July 5, 1951.

LESSON TIP: To better focus and expedite the research process, you may wish to have the class focus on obtaining articles, 
advertisements, and photographs from the same newspaper or use the newspaper clippings below. Articles about Robert Carper, Jr.’s, 
military training and his sister’s military role as a WAVE appear in the August 12, 1943 edition of the Des Moines Tribune, which should be 
in their list of search results. However, any edition of the Des Moines Tribune or Des Moines Register newspapers from 1941 to 1945 will 
have helpful articles and advertisements regarding the home front conditions in Robert Carper, Jr.’s hometown and the state of Iowa.

http://newspapers.com/image/572114000/
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Robert Carper, Jr., Newspaper Article
“Dr. Carper Injured Seriously in Fall,”  
Des Moines Tribune [Des Moines, IA], December 30, 1941.  
Newspapers.com (323109243). 
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Group Research Assignment A: Military Service
Select an article that focuses on Robert Carper, Jr., or military service and participation in the Des Moines, 
Iowa, community. Some helpful search terms may include: “military draft,” “military training,” “military 
furlough,” “enlistment,” etc.

Article Title:                             						    

Newspaper:  								      

Date: 				  

Why we selected this article:

 
What information did you find about Robert Carper, Jr.’s service in World War II or that of his family members?

 
Were there any articles detailing Des Moines or other Iowa residents entering the military, serving, or being 
killed in action? 

 
What battle news related to World War II was covered, and what did it reveal about the degree to which Des 
Moines, Iowa, was affected by World War II?
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Group Research Assignment B: Community
Select an article that focuses on local news, or local social, political, or economic events during the war. 
Some helpful search terms may include “war mobilization,” “victory gardens,” “war bonds,” etc.

Article Title:                             						    

Newspaper:  								      

Date: 				  

Why we selected this article:

 
What were the major events going on in Des Moines, Iowa, and the state during this time period?

 
What clues do these events provide about the racial, social, and political climate of the local area during this 
time period?
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Group Research Assignment C: Local Economy
Select an article that focuses on the local economy. Consider advertisements, job listings (help wanted), or 
information about war-related businesses. Consider using the terms “war industry” or “war industries” to 
aid your search.

Article Title:                             						    

Newspaper:  								      

Date: 				  

Why we selected this article:

 
What types of jobs, services, or products were advertised during this time? 

 
What local industries, if any, contributed to the war effort? How did they contribute?

 
What clues does this give us about the economic climate of the local area during this time period?
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Group Research Assignment D: Education, Sports, and Entertainment
Select an article that focuses on education, sports, or entertainment (e.g., local sports teams, entertainment 
during wartime). Some possible search terms may include “Iowa schools,” “Carper high school,” “state fair,” etc.

Article Title:                             						    

Newspaper:  								      

Date: 				  

Why we selected this article:

 
What local sports or entertainment events were happening in the community? How did people unwind 
during this period?

 
What can you tell about the school system in Iowa at this time?

 
What clues does this give us about the community during this time period?
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Teacher Answer Key
Group A: Military Service

What information did you find about Robert Carper, Jr.’s service in World War II or that of his family 
members?

Students can find information about Robert Carper, Jr.'s training and his sister’s military participation as a 
WAVE in an article that appeared in the October 12, 1943 edition of the Des Moines Tribune. Students may 
note that Carper’s entry into the military began at the midpoint of American involvement in the war.

Both clippings: “Des Moines in the Service,” Des Moines Tribune [Des Moines, IA], October 12, 1943. 
Newspapers.com (322834835).
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Teacher Answer Key (Con't)
Group A: Military Service

Were there any articles detailing Des Moines or other Iowa residents entering the military, serving, or 
being killed in action?

Students may find articles about local draft boards and enlistments, including women serving in the armed 
forces, such as Robert Carper, Jr.’s sister, who was a WAVE, as well as articles concerning local prisoners-of-
war (POWs) and those killed-in-action.

“Record Day at the Marine Office,” Des Moines Register [Des Moines, IA], January 21, 1942. Newspapers.com (130766931).
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Teacher Answer Key (Con't)
Group A: Military Service

What battle news related to World War II was covered, and what did it reveal about the degree to which 
Des Moines and the greater state of Iowa were involved in and affected by World War II?

Iowa newspapers had articles about local prisoners of war, families visiting military bases to see their sons 
and daughters, and Iowans killed in action. These articles showed there was significant Iowa involvement 
and personal sacrifice, as well as local support/interest in the war. Additionally, Des Moines played a key role 
in the establishment of the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps that trained at Fort Des Moines, which one article 
called “West Point for Women.”

Left: “38 Iowa Soldiers Nazi Prisoners,” The Daily Nonpareil [Council Bluffs, IA], April 12, 1943. Newspapers.com 
(960464677). 

Right: “11 Iowans Die in Asia, Africa: Two Casualties Are From Des Moines,” Des Moines Register [Des Moines, IA], May 25, 
1943. Newspapers.com (128450811).
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Teacher Answer Key (Con't)
Group A: Military Service

What battle news related to World War II was covered, and what did it reveal about the degree to which 
Des Moines and the greater state of Iowa were involved in and affected by World War II?

“Chief’s Post Goes to Texas Woman.” Des Moines Tribune [Des Moines, Iowa], May 15, 1942. Newspapers.com (323329121).
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Teacher Answer Key (Con't)
Group B: Community

What were the major events going on in Des Moines, Iowa, and the state during this time period?

What clues do these events provide about the racial, social, and political climate of the local area during 
this time period?

Many articles reference race, social class, and politics of the local area. Articles that mention race and social 
groups reflect Iowa’s racially and socially homogeneous makeup at that time, with a primarily caucasian 
population, such as the article about literacy. However, an article about the recruitment of “Negro” (African 
American) soldiers from Iowa into the Quartermaster Corps shows the presence of greater racial diversity in 
urban areas, such as Des Moines. It reinforces the fact that troops remained racially defined and segregated 
during that time period. 

Additionally, students may discover articles and ads encouraging local citizen involvement and support for 
the war in articles about war bond and scrap metal drives, rationing, and planting victory gardens.

Left: “Literacy is not Enough.” Des Moines Register [Des Moines, Iowa], April 5, 1943. Newspapers.com 
(130750803).

Right: “Army Needs Ten Negroes.” Des Moines Register [Des Moines, Iowa], January 8, 1941. Newspapers.com 
(323240382).
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Teacher Answer Key (Con't)
Group B: Community

What were the major events going on in Des Moines, Iowa, and the state during this time period?

What clues do these events provide about the racial, social, and political climate of the local area during 
this time period?

“City Given Slogan for Bond Drive.” Des Moines Tribune [Des Moines, Iowa], March 9, 1942. Newspapers.com 
(323326378).
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Teacher Answer Key (Con't)
Group C: Local Economy

What types of jobs, services, or products were advertised during this time? 

Students will likely find articles about agricultural-related industries in Iowa, including women’s increased 
involvement in agriculture and other industries, due to men leaving for combat.

Left: “Farmerets Make Good in Field.” Des Moines Register [Des Moines, Iowa], July 26, 1942 Newspapers.com 
(128685439).

Right: “War Changes Job Figures.” Des Moines Tribune [Des Moines, Iowa], April 16, 1943. Newspapers.com 
(323331564).
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Teacher Answer Key (Con't)
Group C: Local Economy

What local industries, if any, contributed to the war effort? How did they contribute?

While many industries contributed to the war effort, articles indicate that agricultural industries contributed 
substantially. John Deere, known for tractors, shifted and expanded production to produce tanks and tank 
engines for the military. Existing Sugar Beet factories increased production, and some previously closed 
factories resumed operations due to rationing during wartime and the need for more sugar.

“$18,000,000 Contract is Seen Assured.” Waterloo Courier [Waterloo, Iowa], March 6, 1941. Newspapers.com 
(359578915).
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Teacher Answer Key (Con't)
Group C: Local Economy

What local industries, if any, contributed to the war effort? How did they contribute?

“Sugar Output to Be Increased: Mason City Plant to Be at Capacity.” Des Moines Register [Des Moines, Iowa], 
March 1, 1942. Newspapers.com (128420120).
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Teacher Answer Key (Con't)
Group C: Local Economy

What clues does this give us about the economic climate of the local area during this time period?

Articles indicate economic expansion due to war mobilization, as well as a shortage of labor due to the 
draft. As a result, some Iowa communities were ordered to implement a mandatory 48-hour work week to 
maintain needed production levels, as shown in the article below

“Majority of Quad-City War Plants on 48 Hour Basis; Claim More Workers Needed.” Des Moines Register [Des 
Moines, Iowa], February 12, 1943. Newspapers.com (300960208).
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Teacher Answer Key (Con't)
Group D: Education, Sports, and Entertainment

What was happening with sports and/or entertainment within the community and state? 

While high school sports continued through the war period, many articles indicate that college level sports, 
such as football, and major statewide events, such as the Iowa State Fair, were disrupted or discontinued 
due to the lack of manpower needed to play, limitations imposed upon people due to rationed gas and other 
necessities, and the need to use public spaces for military purposes

Left: “Very Few of Iowa Grid Squad at Spring Drill.” Des Moines Register [Des Moines, Iowa], February 15, 
1943. Newspapers.com (323162766).

Right: “1898 State Fair Only Other Show Missed ‘Til 1942.” Des Moines Register [Des Moines, Iowa], July 5, 
1942. Newspapers.com (359902693).
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Teacher Answer Key (Con't)
Group D: Education, Sports, and Entertainment

What can you tell about education in Iowa at this time?

Despite Iowa’s top national standing in literacy mentioned in an earlier lesson article, there are many articles 
about the presence of substandard rural education in Iowa at the time due to rural teachers having less 
education, fewer rural course offerings, and greater rural teaching loads. Many recommendations were put 
forth for additional training, greater pay, and allowing married women to teach. This also illustrated gender 
limitations imposed upon women at the time, which also affected women in the military. Beyond the overall 
quality of Iowa education during the wartime period, articles indicated that both high schools and colleges 
statewide added and/or expanded their ROTC programs to prepare young people for military roles.

Top: “Rural School Ferment.” Des Moines Tribue [Des Moines, Iowa], March 4, 1944. Newspapers.com (322831240).

Bottom: “Issue 1,500 Certificates: Tell of Need for Teachers.” Des Moines Register [Des Moines, Iowa], January 
30, 1943. Newspapers.com (323029279).
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Teacher Answer Key (Con't)
Group D: Education, Sports, and Entertainment

What can you tell about education in Iowa at this time?

“Two Artillery Units at I.S.C.: Three Hours a Week Work for R.O.T.C..” Des Moines Register [Des Moines, Iowa], 
January 26, 1941. Newspapers.com (127630274).

This lesson plan was funded by a grant from the United States Department of Veterans Affairs. The opinions, findings and conclusions 
stated herein are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect those of the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
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